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Teaching English Through Multicultural Literary Texts

Foreword

Welcome to “Teaching English Through Multicultural Literary Texts”.
This manual is designed to provide educators with a comprehensive guide to
integrating multicultural literary analysis into English language teaching. As
we navigate an increasingly interconnected world, the importance of
fostering cultural diversity awareness and linguistic-cultural understanding
becomes paramount in language education.

Purpose of the Manual. The primary purpose of this manual is to offer a
practical and insightful resource for educators seeking to enrich their
English language teaching through the incorporation of multicultural literary
analysis. By exploring diverse literary texts from various cultures, students
not only enhance their language proficiency but also develop a deeper
understanding and appreciation of the rich tapestry of human experiences.

Importance of Multicultural Literary Analysis in English Language
Teaching. Language is a powerful tool for communication, and literature
serves as a window into different societies, perspectives, and traditions.
Through the analysis of multicultural literary texts, students can engage with
authentic language use while simultaneously gaining insights into the
cultural nuances embedded in the written words. This integration not only
enhances language learning but also promotes empathy, cultural sensitivity,
and global awareness.

Overview of Linguacultural Analysis Integration. In addition to
exploring multicultural literary texts, this manual emphasizes the integration
of linguacultural analysis—an approach that goes beyond language
structures to delve into the cultural contexts and communicative styles
inherent in language use. By weaving linguistic and cultural analysis into
the fabric of English language teaching, educators can create dynamic and
inclusive learning environments that prepare students for -effective
communication in diverse settings.

Whether you are an experienced educator or a newcomer to language
teaching, this manual is designed to offer practical strategies, lesson plans,
and activities that can be easily adapted to suit various teaching contexts.
Let’s embrace the journey of transforming language education into a
gateway for cultural exploration, fostering a community of globally-minded
learners who are not only proficient in English but also equipped with the
cross-cultural competence needed in our interconnected world.
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1. Enhancing Language Proficiency through Literary Texts

Deciding if a piece of writing is a cultural artefact involves seeing how
deeply it captures and reflects a society’s essence. Several important things
help us decide this, showing how unique stories can be as cultural treasures.

One big part is the cultural setting, where a piece of writing is firmly
connected to a specific society’s history, social structures, and main ideas.
How language is used is also very important. The chosen words, the way
people speak, and the symbolic details express not just the story but also the
cultural details of a community.

Furthermore, cultural details in writing show the values, beliefs, and
typical behaviour of a society. They use characters, storylines, and themes to
tell the collective mindset and moral framework. When a piece of writing
includes cultural symbols, symbolism, and detailed descriptions of traditions
and everyday practices, it gains more meaning and ties itself to a specific
culture.

So, a piece of writing becomes a cultural artefact by carefully using
language, symbols, values, and traditions, capturing the spirit of a particular
culture. Understanding these elements helps us see writing not just as
storytelling but as a deep reflection of the societies it comes from.

Literary texts form a dynamic tapestry that transcends geographical
boundaries, interacting and influencing each other across diverse cultures.
This interaction serves as a bridge for understanding, fostering a global
dialogue. For students, exploring how literature acts as a cultural artifact
broadens their perspective, encouraging a deeper appreciation for the
interconnectedness of global literary traditions.

Talking about literary texts as artefacts we cannot forget the cross-
cultural influences of literature. Cross-cultural influences of literature refer
to the dynamic interplay and exchange of ideas, themes, and narrative
elements across diverse cultures. It signifies how literary works from one
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culture can impact, inspire, or resonate with another, creating a rich tapestry
of global storytelling.

This concept emphasizes the interconnectedness of human experiences
expressed through literature, transcending geographical and cultural
boundaries. The process involves the sharing of stories, characters, and
literary techniques, fostering mutual understanding and appreciation among
different cultural contexts. Exploring cross-cultural influences in literature
unveils the universal aspects of the human experience while celebrating the
unique perspectives that diverse cultures bring to the world of storytelling.

However, there are also certain challenges in interpreting cultural
context. Challenges in interpreting cultural context in literary texts arise
from the intricate nature of cultural representation in texts and the diversity
of reader perspectives. Literary works often embed cultural nuances that
may be unfamiliar to readers from different backgrounds, leading to
potential misinterpretations. Additionally, language barriers and evolving
cultural norms contribute to the complexity. For instance, understanding
historical references, idioms, or context-specific symbolism can be
challenging for readers not immersed in the culture depicted. Moreover,
readers bring their own cultural biases, impacting their interpretations.
Overcoming these challenges requires a nuanced approach, encouraging
readers to engage in research, cross-cultural discussions, and reflective
analyses. Navigating the delicate balance between preserving cultural
authenticity and making works accessible to a diverse audience poses an
ongoing challenge in literary interpretation.

In the pursuit of language proficiency, engaging with literary texts
offers a multifaceted approach that goes beyond the conventional methods
of language learning. Building language proficiency through literature
involves using literary works, such as novels, poems, and plays, as linguistic
tools for language development. Rather than focusing solely on grammar
and vocabulary exercises, learners immerse themselves in the rich tapestry
of a literary texts. The aim is to not only enhance language skills but also to
gain cultural insights, context, and a deeper understanding of the nuances of
communication. Building language proficiency through literary texts
involves using literary works, such as novels, poems, and plays, as linguistic
tools for language development. Rather than focusing solely on grammar
and vocabulary exercises, learners immerse themselves in the rich tapestry
of a literary texts. The aim is to not only enhance language skills but also to
gain cultural insights, context, and a deeper understanding of the nuances of
communication. We can generalize the purpose and use of literary texts in
language learning as follows:
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Enriched Vocabulary: Literary texts expose learners to a diverse range
of words and expressions, contributing to a more extensive and nuanced
vocabulary.

Cultural Understanding: By exploring literature, learners gain insights
into cultural practices, societal norms, and historical contexts embedded in
language usage.

Contextual Language Use: Literary works provide examples of how
language is used in real-life situations, offering a more authentic and
contextual understanding.

Critical Thinking Skills: Analyzing literature encourages critical
thinking, interpretation, and reflection, fostering a deeper connection with
the language.

In this process, selecting appropriate multicultural literary texts is a
nuanced process that involves considering various criteria to ensure a rich
and meaningful learning experience. We considered the following criteria in
choosing texts that effectively contribute to the exploration of cultural
diversity:

Authentic Representation: the selected texts authentically represent the
cultures they depict. We chose authors who have a genuine connection to
the cultural contexts portrayed, fostering accurate and respectful
representations.

Diversity of Perspectives: We chose texts that offer diverse perspectives
within a culture or across different cultures. Chosen literary texts showcase
a range of voices, experiences, and viewpoints, avoiding a singular or
stereotypical representation.

Cross-Cultural Connections: We chose texts that facilitate the
exploration of connections between different cultures. Chosen narratives
highlight interactions, influences, or intersections between cultures,
encouraging students to appreciate interconnectedness.

Complex Characters and Plots: We chose texts with well-developed
characters and intricate plots. Complex narratives allow for a deeper
exploration of cultural dynamics and contribute to a more nuanced
understanding of multicultural themes.

Note: The guide provided offers general criteria that educators in
general can consider when selecting multicultural literary texts, but it’s
crucial to recognize the subjective nature of this process. Each instructor
brings their perspectives, teaching goals, and understanding of their students’
needs.
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2. Fostering Cultural Awareness in English Language
Teaching: Essential Concepts

When discussing the use of literary texts in English language teaching,
it’s crucial to consider their portrayal of cultural diversity. In this regard,
there are two significant approaches to be mindful of: multiculturalism and
linguaculturalism.  These concepts highlight the importance of
acknowledging and embracing cultural differences within the context of
language learning and teaching. Multiculturalism emphasizes the
recognition and appreciation of diverse cultural backgrounds, fostering an
inclusive learning environment where students can explore various
perspectives and traditions represented in literary texts. On the other hand,
linguaculturalism emphasizes the integration of language and culture,
recognizing that language is inherently intertwined with cultural practices,
beliefs, and values. By incorporating both multicultural and linguacultural
perspectives, educators can effectively utilize literary texts to promote
cultural awareness, empathy, and language proficiency among students.

In our exploration of multiculturalism and cultural diversity, we
encounter specific concepts that shape our understanding of these intricate
topics. These concepts serve as the building blocks, providing us with a
nuanced perspective on the diverse tapestry of cultures, ethnicities, and
interactions that characterize our interconnected world. As we delve into
this exploration, we aim to unravel these key ideas, offering a
comprehensive view that goes beyond surface-level definitions and delves
into the depths of multicultural understanding. The following are some of
the concepts that provide a glimpse into the complex and interconnected
nature of multiculturalism and cultural diversity, offering a foundation for
navigating the diverse landscapes of our globalized world.

Cultural Relativism: The belief that one culture should not be judged by
the standards of another, promoting an understanding that cultural practices
and beliefs should be viewed within their context.

Cultural Competence: The ability to understand, appreciate, and interact
effectively with people from different cultures.

Cultural Hybridity: The blending of elements from different cultures,
resulting in new, interconnected cultural expressions.

Cultural Appropriation: The adoption or imitation of elements from
another culture without understanding or respecting its context, often
leading to misrepresentation and harm.
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Intersectionality: The recognition that individuals may simultaneously
experience multiple forms of social categorization, such as race, gender, and
socioeconomic status, influencing their unique experiences and challenges.

Cultural Sensitivity: Being aware of and responsive to the cultural
differences of others, fostering respect and effective communication.

As we mentioned above, linguacultural analysis refers to the
examination and study of language in connection with cultural elements
within the context. This approach recognizes the intrinsic link between
language and culture, emphasizing that language is not merely a set of rules
and structures but is deeply intertwined with the cultural contexts in which it
is used.

In English language education, the linguacultural analysis involves
exploring how cultural factors influence language use, communication
styles, and language learning. It goes beyond teaching grammar and
vocabulary to incorporate an understanding of the cultural nuances that
shape language expression. This approach recognizes that language is a
dynamic and living entity, shaped by the cultural experiences and
perspectives of its speakers.

Linguacultural analysis enriches English language education by
providing a holistic understanding of language as a cultural phenomenon. It
equips learners with the skills to navigate the complexities of cross-cultural
communication and fosters a deeper appreciation for the cultural dimensions
embedded in language.

We can generalize some of the key aspects of linguacultural analysis in
teaching English as the following:

Cultural Context in Language Teaching: Examining how cultural
contexts influence language choices, expressions, and interpretations.
Incorporating cultural elements in language lessons to provide a more
authentic and contextually relevant learning experience.

Language and Identity: Analyzing how language reflects and
contributes to individual and group identities within a cultural context.
Exploring the impact of language on the construction of cultural identities
and fostering awareness of linguistic diversity.

Communication Styles: Investigating how cultural norms influence
communication styles, including levels of formality, politeness, and
indirectness. Teaching students to navigate diverse communication styles to
enhance their intercultural communication competence.

Cultural Sensitivity and Competence: Promoting cultural sensitivity
among language learners to avoid misunderstandings and misinterpretations.



Teaching English Through Multicultural Literary Texts

Developing cultural competence as an essential component of language
proficiency.

Language Variation and Dialects: Recognizing and appreciating
language variations and dialects within different cultural communities.
Challenging stereotypes and biases associated with linguistic diversity and
fostering a positive attitude towards various language forms.

Literary and Multimodal Analysis: Analyzing literature, media, and
multimodal texts to explore the intersection of language and culture.
Incorporating diverse literary works and media materials to expose learners
to various cultural perspectives.

When analyzing texts while teaching English through multicultural and
linguacultural analyses in literary texts, several key aspects should be
considered. These aspects contribute to a comprehensive understanding of
the interplay between language, culture, and literature. Here are some key
considerations:

Cultural Context in Literature. In the exploration of Cultural Context in
Literature, it is crucial to recognize and appreciate the rich tapestry of
cultural nuances woven into the fabric of the text. These nuances play a
pivotal role in shaping characters, settings, and plot dynamics, providing
readers with a deeper understanding of the story’s cultural underpinnings.

For instance, in the novel “Things Fall Apart” by Chinua Achebe, the
cultural context of pre-colonial Nigeria is intricately woven into the
narrative. The use of Igbo proverbs, customs, and rituals not only enhances
the authenticity of the characters but also serves as a lens through which
readers can glimpse the societal norms and values of the Igbo people.

By recognizing and delving into these cultural nuances, readers gain a
more profound appreciation for the literary work, transcending the surface
narrative to uncover layers of meaning rooted in the cultural context. This
understanding enhances the overall reading experience and fosters a
connection between the text and the broader cultural landscape it seeks to
portray.

Linguacultural Analysis: In delving into Linguacultural Analysis, the
focus is on unravelling the intricate interplay between language and culture
within the literary text. This analysis involves a careful examination of how
language choices serve as a mirror reflecting cultural norms, values, and
identities.

Consider Alka Joshi’s novel “The Henna Artist”, to see how language is
used to convey cultural nuances and traditions, such as the intricate
symbolism of henna art in Indian culture. Through the protagonist Lakshmi’
s journey as a henna artist, readers gain a richer understanding of the
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cultural significance attached to it. By linguacultural analysis we can
explore how language is used to depict the rituals, beliefs, and social
structures surrounding henna art, providing readers with a more immersive
experience into the vibrant world of 1950s Jaipur.

Multicultural Perspectives. Multicultural Perspectives in literary
analysis involve embracing diverse viewpoints and experiences represented
in literature. It encourages readers to engage with texts that showcase a
variety of cultural backgrounds, providing a more inclusive and enriched
reading experience.

In Bapsi Sidhwa’s novel “Ice Candy Man”, multicultural perspectives
can be analyzed through the lens of the diverse characters and their
interactions in the context of the partition of India in 1947. Through the eyes
of the young protagonist, Lenny, readers witness the turmoil and complexity
of a society grappling with religious and cultural divisions. The novel
provides a vivid portrayal of the multicultural fabric of pre-partition Lahore,
with its mix of Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, and Parsi communities. By examining
the characters’ beliefs, traditions, and experiences, readers can gain insights
into the impact of colonialism, nationalism, and communal tensions on
individual lives. Sidhwa’s narrative offers a nuanced exploration of
multiculturalism, highlighting both the richness of cultural diversity and the
challenges of coexistence in a deeply divided society.

By incorporating Multicultural Perspectives, literary analysis becomes a
gateway to exploring the depth and breadth of human experiences across
different cultures. It encourages readers to appreciate the multiplicity of
voices and narratives that contribute to the richness of global literature.

Cultural Sensitivity in Language Use: Cultural Sensitivity in Language
Use is a crucial aspect of analyzing literary texts, as it involves developing
an awareness of how language can convey cultural nuances and either
promote sensitivity or perpetuate stereotypes.

In the novel “Things Fall Apart” by Chinua Achebe, the author employs
cultural sensitivity in depicting the Igbo people and their language. Achebe
uses the Igbo language strategically, incorporating phrases and expressions
that enhance the authenticity of the narrative. This cultural sensitivity not
only enriches the linguistic texture of the text but also respects and
preserves the cultural identity of the characters.

In Bapsi Sidhwa’s novel “Ice Candy Man”, (as in her other works)
cultural sensitivity in language use is evident in the author’s portrayal of the
diverse linguistic landscape of pre-Partition India. Sidhwa skillfully
incorporates multiple languages spoken by different communities, reflecting
the rich cultural tapestry of the region. Through the characters’ interactions

10
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and dialogues, Sidhwa captures the nuances of language use, showcasing
the linguistic diversity that coexisted in the multicultural setting.

This approach contributes to the authenticity of the narrative, allowing
readers to experience the linguistic complexities of a society on the brink of
profound cultural and political changes. Sidhwa’s cultural sensitivity
extends beyond mere linguistic representation; it becomes a vehicle for
understanding the interconnectedness of language, culture, and historical
events. By exploring how Sidhwa navigates language in “Ice Candy Man”,
readers can appreciate the author’s commitment to portraying cultural
nuances with sensitivity. This analysis demonstrates how literature becomes
a potent medium for conveying the intricacies of diverse cultures, fostering
a deeper understanding of the multifaceted nature of language in the context
of cultural expression.

Conversely, in historical texts from colonial periods, there might be
instances where language use lacks cultural sensitivity. Colonial literature
often portrays indigenous cultures through a Eurocentric lens, employing
language that reinforces stereotypes and perpetuates colonial biases.
Analyzing such texts requires an understanding of how language choices
can impact the representation of cultures.

By critically examining language use in literary texts, readers can
discern whether authors approach cultural expression with sensitivity or
inadvertently reinforce biases. This analysis fosters discussions on the
power of language in shaping cultural perceptions and encourages readers to
navigate texts with a discerning eye toward cultural nuances.

Identity and Representation. Identity and representation play a crucial
role in the analysis of literary texts, as they involve examining how
characters’ identities are portrayed in relation to cultural contexts. Here are
examples illustrating this concept:

In the novel “Woman on the Edge of Time” by Marge Piercy, the
protagonist Connie Ramos confronts issues of identity and representation
within the context of mental health and societal expectations. Connie, a
Latina woman with a history of mental health struggles, experiences a
complex journey that challenges societal norms and expectations related to
her identity. Piercy’s narrative explores the intersectionality of gender,
ethnicity, and mental health, offering a nuanced representation of Connie’s
identity within the broader cultural and social landscape. This example
highlights how literature can delve into multifaceted identities and challenge
conventional representations, fostering discussions on the diverse ways
individuals navigate their sense of self in varying cultural contexts.

11
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In the novel “The Buddha of Suburbia” by Hanif Kureishi, the
protagonist Karim Amir navigates issues of identity and representation as a
young man of mixed race in 1970s London. Kureishi explores Karim’s
experiences growing up in a multicultural environment, grappling with
questions of race, ethnicity, and cultural belonging. The narrative delves
into Karim's journey of self-discovery as he seeks to define his identity
amidst the diverse cultural influences around him. This example illustrates
how literature can provide insights into the complexities of identity and
representation, particularly in multicultural urban settings.

Cross-Cultural Communication. Cross-cultural communication is a
significant aspect of analyzing literary texts, focusing on instances of
communication across different cultural backgrounds within the narrative.

In the novel “Burnt Shadows” by Kamila Shamsie, cross-cultural
communication is intricately woven into the narrative. The story spans
different historical periods and geographical locations, incorporating
characters from diverse cultural backgrounds. For instance, the protagonist,
Hiroko Tanaka, a Japanese woman, communicates and forms connections
with individuals from India, Pakistan, and the United States. The novel
explores how language, gestures, and expressions serve as vehicles for
cross-cultural communication, revealing both the challenges and enriching
aspects of connecting across diverse linguistic and cultural landscapes.

Analyzing these examples allows readers to understand how authors
depict the dynamics of communication between characters from diverse
cultural backgrounds, contributing to a richer understanding of cross-
cultural interactions within the literary context.

The comparative analysis of “Things Fall Apart” and “Heart of
Darkness” showcases a stark opposition in their approaches to cross-cultural
representation. Achebe's work serves as a powerful rebuttal to the colonial
perspectives depicted in Conrad’s novella.

In “Things Fall Apart”, Achebe deliberately challenges the Eurocentric
view of African cultures, offering a detailed and authentic portrayal of Igho
society. Through precise language choices, Achebe constructs a narrative
that goes beyond stereotypes, presenting the complexities and sophistication
of Igbo civilization. This opposition to colonial perspectives reflects
Achebe’s commitment to providing a respectful and genuine representation
of African cultures.

