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Summary 

In this article the role of communicative and situational language teaching approaches is discussed. It is 
also discussed that different learning purposes compared with the traditional language teaching and learning, 
for example, Computer-aided language teaching and learning is both a big challenge and also a benefit to 
educators, as well as to communicative language teaching and situational language teaching.  
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Different learning purposes decide different learning methods and no one specific method are suitable for 

a specific learner (1). 
When talking about communicative language teaching or situational language teaching, researchers and 

scholars sometimes (or usually) fail to decide and determine the purpose of a learner as why he or she learns 
a foreign language, and even neglect a language- -national background. Definitely, different 
learning purpose decides different learning methods and no one specific method are suitable for a specific 
learner. Moreover, people with various cultural-national background may call for different learning methods. 

first, learning a foreign language is for daily use, which could be termed as a communicative-oriented 
purpose; second, learning a foreign language is for academic use (For example, for future study and research 
in the field of literature, linguistics, translation and interpretation, etc.), which could be termed as an 
academic-oriented purpose. Obviously, for people with a communicative-oriented purpose, most probably it 
is more efficient to adopt the communicative language teaching strategy, and they (including learners and 
teachers) may not pay much attention to the strict grammar rules as well as sentence structures. That is, no 
matter what grammar errors or pronunciation errors or sentence errors the speaker makes, only on condition 
that he makes himself understood, all that is ok (2). We can easily find enough evidence in children who 
learn a foreign language. When boys and girls learning a foreign language are put under the foreign 
language-speaking situations where people are all native speakers, they come to learn to speak and talk and 
could use the language much quickly with no much notice of the grammar rules and sentence structures. For 
people with an academic-oriented purpose, perhaps it is much more necessary to adopt both the 
communicative language teaching and situational language teaching strategy. Because, communicative 
language te

gentlemanly and scholarly. In this sense, communicative language teaching and situational language teaching 
is definitely not contradictory to each other, actually they are applied in language teaching and learning side 
by side, sometimes consciously, sometimes unconsciously to learners and teachers. In another word, 
communicative language teaching and situational language teaching must co-exist to develop in the future so 
as to facilitate language learners (3). 

Technologies and new inventions as well as new instruments are pushing human societies forward 
dramatically and quickly, and it is also the case in the field of language study and learning. In recent years, 
with the fast development of the Internet technologies, language teaching and learning is undergoing a 
brand-new reform, which differs dramatically from the traditional language teaching and learning styles: 
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textbooks, additional teaching materials and study strategies are so delicately designed and put into the web, 
by the means of computers, teachers (educators) can freely arrange, manipulate, direct and assess learning 
results of the learners, they even do not need go to classes so often than before. That is why nowadays in 
many universities and also in many colleges and academic lyceums in our country Uzbekistan much of 
foreign language teaching is undertaken by the means of computer-aided contents, especially for the listening 
and speaking lessons. Computer-aided language teaching and learning has made it unnecessary for teachers 
to go to the class personally. To some extent, whether communicative language teaching or situational 
language teaching, they could be practiced and evaluated by the means of computers. Language learners 
could easily and freely communicate with a computer to learn a foreign language, anytime and anywhere. 
Compared with the traditional language teaching and learning, Computer-aided language teaching and 
learning is both a big challenge and also a benefit to educators, as well as to communicative language 
teaching and situational language teaching. On the one hand, computer-aided language teaching and learning 

-up could be finished through computers, face-to-face communications between 
educators and learners is much reduced. In this sense, computer-aided language teaching greatly freed 
educators. On the other hand, we face the problem of whether computer-aided language teaching could 
replace educators in part or in whole. Meanwhile, under computer-aided language teaching circumstances, 
could communicative language teaching and situational language teaching achieve a better result? Are the 
two methods more welcome to educators or learners than before? All these call for further study, and the 
answers may be vary for different study target (for example, children, adults, middle school students and 

research about communicative language teaching and situational language teaching under computer-aided 
teaching and learning circumstance may be of much significance to language researchers, as well as 
language linguists. It could be estimated that in the near future more textbooks and syllabus will be designed 
and carried out in accordance with the computer-aided teaching and learning styles. 

In conclusion we can say that language teaching and language learning is an endless process, just the 
same as the development of Communicative Language Teaching. Moreover, communicative language 
teaching brings rethinking to language learning and teaching, which has influenced other later linguistic 
approaches and teaching methodologies. On the other hand, it is impossible to find a perfect approach or 
methodology which can provide for all learners and be applicable in all situations. Only combined with the 
characteristics like teaching environment, educational background and cultural background of teachers and 
learners, as well as test systems will communicative language teaching play a more significant role in 
language teaching. whether communicative language teaching or situational language teaching, they are all 
approaches for language learning, and maybe it is more effective to combine both to achieve a more ideal 
language-learning result, and only taking all new factors such as computer-aided teaching and learning into 
consideration, could communicative language teaching keep vitality and extend influence continuously. 
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