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Crimean tatars and the principalities of eastern-central Europe 
(1538-1713) 
Summary 

The aim of this paper is to analyze the dynamics of relations between Transylvania, Moldova and 
Wallachia with the Crimean Khanate in 1538-1713. Numerous invasion Crimeans in the Hungarian lands 
were associated with Ottoman-Austrian war. Invasion in Transylvania in 1657 was not related to this. 
Crimean Khan Mukhammad-Gheray IV take his personal scores with Gyorgy Rakoczy II. Prior to that, he 
defeated the army of Janos Kemeny in battle under the Chornyi Ostrov. The invasion of 1657 was part of the 
war of Transylvania against the Rzecz Pospolita in 1656-1657, where the Crimean Tatars helped the Poles. 
Gherays helped the Ottomans in 1543, 1566, 1594-1595, 1686, 1688-1690 against Gabsburgs. they helped to 
solve local problems, which were beyond the power of most Turks during the campaign in Central Europe. 
Crimean Tatars carried out deep raids in 1529, 1532, 1663, 1683 on Hungarian lands of Austrian Empire on 
the other domains of the Habsburgs. Territory of Moldova was the scene of Polish-Crimean Tatars conflicts 
in 1595, 1616, 1620, 1683-1684, 1686, 1691 and the Russian-Turkish War in 1711. Conflict of Ottomans 
and Gherays against of Moldova took place in 1538. Crimean Tatars executed Turkish orders in Moldova in 
1620 and 1659-1660 years. Gherays dy supported offen some applicants for the Moldova throne against the 
other. Attempts of Crimean Tatars to negotiate in alliance with the Hungarian kingdom and Transylvania 
principality were in 1521-1522 and 1598, but did not lead to something serious, like negotiations of Crimean 
khanate with the Austrian Empire in 1655. Crimean Tatars often appeared in Moldova and Hungary as allies 
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of Ottomans. Wallachia fought against the Crimean Khanate only during the reigns of Mihay II the Brave 
and Michnea III. Wallachia was also a theater of war during the Great Turkish War in 1690. 
Key words: Crimean Khanate, Transylvania, Moldavia, Wallachia, the Ottoman Empire, the Crimean 
Tatars, Gherays, Ottomans, Great Turkish War   
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