On the contrary, “Heart of Darkness” embodies a Eurocentric lens that
perpetuates colonial stereotypes and presents African cultures through a
primitive and mysterious framework. Conrad’s language choices contribute

12
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to a narrative that reflects the biases ingrained in certain colonial
perspectives.

Analyzing these opposing portrayals in the comparative analysis
emphasizes the importance of critically examining how language shapes
cross-cultural understanding. Achebe's intentional divergence from colonial
narratives highlights the potential for respectful and authentic
representations, challenging readers to question and reassess the impact of
biased perspectives on cultural perceptions.

Historical and Societal Influences. Analyzing the impact of cultural
shifts on literary expression over time is a dynamic exploration seen vividly
in multicultural literary texts. These texts encapsulate the evolving tapestry
of cultures and how they respond to historical changes. Here are examples
illustrating this concept: “The Buddha of Suburbia” by Hanif Kureishi
provides a satirical take on cultural shifts in 1970s Britain. The language in
the text mirrors the cultural dynamics of a changing society, offering
insights into the multicultural fabric of contemporary Britain.

“Maps for Lost Lovers” by Nadeem Aslam is another exemplary work
that illustrates the impact of cultural shifts on literary expression over time.
In this novel, Aslam explores the lives of Pakistani immigrants in England,
providing a multifaceted portrayal of the challenges they face in navigating
between two cultures. The language in the text is rich and intricate,
reflecting the cultural nuances and complexities of the characters'
experiences. Aslam’s narrative captures the evolving dynamics within
immigrant communities and the ways in which language becomes a
powerful tool for expressing the tensions and harmonies resulting from
cultural shifts. “Maps for Lost Lovers” stands as a poignant example of how
literature can mirror and interpret the cultural changes that shape our
interconnected world.

Through these multicultural literary texts, readers gain a nuanced
understanding of how language and expression evolve in response to
cultural shifts. The narratives serve as windows into the complexities of
multicultural experiences, capturing the richness and diversity of voices
within the ever-changing landscape of literature.

Global Citizenship through Literature. Examining how literature
inspires global citizenship involves exploring narratives that foster an
understanding and appreciation of diverse cultures.

“The Reluctant Fundamentalist” by Mohsin Hamid serves as a poighant
example of a literary work that emphasizes the idea of belonging to
humanity over divisive identification symbols. The novel follows the
journey of Changez, a Pakistani man pursuing the American dream, whose

13
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perspective shifts after the 9/11 attacks and the subsequent rise in anti-
Muslim sentiments. As Changez grapples with his identity and sense of
belonging in a changing world, the narrative challenges stereotypes and
delves into the complexities of cultural and national affiliations. Hamid’s
work prompts readers to question preconceived notions, fostering a nuanced
understanding of the impact of global events on individual lives.

Through the protagonist’s internal struggles and external challenges,
“The Reluctant Fundamentalist” underscores the universal desire for
connection and acceptance, transcending cultural and religious boundaries.
The novel encourages readers to reflect on shared humanity, emphasizing
empathy and understanding in the face of cultural and geopolitical
differences.

In “Maps for Lost Lovers” by Nadeem Aslam, the concept of global
citizenship is vividly depicted through the interconnected lives of characters
navigating the challenges of cultural displacement and diaspora. Set in a
British Pakistani community, the novel delves into themes of identity,
belonging, and the universal desire for understanding and connection across
borders. Through the intricate tapestry of narratives, readers are exposed to
the complexities of globalization, migration, and the blending of cultures.
As characters grapple with issues of assimilation, discrimination, and the
search for a sense of home, they exemplify the notion of global citizenship
by transcending narrow nationalistic boundaries and embracing a broader,
more inclusive perspective that acknowledges the shared humanity of all
individuals, regardless of their backgrounds or origins. Through literature,
“Maps for Lost Lovers” invites readers to explore the complexities of
cultural identity and the importance of empathy and compassion in fostering
a more interconnected and understanding global community.

In conclusion, by engaging with these literary works, students can
cultivate a sense of global citizenship by appreciating the richness of diverse
cultures, understanding shared human experiences, and gaining insights into
the complexities of our interconnected world. These multifaceted aspects
explored in literary texts serve as powerful tools for fostering cultural
awareness and empathy among students. By delving into characters’ cultural
contexts, students are encouraged to empathize with diverse experiences,
broadening their understanding of the intricacies of human lives.

Cultural awareness, promoted through a nuanced literary analysis,
becomes a valuable tool for students to navigate the complexities of the
world depicted in literature. It goes beyond surface-level interpretations,
encouraging a deeper exploration of the cultural nuances embedded in the
narratives. Inclusivity and representation emerge as crucial components in

14
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this literary journey. Advocating for diverse voices and perspectives in
literary curricula ensures that students encounter a rich tapestry of global
cultures. This approach not only reflects the reality of our interconnected
world but also cultivates a sense of inclusivity, acknowledging the diverse
narratives that contribute to the richness of human experiences.

In essence, these literary explorations transcend the boundaries of pages
and classrooms, becoming transformative agents that shape students into
empathetic individuals with heightened cultural awareness. They underscore
the importance of embracing diversity in literature as a means to foster
understanding, appreciation, and a sense of shared humanity.
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Interactive Classroom Activities for

Language and Cultural Learning
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1. Exploring Cultural Diversity in Bapsi Sidhwa’s
“Ice Candy Man”

Bapsi Sidhwa’s novel “Ice-Candy Man” presents a compelling
exploration of a multicultural society, particularly examining relationships
during a pivotal moment in history. The narrative unfolds through the
perspective of a child, offering insights into the subtleties of life that may
otherwise go unnoticed. The child’s innocence and unique perspective often
lead to a blending of literal and metaphorical meanings, creating a nuanced
and accessible narrative that helps to mitigate the sombre undertones of the
underlying tragedies depicted in the story.

Lenny, the main character in the novel, faces mobility challenges due to
poliomyelitis, which confines her mostly to her home, where she interacts
with relatives and friends. Lenny’s family is part of the Parsee community,
and they employ a Muslim cook and a Hindu nanny. The household staff,
along with the diverse array of people Lenny encounters and spends time
with, represent various faiths including Muslim, Hindu, and Christian, as
well as different ethnic backgrounds such as Parsee, English, Pashto, and
Sikh. These diverse characters enable the author to vividly depict the
cultural richness and diversity present in society.

Political upheavals profoundly impact the lives of each character in the
narrative. The partition of the region into two separate, often antagonistic
countries also results in a socio-cultural fragmentation of the geographical
area. The culturally diverse environment surrounding the protagonist
undergoes a sudden shift, transforming into an atmosphere characterized by
intense opposition, fear, hostility, and suffering.

It’s important to note that many events depicted in the narrative closely
mirror historical realities. The partition of the region between the two
countries was marred by a tragic exodus, with Hindus migrating to India and
Muslims to Pakistan amidst serious conflicts, resulting in unforgettable

16
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tragedies in the countries’ histories. Through the characters’ experiences,
the author portrays the human stories behind these events and offers an
artistic interpretation of the ensuing tragedies. Bapsi Sidhwa highlights the
significant impact of large-scale events on the lives of ordinary individuals
through her portrayal of characters’ choices, motivations, and the
consequences of their actions. By delving into the personal experiences of
her characters, Sidhwa underscores the profound effect that broader events
have on individual lives. This approach allows readers to comprehend the
human tragedy inherent in these circumstances, evoking feelings of sadness,
while also emphasizing the influence of distant events on the destinies of
individuals. Each character in the novel possesses distinct traits, with the
author adeptly crafting vivid and individualized portraits even for those
mentioned only briefly. However, two standout characters, Ice-Candy Man
and Ayah, hold particular significance in elucidating the meaning of the
events depicted. Ayah serves as a symbol of the geographical area, around
which people from diverse cultural backgrounds gather, seemingly united
around a central figure. Yet, as the geographical area undergoes
fragmentation, this symbolic unity dissipates, and Ayah struggles to
maintain harmony among the disparate groups.

Glossary:

Bapsi Sidhwa: Pakistani novelist known for works such as “Ice-Candy
Man” (also published as “Cracking India”), which explore themes of
partition, multiculturalism, and human resilience.

Ice-Candy Man: A key character in the novel, representing the
complexities of identity, desire, and power amidst the backdrop of political
turmoil and partition.

Parsee community: A religious and ethnic community primarily found
in India and Pakistan, practicing Zoroastrianism.

Poliomyelitis: A viral infectious disease that affects the nervous system
and can lead to paralysis, commonly known as polio.

Partition: Refers to the division of British India into two separate
independent nations, India and Pakistan, in 1947.

Exodus: The mass departure or migration of people, often used to refer
to the migration of Hindus and Muslims during the partition of India.

Socio-cultural fragmentation: The breaking apart or division of society
along cultural lines, often resulting from political upheaval or conflict.

Parsee: A member of the Zoroastrian community, primarily found in
India and Pakistan.

Pashto: An ethnic group and language primarily found in Afghanistan
and parts of Pakistan.
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Sikh: A follower of Sikhism, a monotheistic religion originating in the
Punjab region of the Indian subcontinent.

Antagonistic: Characterized by opposition or hostility.

Human tragedy: Events or circumstances that cause great suffering or
distress to individuals or society as a whole.

Destinies: The predetermined course of events considered as something
beyond human power or control.

Unity: The state of being united or joined as a whole.

Harmony: The quality of forming a pleasing and consistent whole;
agreement or accord.

Geographical area: A specific region of land or territory.

Diverse cultural backgrounds: Refers to the variety of cultural heritages,
traditions, and practices represented within a community or society.

Symbolism: The use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities, often
with deeper significance or meaning.

Individualized portraits: Unique and detailed representations of
characters, highlighting their distinctive traits, experiences, and personalities.

Human resilience: The capacity of individuals to recover from adversity,
adapt to challenges, and persevere in difficult circumstances.

Read the selected passages from “Ice Candy Man” by Bapsi Sidhwa
and complete the accompanying exercises

Passage 1. (p. 162. https://archive.org/details/icecandyman0000sidh)

1. Vocabulary Matching. Instructions: Read the provided passages
carefully to understand the context and usage of the vocabulary words.
Match each vocabulary word with its corresponding definition based on
your understanding of the passage.

entourage, baraat, garlands, lungi, one-rupee notes,
musicians, kulah, marigolds, sehra, tonga.

1. A traditional Indian wedding procession, typically involving the
groom’s party traveling to the bride’s family home or wedding venue,
accompanied by music, dancing, and celebration.

2. A traditional garment worn by men in South Asia, consisting of a long
piece of cloth wrapped around the waist and tied.

3. A decorative headgear worn by the groom in traditional Indian
weddings, consisting of strings of flowers or beads that cover the face.
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4. A group of people accompanying an important person, typically a
celebrity or dignitary, often including family members, friends, or
supporters.

5. Individuals who play musical instruments or sing, often hired to provide
entertainment at events such as weddings, parties, or festivals.

6. A traditional horse-drawn carriage used for transportation in South Asia,
typically consisting of a wooden cart with two large wheels.

7. Decorative wreaths or necklaces made from flowers, leaves, or other
materials, often exchanged as a symbol of affection or respect in various
cultural ceremonies.

8. A traditional headgear or cap worn in South Asia, typically made of
cloth and often decorated with embroidery or embellishments.

9. A type of flowering plant with bright yellow or orange flowers,
commonly used in decorations, religious ceremonies, and cultural
celebrations in South Asia.

10. Currency notes with a denomination of one rupee, the basic unit of
currency in India and several other South Asian countries.

2. Connotations. Instructions: Identify the connotation of the
following words. Choose between positive, negative, or neutral
connotations:

a) Baraat,

b) Brassy,

c) Bristling,
d) Distraught,
e) Frightening

3. Critical and Cultural Analysis Exercise. Instructions: Read the
description of the wedding procession in the book. Provide a detailed
response that incorporates critical analysis and cultural insights based on
the description provided by Bapsi Sidhwa. Consider the broader themes,
symbolism, and cultural context portrayed in the passage. Your responses
should demonstrate a deep understanding of the text and its cultural
implications.

1. Explore the significance of the wedding procession in the passage as a
representation of cultural identity and societal dynamics. How does
Bapsi Sidhwa use descriptive language and symbolism to convey deeper
cultural meanings and themes within the narrative?

2. Discuss the role of tradition and modernity in the portrayal of the
wedding procession. How does Sidhwa navigate the tension between
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traditional cultural practices and the influence of contemporary societal
norms? Analyze specific elements of the procession that exemplify this
interplay between tradition and modernity.

3. Investigate the portrayal of gender roles and power dynamics within the
wedding procession. How are male and female characters represented,
and what insights do these representations offer into broader gender
relations within the cultural context depicted by Sidhwa? Consider the
roles of both men and women in organizing and participating in the
procession.

4. Examine the function of rituals and symbolism in the wedding
procession. How do the various rituals and symbols depicted by Sidhwa
contribute to the overall cultural significance of the event? Analyze the
symbolic meanings behind specific elements of the procession, such as
the bridegroom’s attire and the veiling of his face.

5. Critically evaluate the portrayal of social hierarchy and class
distinctions within the wedding procession. How are different social
groups represented, and what does this portrayal reveal about the
stratification of society within the cultural context depicted by Sidhwa?
Consider the interactions between characters from diverse social
backgrounds and the implications of these interactions for broader
societal structures and power dynamics.

4. Paraphrasing Practice: Cultural Celebration. Instructions: read
the passage provided carefully to understand its meaning and context. Pay
attention to the key phrases, expressions, and details mentioned. Observe a
demonstration of paraphrasing by the teacher or facilitator, where a
sentence or paragraph from the passage is rewritten in a different way
while preserving the original meaning.

Example:

Paraphrased Version: “I rush outside with my family to welcome the
baraat as the groom’s procession arrives at our home. A band of six
musicians, dressed in old red uniforms adorned with dull gold trimmings,
starts playing loudly”.

Here are some words and phrases that can be used to replace the
selected words and phrases while paraphrasing the passage:

Baraat: Wedding procession Cardboard hearts: Heart-shaped
Bursts into: Suddenly ornaments
erupts with Satin: Smooth fabric

Entourage: Group of companions Turban: Headwrap
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Lungi: Traditional cloth Kulah: Decorative

wrap head covering

Garlands: Flower wreaths Sehra: Groom’s veil

Beribboned: Decorated Chains: Strands

with ribbons Marigolds: Yellow-orange
flowers

5. Ceremonial Comparisons Exercise: Instructions:

Select a Different Cultural Celebration: Choose a cultural celebration
different from the wedding described in the passage. This could be a
traditional ceremony from another country or culture that students are
familiar with or interested in learning more about (e.g., a Hindu
wedding, a Chinese New Year celebration, a Japanese tea ceremony,
etc.).

Identify Ceremonial Elements: With the chosen cultural celebration in
mind, identify key ceremonial elements such as clothing, music,
decorations, rituals, and symbols.

Compare and Contrast: Create a comparison chart or Venn diagram on a
whiteboard or poster paper. Label one side with “Wedding in the
Passage” and the other side with “Chosen Cultural Celebration”. In the
middle, label the overlapping area “Similarities”.

Refer to the Passage: Review the passage from the novel “Ice-Candy
Man” to identify specific ceremonial elements described, such as the
attire of the bridegroom, the music played by the band, and the arrival
of the baraat.

Research the Chosen Cultural Celebration: Research the cultural
celebration chosen for comparison. Explore online resources, books, or
personal experiences to gather information about the ceremonial
elements involved.

Complete the Comparison: With the gathered information, fill in the
comparison chart or Venn diagram, noting similarities and differences
between the ceremonial elements of the two celebrations.

Here are some vocabulary words that students might find useful while

completing the ceremonial comparisons exercise:

Attire: Clothing or garments worn for a specific occasion or event.
Music: Sound or melodies produced by instruments or voices, often

used to accompany ceremonies or celebrations.

Decorations: Ornaments or adornments used to embellish and enhance

the appearance of a space or object during a celebration.
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Rituals: Formal actions, gestures, or procedures performed according to
a set sequence or tradition, often with symbolic significance.

Symbols: Objects, images, or gestures that represent abstract ideas,
concepts, or cultural meanings.

Cultural Celebration: An event or occasion that commemorates and
honors the traditions, customs, and beliefs of a specific culture or
community.

Traditional Ceremony: A formal event or ritual that follows established
customs and practices passed down through generations within a culture or
community.

Cultural Elements: Various aspects or components that characterize and
define a particular culture's customs, traditions, and practices.

Similarities: Shared characteristics or qualities between two or more
things that are alike in some way.

Differences: Contrasts or distinctions between two or more things that
are not alike in certain aspects.

Research: The process of gathering information or data from various
sources to learn more about a specific topic or subject.

Online Resources: Information and materials available on the internet,
such as websites, articles, videos, and databases.

Personal Experience: Individual encounters, observations, or
participation in cultural celebrations or events that contribute to one's
understanding and knowledge.

Passage 2. (pp. 37-38 https://archive.org/details/icecandyman0000sidh)

1. Matching. Instructions: Match the vocabulary words from the
passage with their definitions.

Altar, Froth, Starched, Kneel Spittle, Malida, Sanctum, Tongs,
Inner,Frankincense

a. A sacred place within a temple or church.

b. A bubbly mass of air or gas in a liquid.

c. Stiffened with starch.

d. Small particles of saliva.

e. A raised structure used for religious rituals or offerings.
f. A type of sweet dish or dessert.
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g. Long-handled metal pincers used for handling objects, typically hot
ones.

h. An aromatic resin used in incense and perfumes.

I. Located inside; interior.

J. To bend the knee(s) and rest on or touch the ground.

2. Cultural Connotations. Instructions: Choose the option that best
reflects the cultural association or implication conveyed by the given
statement.

1. In the passage, the description of the priests wearing “cloth masks
like the one Col. Bharucha wore in the hospital” implies a cultural
association with:

a. Traditional attire

b. Medical practices

c. Protective rituals

2. The mention of “silver trays heaped with fruit — grape, mango,
papaya — and flowers” signifies:

a. Cultural offerings

b. Decorative elements

c. Ceremonial foods

3. When the author describes the temple as having an “inner sanctum”,
it suggests:

a. Exclusive sacred space

b. Outer boundaries

c. Public access areas

4. The reference to “malida cooked by the priest’s wife” implies:
a. Community participation

b. Ritualistic offerings

c. Culinary traditions

5. The use of “sandalwood and frankincense” in the fire altar ritual
indicates:

a. Spiritual significance

b. Aromatic ambiance

c. Cultural practices
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6. The portrayal of “silver tongs” being used to stoke the fire reflects:
a. Precise ceremonial actions

b. Utilization of traditional tools

c. Symbolic gestures

. When the author mentions “Electric-aunt” and “Cousin”, it suggests:
. Family relationships

. Technological advancements

. Modern influences on tradition

O T o

8. The description of the fire altar as “like a gigantic silver egg cup”
evokes:

a. Symbolism of rebirth

b. Cultural symbolism of eggs

c. Metaphorical imagery

9. The act of “kneeling before the altar” signifies:
a. Reverence and respect

b. Submission to authority

c. Ceremonial protocol

10. The mother's reaction of saying, “That’s enough! The meeting’s
about to start. Hurry!” highlights:

a. Balance between religious practice and worldly obligations

b. Cultural emphasis on punctuality

c. Familial dynamics in religious settings

3. Critical and Cultural Analysis Exercise. Instructions: Read the
description of the ceremony in the book. Provide a detailed response
that incorporates critical analysis and cultural insights based on the
description provided by Bapsi Sidhwa. Consider the broader themes,
symbolism, and cultural context portrayed in the passage. Your
responses should demonstrate a deep understanding of the text and its
cultural implications.

1. How does Bapsi Sidhwa use descriptive language and imagery to
convey the atmosphere of the religious ceremony in the temple? Discuss
specific details from the passage that contribute to the overall sense of
solemnity and significance.

2. What cultural traditions and rituals are depicted in the passage, and what
insights do they offer into the community’s values and beliefs? Consider
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the role of tradition in shaping cultural identity and fostering a sense of
communal cohesion.

3. Analyze the symbolism of the fire altar in the passage. How does
Sidhwa use this imagery to explore themes of spirituality, divinity, and
the eternal cycle of creation and destruction?

4. Discuss the protagonist’s prayer for blessings upon family members,
servants, and acquaintances. What does this prayer reveal about the
protagonist’s sense of communal responsibility and interconnectedness
within the community?

5. How do the interpersonal dynamics between the characters, particularly
the protagonist and his family members, enhance our understanding of
cultural values and beliefs? Consider moments of tension or humor in
the passage and their implications for character development and
cultural portrayal.

4. Paraphrasing Practice: Cultural Celebration. Instructions: read
the passage provided carefully to understand its meaning and context. Pay
attention to the key phrases, expressions, and details mentioned. Observe a
demonstration of paraphrasing by the teacher or facilitator, where a
sentence or paragraph from the passage is rewritten in a different way
while preserving the original meaning.

Example:

Paraphrased Version: “They perform a ceremony that has been
practiced for a thousand years. They tend to the fire using silver tongs and
add sandalwood and frankincense to it.”

Here are some words and phrases that can replace selected words and
phrases while paraphrasing the passage:

Full of smoke: Filled with smoke Chanting voices: Singing voices
Cross-legged: Sitting with legs Rise and boom in fierce

crossed competition: Ascend loudly and
Swaying slightly: Slightly rocking competitively

back and forth Prevents specks of spittle from
Fire altar: Sacred fire pit profaning the fire: Shields from
Robed in a swollen froth of spittle to keep the fire pure
starched white muslin: Draped in White sheet amidst silver trays:
billowing white muslin robes Cloth laid among trays of silver
Cloth masks: Fabric face

coverings

25



Mahira Hajiyeva

Heaped with fruit — grape, mango,
papaya — and flowers: Laden with
fruit and flowers, including grapes,
mangoes, papayas

Malida:  Traditional  offering
cooked by the priest’s wife

Join the children sitting patiently:
Sit with the patiently waiting
children

Wooden bench: Bench made of
wood

Our collective mouths drooling:
All of us eagerly anticipating

Cannot be hurried: Cannot be
rushed

Go through a ritual established a
millennium ago: Perform an
ancient ritual

Stoke the fire: Feed the fire

With silver tongs: Using metal
tongs made of silver

Feed it with sandalwood and
frankincense: Add sandalwood
and frankincense to it

5. Exploring Cultural Traditions. Comparison. Instructions:

Select a Different Cultural Tradition: Choose a cultural tradition or
ritual different from the one described in the passage. This could be a
religious ceremony, a cultural celebration, or a traditional practice from
another country or community.

Identify Ritual Elements: Research and identify key elements of the
ritual described in the passage, such as participants, activities, symbolic
objects, and the significance of each aspect.

Research the Chosen Cultural Tradition: Explore the cultural tradition
or ritual chosen for comparison. Gather information about its origins,
participants, rituals, symbolism, and cultural significance.

Create a Comparison Chart: Divide a whiteboard, poster paper, or
digital document into two columns labeled “Ritual in the Passage” and
“Chosen Cultural Tradition”. List the key elements of each ritual under
their respective columns.

Compare and Contrast: Compare and contrast the elements of the two
rituals, noting similarities and differences in participants, activities,
symbolism, and cultural context.

Discuss Cultural Significance: Facilitate a class discussion on the
cultural significance of the rituals. Encourage students to share their
insights into the meaning, purpose, and impact of the rituals within their
respective cultures.

Reflect on Diversity: Conclude the exercise with a reflection on the
diversity of cultural traditions and rituals around the world. Discuss the
importance of understanding and respecting cultural differences.
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Here are some vocabulary words that students might find useful for
exploring cultural traditions and making comparisons based on the
provided passage:

Cultural Traditions: Customs, rituals, and practices passed down
through generations within a culture or community.

Ceremony: Formal ritual or event with symbolic significance, often
associated with cultural traditions.

Ritual: Formalized sequence of actions or gestures performed according
to cultural or religious customs.

Sacred: Revered or highly respected, often associated with religious or
spiritual significance.

Altar: Elevated platform or structure used for religious or ceremonial
purposes, often as a focal point for rituals.

Robes: Long, loose garments worn as a symbol of authority or
ceremonial attire.

Muslin: Lightweight cotton fabric often used for clothing or drapery.

Masks: Coverings worn over the face, often for ceremonial, protective,
or decorative purposes.

Chanting: Singing or reciting words or sounds rhythmically, often as
part of a religious or ceremonial ritual.

Offerings: Objects or items presented as gifts or sacrifices in religious or
ceremonial contexts.

Ritualistic: Relating to or characteristic of rituals, ceremonial practices,
or traditions.

Ancient: Belonging to a past era or time period, often of great age or
historical significance.

Sandalwood: Fragrant wood from trees of the genus Santalum, often
used in religious rituals and ceremonies.

Frankincense: Aromatic resin obtained from trees of the genus
Boswellia, used in incense and perfumes, as well as in religious ceremonies.

Tradition: Beliefs, customs, or practices passed down within a culture
or community from generation to generation.

Cultural Significance: The importance or meaning attributed to certain
customs, rituals, or practices within a specific culture or community.

Passage 3. (p. 95 https://archive.org/details/icecandyman0000sidh)

1. Matching. Instructions: Match the words with their definitions.

Baisakhi, Procession, Zemindar, Puggaree, Ghadka,
Churidar, Pakoras, Jalebis,
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a. A turban worn by men in India

b. A large rotating wheel with seats or baskets for passengers

c. A Sikh festival celebrated in April, marking the birth of the religion
and the wheat harvest

d. A traditional Sikh martial art form involving weapons

e. Tight-fitting trousers worn by men in South Asia

f. A ceremonial or celebratory procession

g. People who assist or serve others, especially in a service industry

h. A landowner or landlord, especially in India

I. Deep-fried snacks made with vegetables or meat coated in chickpea
flour

J- Indian sweets made by deep-frying batter in coil shapes and soaking
them in syrup

2. Cultural Connotations. Instructions: Select the option that best
reflects the cultural association or implication conveyed by the given
statement.

1. The mention of celebrating Baisakhi and the wheat harvest reflects
the cultural significance of:

a. Hindu rituals

b. Sikh traditions

c. Muslim festivals

2. The description of villagers from diverse religious backgrounds
converging on Dera Tek Singh underscores the cultural:

a. Religious tolerance

b. Tribal rituals

c. Social hierarchy

3. The performance of the Ghadka by Sikhs at the fair highlights the
cultural emphasis on:

a. Martial arts

b. Folk dances

c. Religious ceremonies

4. The depiction of food stalls offering onion pakoras and chickpea stew
represents the cultural aspect of:

a. Culinary diversity

b. Vegetarianism

c. Fast food culture
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5. The presence of helium-filled balloons at the fair reflects the
influence of:

a. Western entertainment

b. Traditional festivities

c. Modernization

6. The description of wooden ferris-wheel and its attendants scrambling
among the spokes suggests association with:

a. Mechanical engineering

b. Amusement park culture

c. Rural entertainment

7. The family's enjoyment of syrupy gulab-jamans and jalebis signifies
the cultural significance of:

a. Festive desserts

b. Street food

c. Healthy eating habits

8. The scene of children scrambling for seats on the ferris-wheel and
juggling stones to balance them reflects the cultural value of:

a. Community participation

b. Physical agility

c. Safety regulations

9. The reference to the family scattering at the fair demonstrates the
cultural practice of:

a. Independence

b. Collective decision-making

c. Social bonding

10. The act of Ranna supporting the narrator on the ferris-wheel
exemplifies the cultural value of:

a. Familial responsibility

b. Gender equality

c. Individual freedom

3. Critical and Cultural Analysis Exercise. Instructions: Read the
description of the ceremony in the book. Provide a detailed response
that incorporates critical analysis and cultural insights based on the
description provided by Bapsi Sidhwa. Consider the broader themes,
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symbolism, and cultural context portrayed in the passage. Your
responses should demonstrate a deep understanding of the text and its
cultural implications.

1.

10.

How does Bapsi Sidhwa use the festival of Baisakhi to explore themes
of cultural tradition and intergenerational continuity within the
community of Pir Pindo?

Discuss the significance of the procession to Dera Tek Singh in the
context of the Baisakhi Fair. What does the procession reveal about the
social structure and dynamics of the community?

Analyze the portrayal of Dost Mohammad and his son, Ranna, within
the passage. How does their interaction reflect broader cultural norms
and expectations surrounding family roles and hierarchy?

Explore the symbolism of the Ghadka performance by the Sikh dancers.
What cultural and historical significance does this performance hold
within the Sikh tradition, and how does it contribute to the atmosphere
of the Baisakhi Fair?

Discuss the sensory imagery employed by Sidhwa to depict the sights,
sounds, and smells of the Baisakhi Fair. How does the author’s use of
descriptive language enhance the reader’s immersion in the cultural
event?

Consider the role of food in the passage, particularly the descriptions of
onion pakoras, chickpea stew, and sweet treats like gulab-jamans and
jalebis. How does the food reflect cultural preferences and culinary
traditions within the community?

Analyze the depiction of the ferris-wheel ride at the Baisakhi Fair. What
symbolic significance might be attributed to the ride, and how does it
contrast with more traditional elements of the festival?

Discuss the theme of cultural diversity within the passage, as evidenced
by the presence of Hindu, Muslim, and Sikh villagers at the Baisakhi
Fair. How does Sidhwa portray the coexistence of different religious
and cultural identities within the community?

Explore the protagonist’s feelings of discomfort and insecurity during
the ferris-wheel ride. What do these feelings reveal about her sense of
cultural belonging and adaptation as a city-dweller attending a rural
festival?

Consider the passage’s portrayal of childhood experiences and nostalgia.
How does Sidhwa evoke a sense of nostalgia for the innocence and joy
of childhood, while also highlighting the challenges and complexities of
growing up within a culturally diverse community?
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4. Exploring Cultural Celebrations. Instructions:

e Select a Different Cultural Celebration: Choose a cultural celebration or
festival different from Baisakhi described in the passage. This could be
a religious festival, a harvest celebration, or a cultural event from
another country or community.

e Identify Festival Elements: Research and identify key elements of the
Baisakhi festival described in the passage, such as its significance,
participants, rituals, activities, and traditional foods.

e Research the Chosen Cultural Celebration: Explore the cultural
celebration chosen for comparison. Gather information about its origins,
customs, participants, rituals, and cultural significance.

e Create a Comparison Chart: Divide a whiteboard, poster paper, or
digital document into two columns labeled “Baisakhi Festival” and
“Chosen Cultural Celebration”.  List the key elements of each
celebration under their respective columns.

e Compare and Contrast: Compare and contrast the elements of the two
festivals, noting similarities and differences in their significance, rituals,
activities, and cultural context.

e Discuss Cultural Significance: Facilitate a class discussion on the
cultural significance of the festivals. Encourage students to share their
insights into the meaning, purpose, and impact of the celebrations
within their respective cultures.

e Reflect on Diversity: Conclude the exercise with a reflection on the
diversity of cultural celebrations and festivals around the world. Discuss
the importance of understanding and respecting cultural differences.

Here are some vocabulary words that students might find useful when
discussing different cultural celebrations or festivals:

Religious Festival: A celebration or event that commemorates religious
beliefs or traditions.

Harvest Celebration: A festive event marking the gathering of crops,
often with rituals and ceremonies expressing gratitude.

Cultural Event: A gathering or occasion that showcases the customs,
traditions, and heritage of a particular culture or community.

Ceremony: Formal ritual or observance, often with symbolic
significance, performed on special occasions.

Tradition: Customary beliefs, practices, or customs passed down
through generations within a culture or community.

Ritual: Formalized sequence of actions or behaviors performed
according to cultural or religious customs.
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Custom: Established practice or behavior that is characteristic of a
particular culture or society.

Community: A group of people who share common characteristics,
interests, or beliefs, often residing in the same area or having a sense of
belonging together.

Cultural Heritage: The legacy of physical artifacts and intangible
attributes inherited from past generations, often reflecting a community's
identity and values.

Symbolism: The use of symbols or symbolic actions to represent ideas,
beliefs, or concepts, often with deeper meanings.

Parade: A procession or march featuring floats, performers, and
participants, often held as part of a celebration or festival.

Feast: A large and elaborate meal, often served as part of a celebration
or festival.

Costumes: Clothing or attire worn to represent a specific character,
theme, or cultural tradition, often worn during festivals or celebrations.

Music: Sound or melodies produced by instruments or voices, often
used to accompany cultural celebrations or events.

Dance: Physical movement and expression performed rhythmically to
music, often as part of cultural festivities or ceremonies.

Decoration: Ornamentation or embellishment used to enhance the
appearance of a space or object, often for festive occasions.

Cuisine: The food and cooking styles characteristic of a particular
culture or region, often showcased during cultural celebrations.

Fireworks: Explosive devices producing colored lights, noise, and
visual effects, often used in celebrations and festivals.

Procession: A formal and organized movement of people, often with a
specific purpose or symbolic significance, such as a religious procession.

Unity: The state of being united or joined together as a cohesive group,
often emphasized during cultural celebrations to promote solidarity and
cooperation.

5. Exploring Character Traits. Instructions:

e Identify Key Characters: Identify the main characters mentioned in the
passage, such as the narrator, Imam Din, Ranna, Dost Mohammad, and
others.

e Character Traits Analysis: Analyze the traits of each character based on
their actions, thoughts, and dialogue described in the passage. Consider
aspects such as their appearance, behavior, personality, and
relationships with others.
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e Create Character Profiles: Create individual character profiles for each
main character, including details such as their background, role in the
festival, motivations, strengths, weaknesses, and relationships with
other characters.

e Compare and Contrast Characters: Compare and contrast the traits of
different characters, noting similarities and differences in their
personalities, roles, and relationships within the festival context.

e Discuss Character Development: Facilitate a class discussion on the
development of the characters throughout the passage. Encourage
students to explore how the characters’ actions and interactions
contribute to the overall narrative and themes of the festival.

e Reflect on Character Insights: Conclude the exercise with a reflection
on the insights gained from analyzing the characters. Discuss the
significance of understanding characters’ motivations and relationships
in interpreting the passage and its cultural context.

Here are some vocabulary words that students might find useful when
exploring character traits:

Trait: A distinguishing quality, characteristic, or attribute of a person's
personality or behavior.

Personality: The combination of characteristics or qualities that form an
individual's distinct character, including attitudes, emotions, and behaviors.

Behavior: The way in which a person acts or conducts themselves, often
influenced by their personality traits.

Motivation: The reason or incentive that drives a character to act or
behave in a certain way.

Relationships: The connections or interactions between characters, often
shaped by their traits and behaviors.

Characterization: The process of creating and developing characters in
a story, including their traits, motivations, and relationships.

Protagonist: The main character or central figure in a story, often
driving the plot forward through their actions and decisions.

Antagonist: The character or force that opposes or conflicts with the
protagonist, creating tension and conflict in the story.

Conflict: The struggle or clash between opposing forces, such as
characters, ideas, or external circumstances.

Development: The growth or evolution of a character over the course of
a story, often influenced by their experiences and interactions.

Strengths: Positive qualities or attributes possessed by a character,
which contribute to their abilities or successes.
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Weaknesses: Limitations or vulnerabilities of a character that may
hinder their actions or decisions.

Dynamic: Characterized by change, growth, or development over time,
particularly in response to challenges or conflicts.

Static: Characterized by little or no change or development, often
maintaining consistent traits or behaviors throughout the story.

Round: Complex and multidimensional characters with a variety of
traits, often realistic and relatable to readers.

Flat: Characters with limited depth or complexity, often characterized
by a few dominant traits or stereotypes.

Empathy: The ability to understand and share the feelings or
perspectives of others, often important for developing well-rounded
characters.

Conflict Resolution: The process of resolving or overcoming conflicts
between characters, often requiring compromise, communication, or growth.

Dialogue: Conversations or interactions between characters, often
revealing their traits, motivations, and relationships.

Character Arc: The trajectory of a character's development or change
over the course of a story, often reflecting their growth, transformation, or
resolution.

Passage 4. (p. 56 https://archive.org/details/icecandyman0000sidh )

1. Vocabulary Matching. Instructions: Match the vocabulary words
from the passage with their definitions:

Rioting, Baton charges, Stunt, Racial, Tumult, Chaudhry, Mandi, Peasant,
Calmer, Mullah

a. A village headman or chief

b. Market or marketplace

c. Relating to different races or ethnicities

d. Participating in violent disorder or disturbance of the peace

e. The act of police officers advancing upon a crowd and striking them
with batons

f. A clever or unusual way of doing something for attention

g. A loud, confused noise, especially one caused by a large mass of
people

h. A poor farmer or agricultural laborer

I. More peaceful or less agitated

J- A Muslim trained in religious law and doctrine
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2. Cultural Connotations. Instructions: Select the option that best
reflects the cultural association or implication conveyed by the given
statement.

1. The discussion about “Hindu-Muslim trouble” in the passage reflects
the cultural tensions related to:

a. Religious harmony

b. Ethnic conflicts

c. Political instability

2. The emphasis on solidarity between Sikhs and Muslims against
external threats highlights the cultural value of:

a. Communal unity

b. Individual autonomy

c. Hierarchical authority

3. The mention of the “Sikh granthi” and the “mullah” in the dialogue
signifies the cultural importance of:

a. Religious leaders

b. Political activists

c. Intellectual elites

4. The reference to “Mandi prices set by the Banyas” suggests the
cultural influence of:

a. Market dynamics

b. Government policies

c. Social hierarchies

5. The description of Dost Mohammad carrying his son to the mosque
for evening prayer exemplifies the cultural practice of:

a. Religious devotion

b. Family bonding

¢. Community engagement

6. The assurance to protect “Muslim brothers with our lives” indicates
the cultural value of:

a. Loyalty and solidarity

b. Personal ambition

c. Social justice
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7. The statement “Brothers don’t require oaths to fulfil their duty”
underscores the cultural emphasis on:

a. Trust and integrity

b. Legal obligations

c. Religious rituals

8. The decision of Sikhs and Muslims to saunter across the fields
together after the dialogue symbolizes:

a. Peaceful coexistence

b. Mutual respect

c. Political reconciliation

9. The portrayal of the mosque with a green dome in the centre of Pir
Pindo represents the cultural significance of:

a. Architectural heritage

b. Religious diversity

c. Environmental awareness

10. The assertion that “the madness will not infect the villages™ reflects
the cultural belief in:

a. Rural innocence

b. Urban corruption

c. Global interconnectedness

3. Critical Analysis and Cultural Context Analysis. Instructions:
Read whole passage in the book and for each question, provide a detailed
response that incorporates critical analysis and cultural insights based on
the passage provided by Bapsi Sidhwa. Consider the broader themes,
symbolism, and cultural context portrayed in the passage. Your responses
should demonstrate a deep understanding of the text and its cultural
implications.

1. Paraphrase the significance of Imam Din’s visit and his concerns about
the political unrest in the towns. How does this conversation reflect
broader socio-political tensions of the time?

2. Paraphrase the reaction of the Sikh and Muslim villagers to Imam Din’s
warning about potential communal conflicts. How does their dialogue
illustrate themes of unity and interdependence within the community?

3. Paraphrase the perspectives of the granthi and chaudhry on communal
harmony and cooperation. How do their views contribute to the
portrayal of rural solidarity amidst urban turmoil?
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10.

Paraphrase the symbolism of Dost Mohammad taking his son to the
mosque for evening prayer. What cultural and religious traditions does
this action represent, and how does it contrast with the political tensions
discussed earlier?

Paraphrase the significance of the mullah’s statement about the duty of
brothers to protect each other. How does this statement reflect cultural
values of trust and communal solidarity?

Paraphrase the protagonist’s decision to stay back with the women
during the evening prayer. How does this decision reflect cultural norms
surrounding gender roles and participation in communal activities?
Paraphrase the description of the mosque in Pir Pindo. How does this
description contribute to the sense of community and religious identity
within the village?

Paraphrase the portrayal of the village’s relationship with nearby towns
and urban centers. How do the villagers perceive themselves in relation
to the urban areas, and how does this perception shape their response to
political and social unrest?

Paraphrase the theme of resilience and resistance within the passage.
How do the villagers’ determination to maintain unity resonate with
broader narratives of solidarity in South Asian history?

Paraphrase the relevance of the passage to contemporary issues of
communal harmony and conflict resolution. How might the themes
conveyed offer insights into addressing modern challenges of interfaith
relations and social cohesion?

4. Paraphrasing Practice: Cultural Celebration. Instructions: read

the passage provided carefully to understand its meaning and context. Pay
attention to the key phrases, expressions, and details mentioned. Observe a
demonstration of paraphrasing by the teacher or facilitator, where a
sentence or paragraph from the passage is rewritten in a different way
while preserving the original meaning.

Example:
Paraphrased Version: “Then there’s the ongoing conflict between

Hindus and Muslims”, he adds, pausing to reflect. “It’s escalating, and
tensions are rising between Sikhs and Muslims too™.
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Here are some vocabulary words that students might find useful when

paraphrasing the passage:

Serious: Grave, significant,
important

Sly: Sneaky, cunning, deceitful
Rioting:  Unrest, disturbances,
civil disorder

Baton charges: Police intervention
using batons to disperse crowds
Mobs: Crowds, masses, groups of
people

Stunt: Action, maneuver, scheme
Hindu-Muslim: Interfaith,
communal, religious

Ugly: Disturbing, unpleasant,
disagreeable

Spreading: Extending,
proliferating, expanding

Granthis: Sikh religious leaders,
priests

Racial stock: Ancestral heritage,
ethnic lineage

Alert to: Aware of, vigilant about,
attentive to

Bound by: Connected by, tied to,
linked with

Toil: Hard work, labor, effort
Mandi: Market, marketplace,
trading center

Banyas: Hindu merchant caste,
traders

Common enemy: Shared
adversary, mutual foe

Peasant: Farmer, agricultural
worker, rural laborer

Oaths: Pledges, promises,
commitments

Duty: Obligation, responsibility,
commitment

Brothers: Comrades, allies, fellow
members

Fragile: Weak, delicate, frail
Elderly: Senior, aged, older
Fulfill: Carry out, complete,
execute

Passage 5. (p. 171 https://archive.org/details/icecandyman0000sidh)

1. Vocabulary Matching. Instructions: Match the vocabulary words
from the passage with their definitions.

Turbans, Chaudhry, Puggaree, Marauding, Monsoon, Intolerable,
Disarmed, Mutilating, Shrieks, Embedded

a. Deprived of weapons or means of attack or defense

b. Firmly fixed or established within a surrounding mass

c. A cloth wound around the head, forming a turban

d. A village headman or chief

e. A long piece of cloth wrapped around the head, worn chiefly by men
in South Asia
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f. A loud, sharp cry expressing pain or fear

g. Impossible to endure or tolerate

h. Inflicting severe damage or injury by cutting or tearing

i. A seasonal wind in South Asia, blowing from the southwest in
summer and bringing heavy rains

J. Engaging in raiding for plunder

2. Analyzing Emotions in the Passage. Instructions: Read the
passage carefully and identify the words and phrases that convey the
feelings, desperate situation, hope, and despair of the people. Choose the
best description for each identified emotion from the options provided.

Desperate Situation:

1. In the passage, the phrase “lower halves of their faces wrapped in the
ends of their turbans” conveys a sense of:

a. Comfort

b. Camaraderie

c. Concealment

2. The phrase “speaking in a matter-of-fact voice that disguises his ache
and fear” suggests a sense of:

a. Confidence

b. Resignation

c. Optimism

3. The word “trembles slightly” portrays a feeling of:
a. Strength
b. Despair
c. Determination
4. The description “like swarms of locusts, moving in marauding bands”
implies a sense of:
a. Orderliness
b. Chaos
c. Security

5. The statement “But how many Muslims can the Sikh villagers
befriend?” reflects a glimmer of:

a. Resilience

b. Optimism

c. Realism

39



Mahira Hajiyeva

6. The reaction of the villagers shrinking visibly suggests a feeling of:
a. Confidence

b. Despair

c. Elation

7.The phrase “their ranks swollen by thousands of refugees” hints at a
possibility of:

a. Assistance

b. Isolation

c. Abandonment

8. The mention of “the loss of hope is a physical thing” describes a
profound sense of:

a. Relief

b. Desparation

c. Exhilaration

9. The description “old grandmother, her frail voice quavering bitterly”
evokes a feeling of:

a. Sorrow

b. Joy

c. Serenity

10. The statement “to uproot themselves from the soil of their ancestors
had seemed to them akin to tearing themselves” suggests a sense of:

a. Connection

b. Alienation

c. Disinterest

3. Critical Analysis and Cultural Context Analysis. Instructions:
Read whole passage in the book and for each question, provide a detailed
response that incorporates critical analysis and cultural insights based on
the passage provided by Bapsi Sidhwa. Consider the broader themes,
symbolism, and cultural context portrayed in the passage. Your responses
should demonstrate a deep understanding of the text and its cultural
implications.

1. Paraphrase the scene where the scouting party returns to the village and
delivers the news of Sikh attacks on neighboring villages. How does this
scene evoke a sense of fear and despair among the villagers?
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10.

Analyze the symbolism of Dost Mohammad’s appearance and
demeanor as he addresses the villagers about the attacks. How does his
physical state reflect the emotional toll of the situation?

Discuss the portrayal of communal violence and its impact on the
Muslim villagers. How does Sidhwa depict the brutality of the attacks
and the resulting trauma experienced by the community?

Explore the role of the police in the passage and their failure to protect
the Muslim villagers. What does this failure reveal about the breakdown
of law and order in the face of communal violence?

Examine the villagers’ reactions to the news of the attacks, particularly
the women's expressions of grief and despair. How does their response
highlight the vulnerability of marginalized communities in times of
conflict?

Consider the villagers’ conflicted feelings about their decision to stay in
the Punjab. How does Sidhwa explore themes of identity, belonging,
and displacement in the passage?

Analyze the influence of political leaders like Gandhi, Nehru, and
Jinnah on the villagers"decision-making process. How do their
assurances of protection and unity contrast with the reality of communal
violence?

Discuss the role of interfaith relationships, particularly between the
Muslim villagers and their Sikh neighbors, in the context of communal
tensions. How do these relationships shape the villagers’ perceptions of
safety and security?

Explore the theme of betrayal and disillusionment in the passage. How
do the villagers’ experiences challenge their beliefs in communal
harmony and mutual support?

Reflect on the passage’s relevance to broader historical and socio-
political contexts, particularly the partition of India and the violence that
accompanied it. How does Sidhwa’s depiction of communal tensions
and their devastating consequences contribute to our understanding of
this period in South Asian history?

Discussion Points. Language and Cultural Associations in “Ice

Candy Man”’.

e Multilingualism and Code-Switching: Explore the use of multiple

languages and dialects in the novel, including Urdu, Punjabi, and English.
Discuss how characters navigate language barriers and cultural differences,
and how language reflects social hierarchies and identities.
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e Colonial Legacy: Analyze how the colonial history of India shapes
the language and cultural associations in the novel. Consider the influence
of British colonialism on linguistic norms, cultural practices, and power
dynamics among characters from different social backgrounds.

e Symbolism and Cultural References: Examine the symbolic
significance of cultural references, such as food, clothing, music, and
religious rituals. Discuss how these cultural elements contribute to the
richness of the narrative and deepen the reader’s understanding of the
characters and setting.

e Identity and Belonging: Reflect on how language and cultural
associations contribute to characters’ sense of identity and belonging.
Consider the experiences of characters like Lenny, who straddle multiple
cultural and linguistic worlds, and analyze how they negotiate their
identities in a diverse and complex society.

e Social Commentary: Discuss how language and cultural associations
are used to critique social norms, gender roles, and class distinctions in
colonial and post-colonial India. Explore how characters’ use of language
reflects their social status, political beliefs, and personal agency.

e Narrative Structure: Evaluate the narrative structure of the novel,
which is framed as a series of diary like entries written by the young
protagonist, Lenny. Discuss how this format influences the reader’s
engagement with the story and characters, and analyze its effectiveness in
conveying the historical and cultural context of partition-era India.

e Characterization: Assess the depth and complexity of the characters
in “Ice Candy Man”, including Lenny, the Ayah, Ice Candy Man, and others.
Discuss how their language, actions, and relationships contribute to their
development and impact the narrative’s themes.

e Historical Accuracy: Consider the novel’s portrayal of the partition
of India in 1947 and its aftermath. Evaluate the author’s use of historical
events and settings to create a vivid backdrop for the story, and assess the
accuracy and authenticity of the novel’s depiction of this tumultuous period
in South Asian history.

e Themes and Symbols: Analyze the novel’s exploration of themes
such as identity, loss, trauma, and resilience. Discuss how symbols and
motifs, such as the ice candy man’s cart, the Lahore Gate, and the partition
itself, deepen the reader’s understanding of these themes and contribute to
the overall impact of the narrative.

e Narrative Voice: Examine the role of Lenny as the narrator and
protagonist of the story. Discuss how her perspective shapes the reader’s
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interpretation of events and characters, and analyze the narrative’s treatment
of childhood innocence, maturity, and memory.

Here are some words and phrases that ESL students can use in
discussion points about language and cultural associations in “Ice Candy
Man”:

Language Bilingualism, Mother tongue, Vernacular,
Dialect, Accent, Code-switching, Fluency,
Linguistic diversity, Lingua franca, ldioms and
expressions

Cultural Cultural heritage, Ethnicity, Traditions,
Associations Customs Cultural assimilation, Cultural identity,
Cultural norms, Ethnocentrism, Cultural
relativism, Cultural exchange

Identity and Identity crisis, Sense of belonging, Cultural
Belonging integration

Alienation, Marginalization, Cultural pride,
Cultural diversity, Identity formation,
In-group vs. out-group, Cultural appropriation
Historical Context Colonialism, Post-colonialism, Independence,
Partition, Nationalism, Imperialism,
Globalization, Diaspora, Migration, Cultural
displacement

Social Relations Social hierarchy, Discrimination, Prejudice,
Stereotypes, Racism, Xenophobia, Inclusivity,
Tolerance, Acceptance, Intercultural
communication

Literary Devices Symbolism, Imagery, Metaphor, Allegory,
Foreshadowing, Theme, Motif,
Characterization, Narrative perspective,

Plot development

2. Multicultural Perspectives in Mohsin Hamid’s
“The Reluctant Fundamentalist”

Mohsin Hamid is an author known for his distinct writing approach,
each of his works is characterized by a unique style. The novel we analyze,
“The Reluctant Fundamentalist”, captivates readers not only with its
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thematic depth but also with its stylistic portrayal of those themes. Tracing
the protagonist’s journey through life, the author delves into complex issues
such as identity, global citizenship, moral dilemmas, and shifting dynamics
within multicultural settings.

Changez, a Pakistani youth of considerable talent and profound
introspection, pursues higher education in America and is forging a
prosperous career. Yet, the intricate web of global political relations
between these two countries significantly impacts his life. Continually
drawing parallels between his adopted country and his homeland, Changez
grapples with a sense of inner turmoil over his identity. However, as
political tensions escalate into armed conflict, Changez’s internal
comparisons morph into a source of identity dilemma.

The rise of radical nationalism in America exacerbates Changez’s
struggle with his identity dilemma, transforming it into a significant mental
conflict. Previously, the protagonist endeavoured to assimilate into
American culture, but now he seeks to assert his origins more prominently
through his appearance and demeanour. Remarkably, the simple act of
growing a beard becomes a cause for concern among those around him,
illustrating how easily divisions can form among people.

Another factor binding Changez to America is his love for a woman
named Erika. However, as Erika’s mental health deteriorates and she
becomes distant from Changez, America begins to feel like a foreign land to
him. The protagonist’s contemplations about Janissaries strongly shape the
thematic direction of the narrative. Consequently, feeling unwanted in
America, Changez decides to return to his homeland. Yet, this marks just
the beginning of his journey of self-discovery, as he grapples with
conflicted feelings of belonging and alienation in his own country.The
writing style of the narrative keeps readers in a state of constant anticipation,
with the author maintaining a gripping intensity of development until the
conclusion. The protagonist’s interactions with an American counterpart
provide a platform for contrasting motivations, thoughts, and plans
throughout the story. Through this, the writer effectively presents important
themes and ideas while enhancing the artistic depth of the narrative.

Glossary:

Distinct: Unique, different, Protagonist: The main character
individual or central figure in a story
Stylistic: Relating to style, Introspection: Examination or
manner, or technique of writing observation of one’s own thoughts
Thematic: Relating to the main and feelings

themes or subjects of a work
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Forge: To create or develop with
effort and determination

Intricate: Complex, detailed,
elaborate

Web: A complex network or
structure

Parallels: Similarities or
comparisons between two things
Grapple: Struggle or wrestle with
a problem or issue

Turmoil: State of confusion,
disturbance, or uncertainty
Escalate: To increase or intensify
rapidly

Assimilate: To adopt or adapt to
the customs or culture of a new
environment

Demeanor: Outward behavior or
conduct

Exacerbate: To make a problem
or situation worse

Mental conflict: Internal struggle
or dilemma within one’s mind
Deteriorate: To become worse or
decline in quality

Contemplations: Deep thoughts or
reflections

Thematic direction: The
overarching focus or trajectory of
the themes in the narrative
Self-discovery: Process of
learning about oneself and one’s
identity

Intensity: Strength or force of
something

Interactions: Exchanges or
communications between people
Contrasting: Highlighting
differences or disparities
Motivations: Reasons or drives
behind one’s actions

Artistic depth: Complexity or
richness of artistic expression.

Read the selected passages from “The Reluctant Fundamentalist”
by Mohsin Hamid and complete the accompanying exercises

Passage 1. (pp. 5-6 https://www.perlego.com/book/3185735/the-

reluctant-fundamentalist-pdf)

1. Vocabulary Matching. Instructions: Match the vocabulary words

from the passage with their definitions.

Alarmed, Mission, Assistance,

Complexions,
Bearing, Upholstered, Intermittent, Substantial

Vent, Bench-presses,

a. Demeanor or posture
b. Help or support

c. An opening to allow for movement or ventilation
d. Occurring at irregular intervals; not continuous

e. Feeling of fear or unease

45



Mahira Hajiyeva

f. Covered or furnished with soft material for comfort

g. Important task or assignment

h. Natural color or appearance of the skin, especially of the face
I. Lift weights lying on a bench

J. Considerable in importance, value, or degree

2. Analyzing Underlying Meanings. Instructions: Read the passage
carefully and consider the underlying meanings conveyed through the
narrator's words and actions. Choose the best interpretation for each
question.

1. What does the narrator’s observation about the protagonist’s bearing
primarily suggest?

a. The protagonist’s physical appearance is intimidating.

b. The protagonist’s demeanor indicates his nationality.

c. The protagonist’s posture reveals his level of confidence.

2. Why does the narrator mention the district of Old Anarkali and its
namesake?

a. To highlight the historical significance of the area.

b. To provide context for the protagonist’s visit.

c. To emphasize the protagonist’s interest in local culture.

3. What does the narrator’s insistence on offering assistance to the
protagonist imply?

a. The narrator is genuinely helpful and hospitable.

b. The narrator is intrigued by the protagonist’s presence.

c. The narrator is trying to establish a sense of camaraderie.

4. What might the choice of the “quest for the perfect cup of tea”
symbolize?

a. The protagonist’s search for comfort and familiarity.

b. The protagonist’s desire for cultural immersion.

c. The protagonist’s pursuit of excellence in small pleasures.

5. Why does the narrator comment on the protagonist’s reluctance to
remove his jacket?

a. To highlight cultural differences between the protagonist and the

narrator.

b. To suggest that the protagonist is uncomfortable in the setting.

c. To imply that the protagonist is overly formal or reserved.
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6. What does the narrator’s disclosure about his experience in America
reveal?

a. The narrator’s attempt to establish credibility with the protagonist.

b. The narrator’s desire to impress the protagonist with his knowledge.

c. The narrator’s intention to forge a personal connection with the

protagonist.

7. Why does the narrator mention the specific locations of New York
and Princeton?

a. To provide context for his familiarity with American culture.

b. To suggest that he has encountered people similar to the protagonist

before.

c. To demonstrate his own achievements and social status.

8. What might the narrator’s comment about guessing Princeton
signify?

a. The narrator’s keen perception and intuition.

b. The narrator’s attempt to flatter the protagonist.

c. The narrator’s subtle boasting about his educational background.

3. Synonym Search. Instructions: Read the passage carefully and
identify synonyms for the following words. Write down the synonyms you
find in the passage.

a. Aid, help, support g.Tongue, dialect, communication
b. Concerned, startled, anxious k. Skin tones, pigmentation, hues
c. Afraid, scared, terrified I. Attire, clothing, garments

d. Enthusiast, admirer, aficionado m. Bought, acquired, obtained

e. Observed, perceived, detected n. Broad, extensive, wide

f. Searching, seeking, scanning 0. Demeanor, behavior, posture
g. Task, assignment, objective p. Offense, affront, slight

h. Indigenous, local, original g. Perception, insight, analysis

i. Orator, lecturer, presenter r. Search, pursuit, expedition

4. Antonym Search. Instructions: Read the passage carefully and
identify antonyms for the following words. Write down the synonyms you
find in the passage.

a. Hindrance, obstruction, b. Calm, composed, untroubled
impediment c. Brave, fearless, courageous

47



Mahira Hajiyeva

d. Ignored, overlooked, disregarded  g. Limited, restricted, narrow
e. Foreign, alien, non-native h.Minimizes,reduces,decreases
f. Sold, bartered, exchanged

5. Uncovering Clues: Character, Place, and Time. Instruction: Read

whole passage in the book carefully and identify hidden clues about the
characters, the place of narration, and the time period. Write down your
observations and interpretations based on the subtle hints provided in the
text.

1.

2.

3.

o

10.

What subtle clues does the speaker give about his own identity and
background?

How does the speaker discern the nationality of the person he is
addressing?

What details does the speaker provide about the appearance of the
person he is addressing?

What can you infer about the setting based on the reference to “the
district of Old Anarkali”?

What historical or cultural references are embedded in the passage?
How does the speaker’s language and demeanor reflect the time period
in which the narration takes place?

What does the mention of “the quest for the perfect cup of tea” reveal
about the cultural context?

What insights can you gather about the social dynamics and interactions
between characters from the dialogue?

How does the speaker’s offer of assistance contribute to the
development of the narrative?

In what ways does the passage foreshadow future events or themes in
the story?

Passage 2. (pp. 19-20 https://www.perlego.com/book/3185735/the-

reluctant-fundamentalist-pdf)

1. Vocabulary Matching. Instructions: Match the vocabulary words

from the passage with their definitions:

Perched, Achievements, Civilization, Resentful, Barbarians, Disparity,
Orientation, Ethos, Trainee, Gleaming

a. The characteristic spirit or beliefs of a community or culture
b. Introduction or guidance provided to new members of an
organization
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c. Accomplishments or successes

d. A complex society characterized by urban development, social
stratification, and cultural advancements

e. A noticeable difference or inequality

f. Positioned or balanced precariously

g. A person undergoing training or instruction

h. Feeling bitterness or indignation at something perceived as unfair
1. People considered primitive or uncivilized

J. Shining brightly, especially with reflected light

2. Analyzing Underlying Meanings. Instructions: Read the passage
carefully and consider the underlying meanings conveyed through the
narrator's words and actions. Choose the best interpretation for each
question.

1. Why does the narrator feel resentful when comparing Pakistan to
America?

a. The narrator feels inferior due to the technological advancements in

America.

b. The narrator feels proud of Pakistan’s historical achievements.

c. The narrator feels ashamed of Pakistan’s current state compared to its

past glory.

2. What does the narrator’s pride in the Underwood Samson offices
signify?

a. The narrator’s allegiance to his Pakistani heritage.

b. The narrator’s identification with his professional role.

c. The narrator’s admiration for American architecture.

3. What might the comparison between the Indus River basin and
America symbolize?

a. The narrator’s longing for Pakistan’s ancient glory.

b. The narrator’s admiration for America’s educational system.

c. The narrator’s frustration with Pakistan’s lack of progress.

4. What does the narrator’s wish to show his family the Underwood
Samson offices reveal?

a. The narrator’s desire for familial approval and recognition.

b. The narrator’s longing for Pakistan's urban development.

c. The narrator’s pride in his American colleagues.
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5. Why does the narrator feel proud in the lobby of Underwood
Samson?

a. The narrator is impressed by the technological advancements of the

building.

b. The narrator feels a sense of belonging to the global community.

c. The narrator experiences a temporary escape from his national

identity.

6. What does the narrator’s comparison of Pakistani cities to American
universities highlight?

a. The narrator’s admiration for America’s cultural diversity.

b. The narrator’s disappointment with Pakistan’s educational system.

c. The narrator’s recognition of America’s economic power.

7. Why does the narrator emphasize being an “Underwood Samson
trainee” rather than a Pakistani?

a. The narrator seeks validation from his American colleagues.

b. The narrator feels disconnected from his cultural roots.

c. The narrator prioritizes his professional identity over his national

identity.

8. What does the narrator’s pride in the firm’s ethos suggest about his
mindset?

a. The narrator values corporate culture over personal values.

b. The narrator is eager to assimilate into American society.

c. The narrator sees his role at Underwood Samson as a source of pride

and purpose.

9. Why does the narrator feel ashamed when reminded of the disparity
between Pakistan and America?

a. The narrator is envious of America’s SUCCESS.

b. The narrator feels responsible for Pakistan’s shortcomings.

c. The narrator feels a sense of cultural betrayal.

10. What does the narrator’s description of the view from the lobby
symbolize?

a. The narrator’s admiration for American urban development.

b. The narrator’s recognition of America’s technological advancements.

c. The narrator’s realization of the global impact of American
civilization.
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3. Synonym Search. Instructions: Read the passage carefully and

identify synonyms for the following words. Write down the synonyms you
find in the passage.

S@ o a0 o

Enthusiasm, exhilaration, fervor  i. Society, culture, civilization
Amazement, astonishment, marvel j. Contrasts, parallels, analogies
Spectacle, theatricality, intensity k. Discrepancy, inequality,

Authority, dominance, influence imbalance

Perspective, outlook, panorama I. Apprentice, intern, learner
Disturbed, perturbed, unsettled m. Remarkable, awe-inspiring,

Bitter, aggrieved, indignant notable
Accomplishments,successes, n. Prospect, panorama, view
triumphs 0. Demonstration, display, exhibition

p. Values, principles, beliefs

4. Antonym Search. Instructions: Read the passage carefully and

identify antonyms for the following words. Write down the synonyms you
find in the passage.

Boredom, apathy, indifference Barbarism, primitiveness,
Disinterest, familiarity, routine savagery

Weakness, impotence, Equality, balance, uniformity
helplessness Expert, professional, veteran
Calm, composed, tranquil Unimpressive, ordinary,
Content, satisfied, forgiving unremarkable

Failures, setbacks, Proud: Humble, modest,
disappointments unassuming

5. Uncovering Clues: Character, Emotions, Place, and Time.

Instruction: Read whole passage in the book carefully and identify hidden
clues about the characters, the place of narration, and the time period.
Write down your observations and interpretations based on the subtle
hints provided in the text.

1.

2.

3.

What is the significance of the protagonist’s excitement about New
York being intertwined with his excitement about Underwood Samson?
How does the description of the location of Underwood Samson’s
offices in midtown New York contribute to the understanding of the
setting?

What contrasts are drawn between the protagonist’s experiences in
Pakistan and his experiences in America?
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4.

5.

10.

How does the protagonist’s perspective on his identity shift when he
joins Underwood Samson?

What emotions does the protagonist feel as he reflects on the disparities
between Pakistan and America?

What clues does the passage provide about the time period in which the
narrative takes place?

How does the protagonist’s pride in his new role as an Underwood
Samson trainee contrast with his feelings of resentment towards
America?

What insights does the passage offer about the protagonist’s relationship
with his family and his desire to impress them?

How does the description of the orientation presentation reveal aspects
of the company’s culture and values?

What can be inferred about the protagonist’s character based on his
reactions and reflections in the passage?

Passage 3. (pp.8, 34-35 https://www.perlego.com/book/3185735/the-

reluctant-fundamentalist-pdf)

Passage 4. (pp.81-82 https://www.perlego.com/book/3185735/the-

reluctant-fundamentalist-pdf)

Passage 5. (pp.11 -12 https://www.perlego.com/book/3185735/the-

reluctant-fundamentalist-pdf)

1. Matching Exercise. Instructions: Match the vocabulary words with

their synonyms:

1.Accreted 2. Broach 3. Sophisticated | a. Paused b. Allowed c. Elegant
4. Permitted 5. Hesitated 6. Urban d. Bring up e. Accumulated
7. Precisely 8. Spectrum 9. Residence | f. Range g. Dwelling h. Exactly

10. Sentimental 11. Exhilarating I. City j. Emotional k. Obtain
12. Admittedly 13. Enjoy14. Excellent | I. Pleasure m. Acknowledged
15. Acquire n. Fantastic 0. Remarkably

2. Analysis. Instructions: Consider the context, tone, and implications

of the statements made by the interviewer and the student.

1. What underlying message might be conveyed by the interviewer’s

repeated questioning about the student’s financial aid status?

a. The interviewer is genuinely interested in understanding the student’s
financial situation.
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b. The interviewer is trying to assess the student’s resourcefulness and
determination.

c. The interviewer is subtly probing the student’s socio-economic
background.

2. What could the interviewer’s statement, “You must have really
needed the money”, suggest about their perception of the student?

a. The interviewer sympathizes with the challenges the student faced.

b. The interviewer admires the student’s financial independence.

c. The interviewer doubts the student’s ability to succeed without

financial assistance.

3. Based on the passage, what inference can be made about the student’s
feelings towards discussing financial aid?

a. The student feels confident and proud of their financial situation.

b. The student feels uncomfortable and hesitant to discuss their financial

background.

c. The student feels indifferent towards their financial aid status.

4. What implication can be drawn from the interviewer’s observations
about the student’s appearance and accent?

a. The interviewer believes the student is well-suited for success in their
environment.

b. The interviewer assumes the student comes from a privileged
background.

c. The interviewer appreciates the diversity and sophistication the
student brings.

5. How does the interviewer’s comparison of the student to a “shark”
contribute to the underlying theme of the passage?

a. It underscores the student’s competitive nature and determination to

succeed.

b. It highlights the interviewer’s admiration for the student’s resilience

and adaptability.

c. It reflects the student’s struggle with imposter syndrome and feelings

of inadequacy.

6. What does the comparison between Lahore’s newer districts and its
older, congested areas imply about urban development?

a. Newer districts prioritize pedestrian-friendly features, while older

areas prioritize vehicular traffic.
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b. The passage suggests that older areas of Lahore are more democratic
in their urban planning compared to newer districts.

c. There is a suggestion that the design of urban spaces reflects social
hierarchies and historical influences.

7. What does the narrator’s sentiment towards New York reveal about
their emotional attachment to the city?

a. The narrator dislikes New York due to its crowded streets and urban

congestion.

b. The narrator feels a strong emotional connection to New York,

considering it akin to coming home.

c. The passage indicates that the narrator feels indifferent towards New

York, despite living there for a significant period.

8. How does the narrator’s experience in New York contrast with their
feelings towards Lahore?

a. The narrator feels more connected to Lahore due to its historical

significance and cultural familiarity.

b. The passage suggests that the narrator feels alienated in New York

but finds a sense of belonging in Lahore.

c. The narrator finds similarities between Lahore and New York,

indicating a seamless transition between the two cities.

9. What does the narrator’s reflection on their skin color and
interactions with tourists imply about their identity in New York?

a. The narrator feels uncomfortable with their appearance and struggles

with identity issues in New York.

b. The passage suggests that the narrator’s skin color allows them to

blend in with the diverse population of New York.

c. There is an implication that the narrator’s appearance prompts

assumptions and questions about their identity in New York.

10. How does the narrator’s departure from New York contrast with
their initial sentiment towards the city?

a. The narrator’s departure from New York is depicted as a relief from
the emotional attachment they once felt.

b. The passage indicates that the narrator’s fondness for New York
remains despite their eventual departure from the city.

c. There is a suggestion that the narrator’s initial excitement about New
York diminishes over time, leading to their departure.
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11. What does the narrator’s reflection on Princeton imply about their

experience at the university?

a. The narrator feels indifferent towards Princeton and does not
appreciate its impact on their life.

b. There is a suggestion that Princeton played a significant role in the
narrator’s personal and academic development.

c. The passage indicates that the narrator regrets attending Princeton due
to its lengthy and convoluted nature.

12. What underlying theme about identity and alienation is suggested by

the narrator’s mention of tea in relation to their experience at Princeton?

a. The passage hints at a sense of displacement and longing for familiar
comforts, suggesting a struggle with identity and a feeling of alienation
at Princeton.

b. It suggests that the narrator found solace and comfort in tea, using it
as a coping mechanism to overcome feelings of isolation and loneliness
at Princeton.

. The passage implies that the narrator’s experience at Princeton was
overwhelmingly positive, despite occasional nostalgic thoughts about
tea.

3. Synonym Search. Instructions: Read the passage carefully and

identify synonyms for the following words. Write down the synonyms you
find in the passage.

3.
a.

o

oo o s

Scholarships, grants, tuition f. Affluent, wealthy, prosperous
assistance g. Appreciated, admired,
. Uneasy, discomfited, awkward esteemed
Refined, suave, sophisticated h. Go-getter, achiever, ambitious
. Fashionable, stylish, impeccably individual
attired i. Fit in, integrate, assimilate

Cultivated accent, refined speech,
elegant pronunciation

Modern, contemporary
Openness, expansiveness
Broad, extensive
Shaded, bordered with
trees

Avenues, streets
Uphold, maintain
Ranking, order
Crowded, packed
Labyrinthine, intricate

- DK —o
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j. City, metropolitan n. Procession, march
k. Existence, being 0. Installed, attached
I. Business, enterprise p. Emotional, nostalgic

m. Happenstance, serendipity

5.

a. Thrilling, exciting e. Infused, brewed

b. Elaborate, verbose f. Luxuriant, opulent

c. Achievable, feasible g. Crisp, newly harvested
d. Relish, savor

4. Antonym Search. Instructions: Read the passage carefully and
identify antonyms for the following words. Write down the synonyms you
find in the passage.

3.

a. Self-funded, independently e. Plain accent, common speech,
financed, unsubsidized unembellished pronunciation

b. Comfortable, at ease, relaxed f. Poor, impoverished, destitute

Rough, unrefined, crude
Sloppy, unkempt, disheveled

Disliked, detested, scorned
. Timid, passive, meek
Exclude, isolate, segregate

oo

4.

a. Older, ancient f. Open, clear

b. Narrowness, confinement g. Direct, straightforward
c. Narrow, restricted h. Rural, countryside

d. Relinquish, abandon i. Plan, intention

e. Equality, parity J- Unemotional,indifferent
5.

a. Dull, unexciting d. Remember, recall

b. Concise, succinct e. Dislike, loathe

c. Impossible, unattainable f. Stale, old

5. Uncovering Clues: Character, Emotions, Place, and Time.
Instruction: Read whole passage in the book carefully and identify hidden
clues about the characters, the place of narration, and the time period.
Write down your observations and interpretations based on the subtle
hints provided in the text.
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= w

10.

=&

What clues does the passage provide about the protagonist’s
background and upbringing?

How does the protagonist feel about discussing financial matters during
the interview, and what emotions does this evoke?

What hints does the passage offer about the setting, particularly
regarding the city of Lahore and its historical significance?

Based on the characters’ interactions, what can be inferred about the
time period and societal norms?

How does the dialogue between the characters reveal their personalities
and attitudes towards wealth and privilege?

What does Jim’s statement about the protagonist being a “shark” signify,
and how does it contribute to the understanding of the character
dynamics?

In what ways does the passage explore themes of identity,
socioeconomic status, and belonging?

How does the protagonist’s silence in response to Jim’S comments
reflect their internal thoughts and conflicts?

What role does the setting of the interview play in shaping the
atmosphere and mood of the scene?

Considering the protagonist’s reaction to Jim’s remarks, what can be
inferred about their sense of self-awareness and confidence?

What do the descriptions of the districts in Lahore reveal about the
social hierarchy and urban planning of the city?

How does the protagonist’s comparison of Lahore to Manhattan provide
insight into his feelings towards his new home?

What cultural elements in New York evoke feelings of familiarity and
comfort for the protagonist?

How does the protagonist’s experience in New York contrast with his
expectations and previous perceptions?

What emotions or sentiments does the protagonist express towards New
York, and what might this reveal about his character and experiences?
How does the protagonist’s identity evolve during his time in New York,
and what factors contribute to this transformation?

What role does nostalgia play in the protagonist’s reflections on his time
in New York?

How does the language and tone of the passage contribute to the overall
atmosphere and mood of the narrative?
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9.

10.

= o

10.

What clues does the passage provide about the time period in which the
events occur?

How do the protagonist’s interactions with the environment and people
around him shape his understanding of place and identity?

What emotions are conveyed through the narrator’s reminiscence about
Princeton and their hometown?

How does the description of the tea serve as a clue about the cultural
background of the narrator?

What hints does the passage provide about the narrator’s connection to
the city of Princeton and their birthplace?

Can you identify any contrasts or comparisons made between Princeton
and the narrator’s hometown?

How does the narrator” attitude towards Princeton evolve throughout
the passage?

What does the act of pouring another cup of tea symbolize in the
context of the passage?

Based on the tone and language used, what can you infer about the time
period in which the events described take place?

Are there any subtle clues about the socioeconomic status or lifestyle of
the narrator?

How does the narrator’s perspective on their past experiences shape
their present feelings?

What role does nostalgia play in the passage, if any?

Passage 6. (pp. 28-29 https://www.perlego.com/book/3185735/the-

reluctant-fundamentalist-pdf)

Passage 7. (pp. 44-45 https://www.perlego.com/book/3185735/the-

reluctant-fundamentalist-pdf)

1. Matching Exercise. Instructions: Match the vocabulary words with

their synonyms:

1. Annoyed 2. Corruption 3. Elite a. Extremism b. Frolicked

4. Fundamentalism 5. Overtly 6. Chord | c. Upper class d. Malpractice
7. Reassurance 8. Cavorted 9. Stoical | e. Irritated f. clearly g. Heard
10. Overheard 11. Rage 12. Invariably | h. harmony i. Calm j. Always

k. Comfort |. Fury
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2. Analysis. Instructions: Consider the context, tone, and implications
of the statements made by the interviewer and the student.

1. What underlying message about cultural perceptions and attitudes is
conveyed through the narrator’s reaction to Erica’s father’s comments?

a. The passage suggests a sense of cultural superiority and arrogance

prevalent in American attitudes towards other nations.

b. It implies a feeling of defensiveness and sensitivity towards negative

stereotypes and criticisms about the narrator’s home country.

c. The passage indicates a lack of understanding and empathy between

individuals from different cultural backgrounds.

2. How does the narrator’s response reflect their attempt to maintain
politeness and avoid confrontation?

a. The passage suggests that the narrator is confrontational and openly

challenges Erica’s father’s opinions.

b. It indicates that the narrator chooses to respond politely, despite

feeling offended, in order to maintain a sense of decorum and avoid

escalating the conversation.

c. The passage implies that the narrator agrees with Erica’s father’s

criticisms but chooses not to express their true feelings out of fear.

3. What underlying theme about cultural identity and loyalty is
suggested by the narrator’s attitude towards his family’s concerns?

a. The passage implies a sense of detachment and alienation from the

narrator’s family and cultural roots, as he prioritizes his allegiance to

America over their worries.

b. It suggests a strong sense of patriotism and loyalty towards one’s

homeland, as the narrator reassures his family about the situation in

Pakistan despite his own doubts.

c. The passage highlights the struggle of maintaining a balance between

cultural identity and assimilation into a new society, as the narrator

adopts his father’s views to cope with the tension.

4. How does the narrator’s behavior towards the rumors he hears at the
Pak-Punjab Deli reflect his perception of social class and privilege?

a. The passage suggests that the narrator dismisses the rumors because
he believes they only affect lower-class individuals, not someone of his
status as a Princeton graduate.

b. It implies that the narrator is indifferent to the suffering of others, as
he prioritizes his own comfort and security over the well-being of those
who may be impacted by the rumors.
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c. The passage indicates that the narrator is fearful of the rumors but
chooses to ignore them to maintain a sense of normalcy and stability in
his life.

3. Synonym Search. Instructions: Read the passage carefully and
identify synonyms for the following words. Write down the synonyms you
find in the passage.

a. irritated, vexed, agitated f. unemotional, impassive,

b. synopsis, overview, abstract indifferent

c. patronization, disdain, g. motion, signal, indication

superiority h. worry, apprehension, unease

d. courtesy, civility, decorum i. gossip, hearsay, speculation

e. comfort, encouragement, solace J. overstated, inflated,
embellished

4. Antonym Search. Instructions: Read the passage carefully and
identify antonyms for the following words. Write down the synonyms you
find in the passage.

a. pleased, delighted, content f. emotional, sensitive, expressive
b. detailed, exhaustive, g. indifference, unconcern, apathy
comprehensive h. facts, truths, verified

C. respect, admiration, equality information

d. rudeness, impoliteness, i. understated, minimized,
discourtesy downplayed

e. uncertainty, doubt, insecurity

5. Uncovering Clues: Character, Emotions, Place, and Time.

Instruction: Read whole passage in the book carefully and identify hidden

clues about the characters, the place of narration, and the time period.

Write down your observations and interpretations based on the subtle

hints provided in the text.

1. What subtle clues in the interactions between the narrator and Erica’s
father reveal their respective cultural backgrounds and perspectives?

2. How do the emotions of annoyance, fear, anger, and stoicism
experienced by the narrator’s family members in Pakistan reflect the
impact of external events on their lives?

3. What specific details about the locations mentioned in the passages help
to paint a vivid picture of the settings in both America and Pakistan?
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10.

In what ways does the mention of specific time periods, such as
September and October, and references to events like the aftermath of
9/11, contribute to the overall atmosphere and context of the narrative?
How does the narrator’s reaction to rumors and events in America
reflect their perception of their own privilege and identity within
society?

What do the characters’ responses to adversity reveal about their
resilience and coping mechanisms in the face of challenging
circumstances?

How does the narrator’s evolving attitude towards their homeland and
their experiences in America contribute to the themes of identity and
belonging in the text?

What role do cultural stereotypes and prejudices play in shaping the
interactions between characters, particularly in the portrayal of cross-
cultural exchanges?

How do the characters’ differing perspectives on the political and social
issues in Pakistan and America illuminate broader themes of power
dynamics and inequality?

How does the author use subtle hints and details to create a nuanced
portrayal of characters, emotions, places, and time periods throughout
the narrative?

Passage. 8. (pp. 57-58 https://www.perlego.com/book/3185735/the-

reluctant-fundamentalist-pdf)

1. Matching Exercise. Instructions: Match the vocabulary words with

their synonyms:

1. Adjustments 2. Shabby 3. Familiar | a. Admiring b. Modifications
4. Angered 5. Grandeur 6. Enduring c. Naive d. Magnificence

7. Appreciating 8. Unsophisticated e. Dilapidated f. Peculiar

9. Idiosyncratic 10. Substance g. Recognizable

h. Significance i. Persistent
J. Enraged

2. Analysis. Instructions: Consider the context, tone, and implications

of the statements made by the interviewer and the student.

1. How does the narrator’s initial perception of their house reflect a

broader theme of cultural disconnection and disillusionment?

a. The passage suggests that the narrator initially views their house
through the lens of American standards of wealth and luxury, leading to
feelings of shame and embarrassment.
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b. It indicates that the narrator’s sense of identity is tied to his physical
surroundings, causing them to feel alienated when confronted with the
reality of his home’s appearance.

c. The passage implies that the narrator’s feelings of inadequacy stem
from societal pressures to conform to Western ideals of success and
prosperity.

2. How does the narrator’s realization about his changed perspective on
his house reflect a deeper understanding of cultural appreciation and self-
awareness?

a. The passage suggests that the narrator’s initial judgment of his house

was rooted in superficial values, whereas his later appreciation

highlights a shift towards recognizing the richness of his cultural
heritage.

b. It indicates that the narrator’s journey towards self-acceptance is

hindered by external influences, but ultimately, he comes to embrace his

identity and surroundings with a newfound sense of pride.

c. The passage implies that the narrator’s struggle with cultural identity

is resolved through introspection and a reevaluation of his values,

leading to a more profound connection to his heritage.

3. How does the narrator’s resolution to “exorcize the unwelcome
sensibility” symbolize a process of personal growth and reconciliation?

a. The passage suggests that the narrator’s decision to confront his

biases and prejudices reflects a willingness to confront uncomfortable

truths and embrace cultural diversity.

b. It indicates that the narrator’s struggle with identity is resolved

through external validation and acceptance, rather than internal

reflection and self-discovery.

c. The passage implies that the narrator’s journey towards self-

acceptance is hindered by external influences, but ultimately, he comes

to embrace his identity and surroundings with a newfound sense of

pride.

Passage 9. (pp. 67-68 https://www.perlego.com/book/3185735/the-
reluctant-fundamentalist-pdf)

1. Matching Exercise. Instructions: Match the vocabulary words with
their synonyms:
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1. Ambled 2. Upset 3. Personal a.distressed b. disturbance c. private
4. Exaggeration 5.Trouble d. overstatement e. strolled

2. Analysis. Instructions: Consider the context, tone, and implications
of the statements.

1. How does Juan-Bautista’s analogy of the janissaries serve as a
metaphor for the narrator’s internal conflict and identity crisis?

a. The passage suggests that the narrator, like the janissaries, feels torn

between loyalty to their adopted country and compassion for their

homeland, highlighting the complexities of cultural and national

allegiance.

b. It indicates that the narrator’s struggle with identity is resolved

through external validation and acceptance, rather than internal

reflection and self-discovery.

c. The passage implies that the narrator’s decision to work for

Underwood Samson reflects a desire for personal gain, rather than a

sense of duty or moral obligation.

2. How does the narrator’s realization about their role as a “modern-day
janissary” contribute to the theme of moral ambiguity and ethical dilemmas?
a. The passage suggests that the narrator’s decision to work for
Underwood Samson reflects a desire for personal gain, rather than a
sense of duty or moral obligation.
b. It indicates that the narrator’s struggle with identity is resolved
through external validation and acceptance, rather than internal
reflection and self-discovery.
c. The passage implies that the narrator grapples with ethical questions
surrounding their involvement in actions that may harm others for the
benefit of a larger entity, highlighting the moral complexities of modern
society.

Passage 10. (pp. 54- 55. https://www.perlego.com/book/3185735/the-
reluctant-fundamentalist-pdf)

Passage 11. (pp. 36-37 https://www.perlego.com/book/3185735/the-
reluctant-fundamentalist-pdf)

1. Matching Exercise. Instructions: Match the vocabulary words with
their synonyms:
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1. Unintelligible 2. Alarmingly a. Stared b. Startlingly c. Robber
3. Mugger 4. Glared 5. Belligerent | d. Incomprehensible e. Hostile
6. Severe 7. Embarrassingly f. Awkwardly g. Mistrust

8. Suspicion 9. Escort 10. Inspection | h. Accompany i. Scrutiny j. Stern

2. Analysis. Instructions: Consider the context, tone, and implications
of the statements.

1. What does the encounter with the man in the parking lot reveal about
the narrator’s initial reaction?

a. He felt instantly threatened and prepared to defend himself.

b. He immediately recognized the man as a friend.

c. He ignored the man and continued walking to his car.

2. What underlying societal tensions does the passage suggest were
prevalent at that time?

a. Racial discrimination and xenophobia

b. Political unrest and polarization

c. Economic disparity and class conflict

3. What does the passage suggest about the experience of individuals
from certain backgrounds when traveling internationally?

a. The importance of proper attire when traveling

b. The inconvenience and humiliation of racial profiling

c. The necessity of thorough customs inspections

4. What implications about the protagonist’s feelings re suggested by
the passage?

a. The protagonist’s sense of isolation, alienation and loneliness

b. The protagonist’s frustration with the immigration process

c. The protagonist’s fear and uncertainty in an unfamiliar environment

Discussion points. Language and Cultural Associations in “The

Reluctant Fundamentalist”.

e  Multilingualism: Explore how the protagonist’s ability to speak multiple
languages shapes his interactions and perceptions. Discuss how
language serves as a tool for cultural identity and communication,
especially in the context of his experiences in both Pakistan and
America.

e Code-Switching: Analyze instances of code-switching in the novel,
where characters shift between languages or dialects depending on the
social context. Consider how this reflects themes of identity,
assimilation, and belonging.
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Cultural Nuances: Examine the cultural nuances embedded in the
language used by characters. Discuss how expressions, idioms, and
cultural references contribute to the portrayal of Pakistani and American
cultures, highlighting both similarities and differences.

Colonial Legacy: Reflect on how the colonial history of Pakistan and
America influences the characters’ language and cultural perceptions.
Consider how colonialism continues to shape power dynamics,
language hierarchies, and cultural attitudes in the novel.

Identity and Belonging: Explore how language serves as a marker of
identity and belonging for the protagonist and other characters. Discuss
moments where language barriers or misunderstandings highlight the
complexities of cultural identity and the search for acceptance.

Narrative Structure: Assess the effectiveness of the novel’s narrative
structure, which is framed as a conversation between the protagonist
and an American stranger. Consider how this format influences the
reader’s understanding of the story and characters.

Character Development: Analyze the development of the protagonist,
Changez, throughout the novel. Evaluate how his experiences in
America and Pakistan shape his identity, beliefs, and worldview.
Consider the depth and complexity of his character portrayal.

Themes of Identity and Alienation: Discuss how the novel explores
themes of identity, alienation, and cultural dislocation. Consider the
protagonist’s sense of belonging in both Pakistani and American
societies, as well as his internal conflicts regarding cultural assimilation
and authenticity.

Political Allegory: Examine the novel’s political allegory, particularly
its commentary on post-9/11 America and the global War on Terror.
Evaluate how the narrative reflects broader socio-political issues,
including Islamophobia, nationalism, and imperialism.

Ambiguity and Interpretation: Consider the ambiguity present in the
novel’s ending and overall narrative. Discuss different interpretations of
the protagonist’s motives and the nature of his transformation. Evaluate
the effectiveness of leaving certain aspects of the story open to
interpretation.

Cultural Critique: Assess the novel’s portrayal of Pakistani and
American cultures, including its treatment of stereotypes, cultural
differences, and social norms. Consider how the narrative challenges or
reinforces common perceptions of these cultures.

65



Mahira Hajiyeva

Here are some words and phrases that ESL students can use in
discussion points about language and cultural associations in “The

Reluctant Fundamentalist”:

Language

Multilingualism, Bilingualism,
Vernacular, Linguistic identity, Code-
switching, Accent, Dialect, Fluency,
Register, Slang

Cultural Associations

Cultural heritage, Ethnicity, Traditions,
Customs, Cultural assimilation, Cultural
identity, Cultural norms, Ethnocentrism,
Cultural relativism, Cultural exchange

Identity and Belonging

Identity crisis, Sense of belonging,
Cultural integration, Alienation,
Marginalization, Cultural pride, Cultural
diversity, ldentity formation, In-group vs.
out-group, Cultural appropriation

Historical Context

Colonialism, Post-colonialism,
Globalization, Nationalism, Imperialism,
Cultural revolution, Diaspora, Migration,
Cultural displacement, Social upheaval

Social Relations

Social hierarchy, Discrimination,
Prejudice, Stereotypes, Racism,
Xenophobia, Inclusivity, Tolerance,
Acceptance, Intercultural communication

Global Citizenship

Global citizenship, Cross-cultural
understanding, Cultural empathy, Global
awareness, Interconnectedness, Cultural
diplomacy, Cultural exchange programs,
Advocacy, Sustainable development,
Social responsibility

Literary Devices

Symbolism, Imagery, Metaphor, Allegory,
Foreshadowing, Theme, Motif,
Characterization, Narrative perspective,
Plot development

66



Teaching English Through Multicultural Literary Texts

3. Understanding Multiculturalism in Nadim Aslam’s
“Maps for Lost Lovers”

The novel “Maps for Lost Lovers” initially appears to centre around the
tragic deaths of two young lovers, Jugnu and Chanda. However, according
to Nadim Aslam, the situation is far more intricate, involving the challenges
faced by migrants in assimilating into their new surroundings and the
conflicting attitudes of the locals towards accepting newcomers. This
complexity is compounded when migrants find themselves in territories of
the former imperialists, particularly if their relatives back home harbour
hostility. These circumstances give rise to a myriad of contradictory
emotions.

The narrative unfolds through the perspective of Jugnu’s brother, Shams,
and his wife, Kaukab. Shams is burdened by memories of the past, a
sentiment shared by the entire community. Every character regards their
country of origin as their true homeland, viewing their current residence in
England as temporary. They even refer to local areas by the names of
neighbourhoods they left behind. However, the younger generation does not
share this sentiment, considering England as their homeland. This
generational divide creates significant rifts.

Kaukab is deeply troubled by the alienation of her children, leading to
her despair. Her orthodox adherence to tradition further distances her from
her offspring. In contrast, Shams rejects being a pessimistic migrant trapped
in memories, aspiring to embrace change and find happiness.

Chanda’s brothers bear primary responsibility for the couple’s murder,
driven by the belief that Chanda’s marital failures tarnish the family’s
honour. Within migrant communities, the concept of “blood cleansing” to
rid the family of shame is not unheard of, despite the abhorrence it evokes.

One poignant depiction of these conflicting emotions is seen in a
conversation between Kaukab and her daughter. The daughter, who endured
an unwanted marriage, blames her mother for her misfortunes. The
traditions brought by migrants from their homelands act as a barrier to
happiness for both parents and their children. The new generation grapples
with the weight of familial expectations at home and discrimination in
society, caught between two worlds and bearing the brunt of their suffering.

Glossary:

Migrants: Individuals who have moved from their country of origin to
live in another country.

Assimilation: The process of migrants integrating into their new society,
adopting its customs, language, and culture.
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Empiricists: Former colonial powers, particularly referring to the British
Empire in the context of the novel.

Hostility: Unfriendly or antagonistic behavior towards migrants by the
local population.

Homeland: The country of origin or native land of migrants.

Generational Divide: Differences in attitudes, values, and beliefs
between different age groups within migrant communities.

Orthodox: Adhering strictly to traditional beliefs or practices.

Blood Cleansing: A practice within some migrant communities where
family members commit violent acts to restore their honor or reputation in
the context of the novel.

Discrimination: Unfair treatment or prejudice against individuals based
on factors such as race, ethnicity, or nationality.

Read the selected passages from “Maps for Lost Lovers”
by Nadeem Aslam and complete the accompanying exercises

Passage. 1 (p.14.. https://archive.org/details/mapsforlostlover0000asla)

1. Vocabulary Expansion Exercise. Instructions: Read the passage
provided carefully. Determine its synonym (a word with a similar
meaning) and antonym (a word with the opposite meaning) of the given
words.

Word Synonyms Antonyms
Dark-skinned
Migrant
Lonely
Tenderness
Repatriation
Attitude
Socializing
Ban
Immigrant
Focus

2. Analyzing Attitudes. Instructions: Read the passage carefully and
answer the analysis questions provided, drawing upon evidence from the
text to support your responses.
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1. How does the description of the little boy reflect the theme of identity
and belonging in the passage?

2. What does the evolving attitude of white people towards dark-
skinned foreigners reveal about societal attitudes and prejudices during the
time period described?

3. How does the author use language and imagery to convey the tension
and discrimination experienced by immigrant families in England?

4. What role does historical context play in shaping the attitudes and
behaviors described in the passage?

Passage 2. (pp. 255-56. https://archive.org/details/mapsforlostlover-
0000asla)

1. Vocabulary Expansion Exercise. Instructions: Read the passage
provided carefully. Determine its synonym (a word with a similar
meaning) and antonym (a word with the opposite meaning) of the given
words.

Word Synonyms Antonyms
Ostentatiously
Passengers
Restless
Shrubs
Humiliation
Asylum
lllegal
Halt
Lash out

2. Passage Analysis. Instructions: Read the passage carefully and
answer the analysis questions provided, drawing upon evidence from the
text to support your responses.

1. How does the bus driver’s behavior contribute to the tension in the
situation?

2. What does the man’s outburst on the bus reveal about the attitudes
towards immigrants in the society?

3. How does Chanda’s mother express her concern for the well-being of
others in the situation?

4. What might the bus driver’s actions outside the bus indicate about his
state of mind?
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5. Discuss the significance of the passengers becoming restless as the
situation unfolds.

6. How does the author use this scene to highlight societal issues such as
discrimination and prejudice?

7. Reflect on the themes of empathy and compassion as depicted in the
passage.

8. How do you think the passengers’ perceptions of the situation might
differ based on their own backgrounds and experiences?

9. Consider the role of bystanders in situations of conflict or injustice.
How do they influence the outcome?

10. Discuss potential ways in which similar incidents of discrimination and
mistreatment can be addressed and prevented in society.

Passage 3. (p.137. https://archive.org/details/mapsforlostlover00-
00asla)

Passage 4. (p.209.. https://archive.org/details/mapsforlostlover0000-
asla)

1. Vocabulary Expansion Exercise. Instructions: Read the passage
provided carefully. Determine its synonym (a word with a similar
meaning) and antonym (a word with the opposite meaning) of the given
words.

Word Synonyms Antonyms
Improvements

Temporary
Accommodation
Irritation
Economized
Transformation
Dumbfounded
Loathe
Accursed
Strangeness
Recognize
Punishing
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2. Passage Analysis. Instructions: Read the passage carefully and

answer the analysis questions provided, drawing upon evidence from the
text to support your responses.

1. What themes are explored in the passages provided?

2. How does the author depict the concept of home and belonging in
Passage 3?

3. Discuss the significance of the daughter’s irritation with her
surroundings in Passage 3.

4. Analyze the mother’s perspective on her children’s assimilation into
English culture in Passage 3.

5. In Passage 4, how does the narrator express their feelings towards their
current country of residence?

6. Explore the impact of migration and cultural displacement on the family
dynamics portrayed in Passage 4.

7. What role does religion play in shaping the narrator’s perception of their
circumstances in Passage 4?

8. Compare and contrast the themes of identity and cultural assimilation
presented in both passages.

9. How does the author use language and imagery to convey the emotional
turmoil experienced by the characters in the passages?

10. Discuss the implications of the passages’ endings and their resonance
with the overall themes of the texts.
Discussion Points. Language and Cultural Associations in “Maps for

Lost Lovers”.

Multilingualism and Language Diversity: Explore how the characters in
the novel navigate multiple languages and dialects, including English,
Punjabi, Urdu, etc. Discuss the significance of code-switching and how
it reflects the characters’ cultural identities and experiences. Analyze
how language diversity contributes to the portrayal of multicultural
communities and immigrant experiences in the story.

Cultural Identity and Representation: Examine how language is tied to
cultural identity in the novel, particularly for immigrant communities
adjusting to life in a new country. Discuss the characters’ efforts to
preserve their cultural heritage while adapting to their new surroundings,
and the conflicts that arise from cultural differences. Explore how
language serves as a marker of cultural belonging and a means of
connecting with one’s roots amidst the challenges of assimilation.

Social Dynamics and Power Structures: Investigate how language
reflects social hierarchies and power dynamics within the community,
including issues of class, gender, and ethnicity. Discuss how language
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proficiency or lack thereof impacts characters’ access to opportunities
and their interactions with others. Analyze instances of discrimination
or marginalization based on language and cultural background, and how
characters negotiate these challenges.

e Cultural Context and Setting: Examine the cultural landscape depicted
in the novel, including the clash between traditional values and
modernity within immigrant communities. Explore how the setting,
which spans both Pakistan and the Western diaspora, shapes characters’
experiences and perspectives on language and culture. Discuss the role
of cultural traditions, rituals, and beliefs in shaping characters’ identities
and relationships, and how these are expressed through language.

e Interactions and Communication: Analyze how language facilitates or
impedes communication between characters, particularly in cross-
cultural or intergenerational interactions. Explore the nuances of non-
verbal communication and how it complements or contradicts linguistic
exchanges in the novel. Discuss the challenges of expressing complex
emotions and experiences across language barriers, and how characters
overcome these obstacles.

e Literary Analysis and Themes: Consider how the novel uses language as
a thematic device to explore issues such as love, loss, belonging, and
cultural dislocation. Analyze the author’s narrative style and use of
language to convey the richness and complexity of characters’
experiences and cultural landscapes. Discuss the broader social and
political implications of language and cultural representation in the
novel, and how these themes resonate with contemporary issues of
identity and belonging.

Here are some words and phrases that ESL students can use in
discussion points about language and cultural associations in “Maps
for Lost Lovers”:

Language and Multilingualism, Bilingualism, Code-
Linguistic Diversity switching, Mother tongue, Accent,
Dialect, Language proficiency, Language
barrier, Language preservation,
Language acquisition

Cultural Identity and Cultural heritage, Ethnicity, Nationality,
Representation Cultural assimilation, Cultural diversity,
Cultural norms, Cultural traditions,
Cultural adaptation, Cultural
preservation, Cultural exchange
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Social Dynamics and Social hierarchy, Marginalization,

Power Structures Discrimination, Social status, Cultural
stigma, Gender roles, Class disparities,
Inequality, Cultural hegemony, Power

dynamics
Cultural Context and Immigrant community, Diaspora,
Setting Homeland, Exile, Cultural clash, Hybrid

identity, Westernization, Traditional
values, Cultural landscape,
Transnationalism

Interactions and Cross-cultural communication,
Communication Intercultural understanding, Non-verbal
communication, Miscommunication,
Translation, Language barrier, Cultural
exchange, Communication breakdown,
Expressing cultural nuances,
Interpersonal relationships

Literary Analysis and Bildungsroman (coming-of-age story),
Themes Love and loss, Identity formation,
Cultural representation in literature,
Social commentary, Cultural dislocation,
Alienation, Assimilation vs. cultural
preservation, Cultural displacement,
Exile and belonging

4. Embracing Multicultural Perspectives in
Kamila Shamsie’s “Burnt Shadows”

Kamila Shamsi’s novel delves into the intricate lives of two families,
but its narrative complexity extends beyond this. The book delves into
significant historical events, such as the devastating impact of the atomic
bombs dropped on Japan and the partition of the Indian subcontinent, which
profoundly shape the destinies of its characters.

In the face of numerous tragedies, Hiroko Tanaka exhibits remarkable
resilience, repeatedly rebuilding her life. Having endured the loss of her
lover, Konrad, to the atomic bomb’s horrors, Hiroko seeks solace in Delhi,
where she stays with Konrad’s half-sister, Elizabeth. The lasting image of
Konrad as a shadow on the ground and the shadow bird motif etched onto
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Hiroko’s back from her kimono serve as enduring reminders of the deep
wounds inflicted by her past experiences.

While in Delhi, Hiroko encounters Sajjad, an Indian Muslim associated
with the Burtons, who have long resided in India without embracing the
local language or customs. Their interaction highlights the dynamics
between newcomers and locals in colonial settings. The reluctance of the
Burtons to integrate into the local culture perpetuates a power imbalance,
where maintaining linguistic and cultural differences reinforces their
position of superiority.

In contrast, Hiroko chooses to assimilate with the locals by learning
Urdu, fostering a deepening connection with Sajjad. Despite external
pressures and societal norms, their bond blossoms, eventually leading to
their marriage. This narrative thread explores themes of identity,
assimilation, and the complexities of power dynamics in colonial societies.

As events unfold, tensions rise alongside the division of the Indian
subcontinent into two countries, marked by the migration of Muslims to
Pakistan and Hindus to India.

This upheaval also prompts individuals like the Burtons, who have
resided in India for years, to consider returning to England. Elizabeth
Burton, of German descent, struggles to come to terms with Germany’s
defeat in World War I1. Additionally, she is dismayed by her son’s adoption
of local customs, leading her to send him to boarding school in England
before their departure from the country. Elizabeth’s approach towards her
status and the indigenous population reflects a distinctly imperialistic
mindset.

While Elizabeth’s husband treats Sajjad as an equal and engages with
him as a friend, he too embodies imperialist tendencies, albeit while
accepting Sajjad as a chess companion on equal footing. Sajjad represents a
social class caught between the indigenous population and foreign rulers,
adept in the customs and languages of both worlds yet steadfast in his
cultural identity. He treasures his heritage deeply, hesitating to share it with
the British out of concern that they may trivialize the significance of his
cultural heritage.

Sajjad finds himself in Istanbul alongside Hiroko when the peninsula
undergoes division, preventing his return to Delhi and compelling him to
relocate to Karachi, Pakistan. This news deeply affects Sajjad, as it signifies
the loss of a significant aspect of his identity tied to Delhi. Unlike Hiroko,
Sajjad struggles with cultural adaptation, leaving him in a perpetual state of
uncertainty even during his time in Karachi.
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The narrative progresses to focus on the subsequent generations of these
two families. Sajjad and Hiroko’s son, Raza, grapples with a profound
identity crisis as a teenager. Despite his diverse heritage and linguistic
abilities inherited from his mother, Raza feels like an outsider in his
neighbourhood due to his unique physical appearance. After losing his
father, Raza relocates to America with his mother, where he becomes
involved in CIA operations alongside his longtime friend, Harry Burton’s
son.

The story concludes with a startling twist as Raza is framed and arrested
for Harry’s murder, implicating Harry’s daughter directly. Hiroko
experiences desperation for the first time, grappling with the repercussions
of a conflicted relationship that has endured for years. “How did it come to
this?”’- the enigmatic thought of Raza as he passes the orange uniform in a
cell in Guantanamo, marks the conclusion of the dramatic narrative, raising
questions about how this intricate series of events unfolded.

Glossary:

Colonialism: The policy or practice of acquiring and maintaining
control over other countries or territories, often for economic exploitation.

Partition: The division of a country or territory into separate political
entities, often along ethnic, religious, or cultural lines.

Assimilation: The process of integrating into a different culture,
adopting its customs, language, and values.

Power Imbalance: A situation where one group or individual holds
more power, influence, or control than others, often leading to unequal
relationships.

Identity Crisis: A period of uncertainty or confusion about ones sense of
self, often stemming from conflicting cultural, social, or personal identities.

Cultural Adaptation: The process of adjusting to a new cultural
environment, including learning new customs, languages, and social norms.

Imperialism: A policy or ideology advocating for the extension of a
country’s power and influence through colonization, military conquest, or
economic domination.

Ethnic Heritage: The cultural, linguistic, and ancestral background of
an individual or group, often passed down through generations.

Multigenerational Narrative: A narrative that spans multiple
generations of characters, exploring themes of continuity, change, and
legacy over time.

Desperation: A state of extreme despair or hopelessness, often resulting
from dire circumstances or overwhelming challenges.
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Read the selected passages from “Burnt Shadows”
by Kamila Shamsie and complete the accompanying exercises

Passage 1. (p. 40. https://archive.org/details/burntshadows00sham)

1. Vocabulary Expansion. Instructions: Read the passage carefully.

Find the definitions for the chosen words. Write a sentence using each
word correctly in context.

Word Definition Sentence

Hyperbole

Patronizing

Conjecture

Preside

Indifference

2. Passage Analysis. Instructions: Read the passage carefully and

answer the analysis questions provided, drawing upon evidence from the
text to support your responses.

1.

2.

3.

What is the significance of Ahmad Ali’s “Twilight in Delhi” in the
passage?

How does James initially perceive the book, and what does he think of
Sajjad’s admiration for it?

Discuss Sajjad’s perspective on Ahmad Ali’s novel and his attempt to
share its beauty with James.

What does the conversation between James and Sajjad reveal about their
differing views on literature and cultural exchange?

Analyze James’ response to Sajjad’s question about whether an
Englishman will ever write a masterpiece in Urdu. What does this reveal
about cultural attitudes and perceptions?

Explain Sajjad’s attitude towards the potential creation of Pakistan and
its impact on his identity and sense of belonging.

How does the passage explore themes of cultural exchange, colonialism,
and identity?
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Passage 2. (pp. 52-53. https://archive.org/details/burntshadows00sham)

Passage 3. (pp. 80-81. https://archive.org/details/burntshadows00sham)

1. Vocabulary Expansion. Instructions: Read the passage carefully.

Find the definitions for the chosen words. Write a sentence using each
word correctly in context.

Word Definition Sentence

Disgust

Absurd

Insulting

Modernism

Invader

Ruins

Picnic ground

Wryness

Accusation

2. Passage Analysis. Instructions: Read the passage carefully and

answer the analysis questions provided, drawing upon evidence from the
text to support your responses.

1.

2.

How does Sajjad’s mother’s reaction to the word “modern” reflect her
attitudes towards Western influence and cultural identity?

In what ways does Sajjad’s response to his mother’s remarks reveal his
connection to his cultural heritage and his resistance to external
influences?

How does Sajjad’s assertion that “modernism does not belong to the
English” challenge conventional notions of cultural ownership and
progress?

What do Sajjad’s thoughts about the English returning to their “cold
island” imply about his perception of their role in India’s history?

How does the setting of the great mosque contribute to the themes of
cultural heritage and colonial legacy in the passage?

What is the significance of Sajjad’s unease when he realizes he is
introducing the English to Indian history?

How does Elizabeth’s response to Sajjad’s comment about his history
being her “picnic ground” reflect her understanding of colonialism and
its consequences?
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8.

9.

10.

In what ways do these passages explore the complexities of cultural
identity and the legacy of colonialism in India?

How do the characters’ interactions reveal power dynamics and tensions
related to cultural dominance and resistance?

How does the author use language and imagery to convey the characters’
emotions and perspectives on modernism and cultural identity?

3. Synonym Search Exercise. Instructions: Read the mentioned pages

carefully and find synonyms for each word listed below. Write down your
findings to enhance your vocabulary and understanding of the text.

a. repulsion, revulsion, aversion f. unexpected, astonishing,

b. mocking, ridiculing, deriding startling

c. ludicrous, nonsensical, g. uncomfortable, unsettled,
preposterous apprehensive

d. offensive, disrespectful, h. recreational area, leisure spot,
demeaning park

e. faintly, slightly, dimly

4. Antonym Search Exercise. Instructions: Read the mentioned pages

carefully and find antonyms for each word listed below. Write down your
findings to enhance your vocabulary and understanding of the text.

a. admiration, approval, delight

b. logical, sensible, reasonable

c. flattering, complimentary, respectful

d. comfortable, relaxed, at ease

Passage 4. (p. 83. https://archive.org/details/burntshadows00sham)

Passage 5. (p. 126. https://archive.org/details/burntshadows00sham)

1. Vocabulary Expansion. Instructions: Read the passage carefully.

Find the definitions for the chosen words. Write a sentence using each
word correctly in context.

Word Definition Sentence

Conqueror

Tightening

Sentimental

Brittle

Cacophony
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Hubbub

Fluttering

Frantic

Ghazal

Muezzin

2. Passage Analysis. Instructions: Read the passage carefully and

answer the analysis questions provided, drawing upon evidence from the
text to support your responses.

1.

2.

3.

10.

How does Sajjad’s reaction to being labeled as one who chose to leave
India reflect his sense of identity and belonging?

In what ways does Elizabeth’s role in Henry’s upbringing contribute to
the theme of cultural identity and heritage?

How does Henry’s assertion of his Indian identity challenge societal
expectations and perceptions of cultural belonging?

What do the sensory details in the latter part of the passage reveal about
Sajjad’s emotional state and the impact of his circumstances on his
perception of the world around him?

How do the references to specific locations in Delhi, such as Jama
Masjid and Chandni Chowk, enrich the narrative with cultural and
historical context?

How does the absence of a specific time period in the passage contribute
to its universality and relevance across different historical contexts?
What role does language play in conveying the characters’ emotions and
cultural backgrounds, particularly in Sajjad’s multilingual response to
Elizabeth’s attempts to comfort him?

How do the themes of displacement and loss in the passage resonate
with broader discussions about immigration, colonialism, and cultural
assimilation?

How does the passage explore the complexities of cultural identity and
the enduring impact of historical events on individual lives?

What parallels can be drawn between Sajjad’s personal struggles and
the broader societal dynamics of colonialism and cultural hegemony?

3. Synonym Search Exercise. Instructions: Read the mentioned pages

carefully and find synonyms for each word listed below. Write down your
findings to enhance your vocabulary and understanding of the text.

a. persisted, endured, stayed C. constricting, squeezing,
b. invaders, occupiers, rulers contracting
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d. emotional, nostalgic, g. commotion, uproar, chaos
sentimental h. frenzied, panicked, desperate
e. affection, fondness, love

f. flapping, oscillating, wavering

4. Antonym Search Exercise. Instructions: Read the mentioned pages
carefully and find antonyms for each word listed below. Write down your
findings to enhance your vocabulary and understanding of the text.

a. silence, quiet, calm e. practical, rational, pragmatic
b. stillness, calmness, tranquility f. allies, liberators

c. loosening, relaxing, releasing g. changed, departed, left

d. insults, criticisms, rebukes h. calm, composed, relaxed

Passage 6. (p. 161. https://archive.org/details/burntshadows00sham)

1. Vocabulary Expansion. Instructions: Read the passage carefully.
Find the definitions for the chosen words. Write a sentence using each
word correctly in context.

Word Definition Sentence
Descended
Features
Dismissively
Refugee Camps
Culpable
Partition

2. Passage Analysis. Instructions: Read the passage carefully and
answer the analysis questions provided, drawing upon evidence from the
text to support your responses.

1. How does Sajjad’s discussion of Karachi’s history and demographics
shed light on the city’s diverse population and its legacy of migration
and displacement?

2. What does Henry Burtons discomfort with Sajjad”s remarks reveal
about his own perspective on race, identity, and privilege?

3. How does Sajjad’s connection to Delhi and the traumatic events of
Partition shape his sense of belonging and his relationship with
Karachi?

4. In what ways do Sajjad’s interactions with Harry and his recounting of
his family’s experiences during Partition highlight the lasting impact of
historical events on personal lives and familial relationships?
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10.

How does Sajjad’s cheerful demeanor when discussing his family’s
hardships reflect his resilience and coping mechanisms in the face of
adversity?

What role does empathy play in Harry’s response to Sajjad’s revelations
about his family’s tragedies and struggles?

How does the passage explore themes of loss, displacement, and the
search for belonging in the context of Karachi’s complex social fabric?
What does Sajjad’s mention of survival strategies among migrants
reveal about the challenges and resilience of marginalized communities?
How do Sajjad’s experiences and perspectives challenge conventional
narratives about migration, identity, and home?

What parallels can be drawn between Sajjad’s personal history and the
broader socio-political context of Karachi and South Asia during
Partition and its aftermath?

3. Synonym Search Exercise. Instructions: Read the mentioned pages

carefully and find synonyms for each word listed below. Write down your
findings to enhance your vocabulary and understanding of the text.

a. uneasy, awkward, disconcerted f. fortitude, tenacity, strength

b. casually, offhandedly, g. guilty, blameworthy,
nonchalantly responsible

c. sorrowfully, despondently, h. callous, unfeeling, insensitive
woefully I. variety, multiplicity, range

d. coping mechanism, adaptation, j. connection, affiliation,
resilience membership

e. calamities, disasters, misfortunes

4. Antonym Search Exercise. Instructions: Read the mentioned pages

carefully and find antonyms for each word listed below. Write down your
findings to enhance your vocabulary and understanding of the text.

a. compassionate, empathetic, f. happily, joyfully, contentedly
caring g. surrender, defeat, vulnerability
b. comfortable, at ease, relaxed h. alienation, disconnection,

c. attentively, seriously, isolation

respectfully i. triumphs, victories, successes
d. uniformity, sameness, J. fragility, weakness,
homogeneity vulnerability

e. innocent, blameless, faultless
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Passage 7. (p. 146. https://archive.org/details/burntshadows00sham)
Passage 8. (p. 204. https://archive.org/details/burntshadows00sham)

1. Vocabulary Expansion. Instructions: Below are selected words

from the provided passages. For each word, generate a synonym and an

a

ntonym.

Word Synonym Antonym

Recognize

Loss

Mired

Foreigner

Belonging

Flinched

2. Passage Analysis. Instructions: Read the passage carefully and

answer the analysis questions provided, drawing upon evidence from the
text to support your responses.

1. What is the main theme conveyed in the passages provided?

2. How does the author characterize Raza in the seventh passage?

3. In what context does the author mention Nagasaki and Partition, and
what significance do these events hold in the narrative?

4. What is the author’s perspective on the concept of belonging, as
depicted in the second passage?

5. How does the author use language and imagery to convey the internal
conflict experienced by the characters?

6. What role do cultural and national identity play in shaping the
characters’ perceptions and experiences?

7. Discuss the significance of the author’s choice of words, such as “loss”
and “foreigner”, in conveying the emotional depth of the narrative.

8. How do the passages contribute to the overall thematic development of
the novel?
Discussion Points. Language and Cultural Associations in “Burnt

Shadows”.

Multilingualism: Explore how language functions as a marker of
cultural identity in “Burnt Shadows”. Consider characters who navigate
between different languages and dialects, and discuss how their
language use reflects their cultural affiliations and experiences.
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Linguistic Diversity: Analyze the portrayal of linguistic diversity in the
novel, particularly in settings such as Karachi, Delhi, and Nagasaki.
Discuss how linguistic diversity contributes to the rich tapestry of
cultures depicted in the story and shapes characters’ interactions and
relationships.

Language as Power: Examine instances where language is used as a
tool of power or oppression in the novel. Consider how linguistic
barriers or privileges affect characters' access to opportunities,
communication, and social status.

Cultural Symbols and Language: Identify cultural symbols or motifs
associated with language in “Burnt Shadows”, such as names, idioms,
or literary references. Discuss how these symbols contribute to the
overall thematic exploration of cultural identity and heritage.
Translation and Communication: Explore the theme of translation and
communication across languages and cultures in the novel. Discuss how
characters navigate linguistic and cultural differences in their
interactions and the challenges they face in understanding and being
understood.

Cultural Assimilation and Resistance: Analyze instances where
characters either embrace or resist cultural assimilation through
language. Discuss how language acts as a site of negotiation for
characters grappling with questions of identity, belonging, and cultural
heritage.

Historical Context: Consider the historical context of the novel,
including events such as the partition of India, the atomic bombing of
Nagasaki, and the post-9/11 world. Discuss how these historical events
shape characters’ linguistic and cultural experiences and contribute to
the novel’s broader themes.

Intercultural Communication: Explore the complexities of intercultural
communication in “Burnt Shadows”, particularly in relationships
between characters from different linguistic and cultural backgrounds.
Discuss how characters bridge cultural divides and forge connections
through language and communication.

Identity and Belonging: Reflect on how language shapes characters’
sense of identity and belonging in the novel. Discuss moments where
characters grapple with questions of cultural heritage, homeland, and
the complexities of belonging in a globalized world.

Authorial Perspective: Consider the author’s perspective on language
and cultural associations in “Burnt Shadows”. Discuss how Kamila
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Shamsie’s narrative choices and stylistic elements contribute to the
novel’s exploration of language, identity, and cultural diversity.

Here are some words and phrases that the students can use in

discussion points about language and cultural associations in “Burnt
Shadows”:

Multiculturalism Cultural symbols

Cultural assimilation Intercultural communication
Linguistic diversity Heritage language
Bilingualism Cultural barriers
Code-switching Identity negotiation

Cultural heritage Language preservation
Cultural identity Cultural hybridity
Acculturation Ethnolinguistic vitality
Cultural appropriation Indigenous languages
Colonial legacy Cultural plurality

5. Unveiling Linguistic and Cultural Layers in Chinua
Achebe’s “Things Fall Apart”

Chinua Achebe’s novel offers a glimpse into a cultural landscape that
appears markedly distinct. Achebe’s reflections on Conrad’s renowned
novel “The Heart of Darkness” reveal that his intention extends beyond
merely crafting a literary narrative; rather, he seeks to illuminate the cultural
vitality of his people, thereby imbuing the image of the entire region
characterized by darkness with vibrant cultural richness. Through the
exploration of this cultural milieu within the narrative, readers are
introduced to the unique and harmonious way of life that thrived in the
region before the arrival of colonial powers. This depiction sparks profound
interest and prompts readers to contemplate the enduring scars inflicted by
colonial policies.

The protagonist of the novel, Okonkwo, holds a prominent position
within the Umuofia tribe, known for his wealth and renown as a fearless
warrior. Despite his outward success, Okonkwo harbours a deep-seated
sense of shame regarding his father, who was perceived as a coward, leaving
him with a legacy of disgrace. Okonkwo’s son, Nwoye, disappoints him as
he appears to exhibit traits reminiscent of his grandfather’s perceived
failures, leading Okonkwo to view him as lazy and destined for mediocrity.
In contrast, Okonkwo finds promise in Ikemefuna, a youth from another
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tribe entrusted to him, forming a genuine father-son bond with the boy.
However, Okonkwo remains a stern individual who rigidly adheres to
tradition and conceals his emotions towards his son and wives.

Upon receiving the oracle’s directive to kill Ikemefuna, whom he
regards as his son, Okonkwo, torn by inner conflict, ultimately chooses to
adhere to tradition. However, the weight of this decision plunges him into a
profound state of despair from which he struggles to recover. Tragically, an
inadvertent act of violence committed by Okonkwo leads to his and his
family’s exile, following the tribal customs. Seeking refuge among his
mother’s kin in a neighbouring village, Okonkwo becomes aware of the
encroaching presence of white settlers and missionaries.

The missionaries assert the falseness of the indigenous religious beliefs
and urge the locals to embrace Christianity. Not all white settlers exhibit
benevolent behaviour, however, and misunderstandings quickly escalate
into conflicts, resulting in disrespect toward tribal leaders and customs.
Despite Okonkwo’s resistance against the prevailing order, he realizes that
he stands alone in his defiance, as his fellow tribesmen are reluctant to
engage in conflict. Distraught by this realization, Okonkwo elects to take his
own life.

The novel delves deeply into the intricacies of local customs,
highlighting their significance in shaping the lives of the people and
fostering interpersonal connections. Contrary to the portrayal of the region
as dark by Conrad, the narrative vividly portrays it as a vibrant and diverse
environment. Through its exploration of customs, the work offers a
compelling critique of colonialism and challenges the colonialist perspective.

Glossary:

Cultural Landscape: The -cultural characteristics, traditions, and
practices that define a particular region or community.

Colonial Policy: The laws, regulations, and actions implemented by
colonial powers to exert control over indigenous populations and exploit
their resources.

Protagonist: The main character or central figure in a literary work,
around whom the narrative revolves.

Oracle’s Directive: A command or guidance believed to be divinely
inspired or received through an oracle, often regarded as authoritative and
binding.

Inner Conflict: Psychological turmoil or struggle experienced within
oneself, typically arising from conflicting emotions, desires, or beliefs.
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Exile: Forced removal or banishment from one’s homeland or
community, often as a punishment or consequence of violating societal
norms.

Indigenous Religious Beliefs: The spiritual practices, rituals, and beliefs
native to a particular culture or ethnic group.

Interpersonal Connections: Relationships, bonds, or interactions
between individuals, characterized by emotional, social, or familial ties.

Read “Things Fall Apart” by Chinua Achebe and complete the
accompanying exercises

1. Chapter Analysis. Instructions: Read chapters 1-5 carefully and
answer the analysis questions provided, drawing upon evidence from the
text to support your responses.

(https://online.fliphtml5.com/kdji/bjgk/#p=1)

Chapter 1.

1. Character Analysis: How does the depiction of Okonkwo’s
relationship with his father, Unoka, shape his character and actions
throughout the story? How does Okonkwo’s attitude towards his father
influence his interactions with other characters and his pursuit of success in
his community?

2. Symbolism and Tradition: Explore the significance of the kola nut
ceremony in Igbo culture and its symbolic meaning in the interaction
between Unoka and Okoye. How does this ritual reflect broader themes of
hospitality, social status, and interpersonal relationships within the
community?

3. Theme of Honor and Reputation: Discuss the importance of honor
and reputation in Okonkwo’s life and within Igbo society. How does
Okonkwo’s relentless pursuit of personal achievement and avoidance of his
father’s failures contribute to the themes of masculinity, pride, and social
acceptance? How do these themes influence the decisions and actions of
other characters in the novel?

Chapter.2.

1. Character Dynamics: Analyze the relationship between Okonkwo
and lkemefuna in the context of the chapter. How does Okonkwo’s
treatment of Ikemefuna reflect his character traits and inner conflicts? What
impact does Ikemefuna’s arrival have on Okonkwo’s household dynamics
and his relationships with his wives and children?
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2. Cultural Practices and Beliefs: Explore the significance of fear in
Igbo society as depicted in the chapter. How do superstitions, such as fear of
the dark, fear of spirits, and fear of the unknown, shape the behaviors and
beliefs of the characters? Discuss how these cultural beliefs contribute to the
atmosphere and tension within the narrative.

3. Themes of Tradition and Change: Examine the theme of tradition
versus change as illustrated in the chapter. How do the actions taken by the
elders of Umuofia, such as sending an ultimatum to Mbaino and deciding
Ikemefuna’s fate, reflect traditional values and customs within the
community? In what ways do Okonkwo’s reactions and behaviors
demonstrate resistance to change and adherence to tradition?

Chapter 3.

1. How does the cultural practice of consulting the Oracle of the Hills
and the Caves reflect the societal beliefs and values of the Igho community?
How does Unoka’s experience with the Oracle contribute to his
characterization and his relationship with his son, Okonkwo?

2. Discuss the significance of the ritual surrounding the sharing of kola
nut and palm-wine in Igbo culture, as depicted in the chapter. How does this
ritual serve as a means of social bonding, communication, and respect
within the community?

3. Analyze the impact of the adverse weather conditions on Okonkwo’s
farming efforts and the subsequent harvest. How does the portrayal of
natural forces and cultivating practices contribute to the thematic
exploration of fate, resilience, and the human condition in the novel?

Chapter 4.

1. How does the incident involving Okonkwo’s punishment during the
Week of Peace shed light on the cultural values and customs of the Igho
society? Analyze the significance of the Week of Peace and its violation
in relation to the role of tradition, respect for the gods, and community
cohesion.

2. Explore the character dynamics between Okonkwo, Ikemefuna, and
Nwoye within Okonkwo’s household. How does Okonkwo’s treatment
of Ikemefuna reflect broader themes of masculinity, familial
relationships, and the transmission of cultural values in Igbo society?

3. Consider the significance of agricultural practices and the symbolism of
yam cultivation in the narrative. How does the meticulous process of
yam planting and farming reflect deeper themes of labor, sustenance,
and social status within the community? Analyze how the narrative
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portrays the relationship between humans and nature, as well as the
interconnectedness of agricultural cycles with social rhythms.

Chapter 5.

1. How does the Feast of the New Yam reflect the cultural beliefs and
practices of the Igbo people? What role does the festival play in
reinforcing social bonds and expressing gratitude to ancestral spirits?

2. Explore Okonkwo’s attitude towards the festival and his behavior
during the preparations. What does his reluctance to participate in
festivities reveal about his character? How does his violent outburst
affect the mood of the celebration?

3. Analyze the portrayal of women and their roles within the household
during the New Yam Festival. How do Ekwefi and her daughter Ezinma
navigate their responsibilities and relationships with Okonkwo? What
does this reveal about gender dynamics in Igbo society?

2. Vocabulary Exercise. Key Concepts: Cultural Practicies.
Instructions: Define and explain the significance of the following cultural
practices mentioned in the chapters:

Cultural Practice Definition Significance
Kola nut ceremony
Proverb usage
Ancestral feasts
Music and dance
gatherings
Ogene Ceremony
Market Gatherings
Ceremonial Oratory
Shrine Worship
Ritual Sacrifice
Ogene Ceremony
Market Gatherings
Ceremonial Oratory
Taboos and Social
Norms
Week of Peace
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1. Chapter Analysis. Instructions: Read chapters 6-10 carefully and

answer the analysis questions provided, drawing upon evidence from the
text to support your responses.

1.

10.

How does the wrestling match serve as a reflection of Igbo culture and
society? Analyze the role of wrestling in the community, considering its
significance in terms of entertainment, social status, and traditional
values.

Explore the symbolic significance of the drummers in the chapter 6.
How do they contribute to the atmosphere and tension of the wrestling
match? Discuss how the drummers represent the pulse and spirit of the
community during the event.

Examine the interactions between Ekwefi and Chielo during the
wrestling match. How does their conversation reveal insights into their
characters and their relationship with each other? Consider the contrast
between their ordinary lives and their roles during significant cultural
events like the wrestling match.

How does the relationship between Okonkwo, Nwoye, and lIkemefuna
evolve throughout the chapter 7, and what does it reveal about the
values and expectations within their society?

What role does symbolism play in the chapter, particularly regarding the
locusts and the song lkemefuna sings to determine his mother’s fate?
How do these symbols contribute to the overall themes of the story?
Explore the theme of masculinity as portrayed in the chapter. How does
Okonkwo’s perception of masculinity influence his actions towards
Nwoye and Ikemefuna, and what consequences does this have for both
characters?

How does Okonkwo’s reaction to Ikemefuna’s death reveal underlying
themes of masculinity, vulnerability, and emotional turmoil within the
society of Umuofia?

Explore the significance of Okonkwo’s internal struggle between his
reputation for valor in war and his emotional response to killing
Ikemefuna. How does this conflict contribute to the broader exploration
of cultural values and individual identity?

Analyze the symbolism of the palm-wine gathering and the negotiation
of Akueke’s bride-price in the context of gender roles and social
customs within the Igbo society depicted in the novel. How do these
rituals reflect power dynamics and traditional expectations surrounding
marriage and family?

How does the symbolism of Ezinma’s illness and the subsequent
ritualistic treatment reflect the themes of tradition and superstition in
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Igbo culture, particularly regarding beliefs surrounding ogbanje
children?

11. Explore the significance of Ekwefi’s relationship with Ezinma,
considering their unconventional bond as mother and daughter. How
does their dynamic challenge traditional gender roles and familial
expectations within the Igbo society depicted in the novel?

12. Analyze Okonkwo's reaction to Ezinma’s illness and his role in the
treatment process. How does his approach reflect his internal conflicts
and external pressures to conform to societal norms, particularly
regarding masculinity and paternal responsibilities?

13. How does the description of the village ceremony showcase the
importance of communal gatherings and traditional customs within the
Igbo society? How do the roles of men and women during these
ceremonies reflect gender dynamics in the community?

14. Analyze the role of the egwugwu and their significance in settling
disputes within the clan. How do their masked appearances and
symbolic actions contribute to the authority and legitimacy of their
decisions?

15. Explore the conflict between Uzowulu and Mgbafo, as presented in the
chapter 10. How do cultural norms and traditional beliefs shape their
interactions and the resolution of their dispute?

2. Exploring Symbolism Through Vocabulary. Instructions: Identify
at least five words or phrases from thechapters that you believe have
symbolic significance. For each word or phrase, write a brief explanation
of its symbolic meaning within the context of the passage. For eample: llo,
Drums, Chielo, Locusts, The Sun and shadows, Ogbanje children.

1. Chapter Analysis. Instructions: Read chapters 11-15 carefully and
answer the analysis questions provided, drawing upon evidence from the
text to support your responses.

1. In the story, Ekwefi’s actions reveal a complex mix of fear,
determination, and maternal instinct as she follows Chielo to protect her
daughter, Ezinma. How does her character development throughout this
chapter reflect the theme of motherhood and the lengths a parent will go
to ensure the safety of their child?

2. Explore the significance of Chielo’s possession by the spirit of Agbala
and her journey to the sacred caves with Ezinma. How does this
ritualistic journey contribute to the overall cultural and religious beliefs
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10.

of the Igbo people, and what insights does it provide into the role of
spirituality in their society?

How does the author use descriptive language to convey the atmosphere
of celebration in Obierika’s compound during the uri ceremony?

What cultural values and customs are portrayed in the chapter 12,
particularly regarding marriage, hospitality, and community
involvement?

How does the ritualistic funeral ceremony for Ezeudu reflect the cultural
beliefs and values of the Igbo people, particularly regarding the
transition between life and death?

In the aftermath of Okonkwo’s unintentional killing of Ezeudu’s son,
the community enacts justice by destroying Okonkwo’s property. What
does this response reveal about the importance of maintaining societal
order and adhering to traditional customs in Umuofia?

How does Uchendu’s perspective on the role of mothers and fathers in
Igbo society challenge traditional gender roles?

In what ways does Okonkwo’s experience as an exile in Mbanta reflect
themes of displacement and identity in the novel?

How does the story of Abame’s destruction illustrate the theme of
ignorance and the consequences of disregarding warnings in the novel?
In what ways does Uchendu’s story about Mother Kite and the duckling
serve as a metaphor for the actions of the people of Abame?

2. Vocabulary exercise. Instructions: For each word, briefly explain

why you think the author chose it and how it contributes to the overall
tone, atmosphere, or theme of the text.

Chanting Anthill mirthless
Vague Ekwe Ochuc
Shrine Tumult Abomination
Festive Calamity

Astir ochu

Chapter Analysis. Instructions: Read chapters 16-19 carefully and

answer the analysis questions provided, drawing upon evidence from the
text to support your responses.

1.

How does the author use imagery and language to depict the clash
between the traditional Igbo beliefs and the introduction of Christianity
in the village?
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2.

What role does Nwoye play in the narrative as he becomes drawn to the
new religion? How does his reaction reflect the broader cultural and
social changes occurring within the community?

How does the author use the setting of the Evil Forest to symbolize the
internal conflict experienced by the villagers and the missionaries in
Chapter 17? What thematic implications does this symbolism hold for
the broader exploration of cultural clash and religious conversion in the
novel?

In Chapter 17, Okonkwo’s reaction to Nwoye’s conversion to
Christianity reveals deep-seated fears and frustrations. How does
Okonkwo’s internal conflict between his traditional beliefs and the new
religion reflect broader themes of cultural change and generational
conflict in the text?

How does the conflict between the Christian converts and the traditional
clan customs highlight broader themes of cultural clash and religious
intolerance in “Things Fall Apart”? How does the author use this
conflict to explore the complexities of social change and the resistance
to external influences within the Igbo society?

The decision to ostracize the Christians from the clan reflects a struggle
for power and authority between traditional religious beliefs and the
influence of colonial Christianity. How does this decision impact the
dynamics of the community, and what does it reveal about the social
structure and values of the Igbo society portrayed in the novel?
Okonkwo prepares for his return to Umuofia and hosts a lavish feast to
express his gratitude to his mother’s kinsmen. How does this feast
symbolize Okonkwo’s desire to reclaim his status and identity within
his ancestral clan? Analyze the significance of Okonkwo’s actions in
light of his impending return to Umuofia and his longing for the
traditional values and customs of his homeland.

The elder member of the umunna delivers a poignant speech about the
importance of kinship and tradition, expressing concern for the younger
generation's departure from their cultural roots. How does this speech
reflect the broader themes of generational conflict and cultural change
in “Things Fall Apart”? Discuss the implications of the elder’s words
for the future of the clan and the preservation of traditional Igbo society.

Chapter Analysis. Instructions: Read chapters 20-25 carefully and

answer the analysis questions provided, drawing upon evidence from the
text to support your responses.
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How does Okonkwo’s perception of his exile change over time, and
how does this influence his plans for his return to Umuofia? Analyze
how Okonkwo’s desire to regain his status and power within the clan
drives his actions and ambitions upon his impending return, considering
his determination to rebuild his compound and assert his authority.
Explore the role of tradition and cultural change in “Things Fall Apart”,
as exemplified by the clash between Igbo customs and the influence of
Christianity and colonial rule. How do characters like Ogbuefi Ugonna
and Aneto symbolize the shifting allegiances and tensions within Igbo
society as it encounters colonialism? Discuss the impact of these
changes on Okonkwo and his perception of his clan’s strength and unity.
Explore the themes of cultural change and adaptation in Chapter 21 of
“Things Fall Apart”. How does the introduction of the white missionary,
Mr. Brown, and his approach to interacting with the Igbo people reflect
the clash between traditional beliefs and the influence of colonialism?
Analyze the dynamics of the evolving relationship between the Igbo
clan and the new religious and governmental institutions brought by the
white man.

Consider the character of Mr. Brown and his interactions with Akunna
regarding religion and cultural beliefs. How does their dialogue
illuminate the complexities of religious understanding and interpretation
in the context of cultural exchange? Analyze the parallels and
differences between their respective worldviews and the implications of
their discussions for the broader themes of the novel.

Explore the role of religious fanaticism and cultural clash in Chapter 22.
How does the arrival of Reverend James Smith and his uncompromising
approach to Christianity exacerbate tensions between the Igbo clan's
traditional beliefs and the influence of colonial Christianity? Analyze
the consequences of Enoch’s actions and the subsequent conflict
between the Christian converts and the masked egwugwu, considering
the broader implications for the Igbo society's cohesion and identity.
Consider the significance of symbolism and ritual in the confrontation
between the Christian church and the traditional masked spirits in
Umuofia. How do the actions of the egwugwu represent a defense of
indigenous customs and spiritual beliefs against the encroachment of
foreign ideologies? Analyze the role of Ajofia as the spokesperson for
the ancestral spirits and the negotiation process between the indigenous
religious leaders and the Christian missionary, Reverend James Smith.
Analyze the power dynamics and colonial oppression depicted in
Chapter 23. How does the District Commissioner exploit the
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10.

11.

12.

vulnerability of the Igbo leaders, manipulating their traditional customs
and imposing fines as a form of control? Explore the implications of the
Igbo leaders’ imprisonment and their subsequent decision to pay the
fine to appease the colonial authorities, considering the erosion of
indigenous autonomy and agency in the face of colonial dominance.
Explore the theme of resistance and compliance in Chapter 23. How do
Okonkwo and the other Igbo leaders grapple with the dilemma of
whether to resist or submit to the colonial authorities’ demands?
Analyze the internal and external pressures faced by the Igbo leaders,
their discussions about potential actions, and the eventual decision to
pay the fine, considering the complex interplay between fear and pride
in their responses to colonial oppression.

Analyze the character development of Okonkwo in Chapter 23. How
does Okonkwo’s internal conflict, particularly his bitterness, hatred, and
desire for vengeance, shape his actions and decisions throughout the
chapter? Explore the significance of Okonkwo’s symbolic return to his
war dress and his contemplation of past wars, considering how these
elements contribute to his eventual violent outburst and the
consequences thereof.

Explore the themes of tradition versus change and the consequences of
colonialism in Chapter 23. How does the clash between indigenous Igbo
customs and colonial authority manifest in the chapter, particularly
through the conflict between the District Commissioner and the Igbo
leaders? Analyze the implications of Okika’s speech and Okonkwo’s
violent reaction to the messenger’s orders, considering the broader
themes of resistance, betrayal, and the erosion of cultural identity in the
face of colonial oppression.

Explore the theme of cultural clash and colonial oppression in Chapter
25. How does the District Commissioner’s encounter with the Igbo
customs surrounding Okonkwo’s death highlight the clash between
indigenous traditions and colonial imposition? Analyze the
Commissioner’s attitude towards the Igbo customs and his dismissal of
their significance, considering the implications of his actions for the
Igbo people and their cultural identity.

Discuss the portrayal of power dynamics and dehumanization in
Chapter 25. How does the District Commissioner's treatment of
Okonkwo’s death reflect the colonial mentality of superiority and
disregard for indigenous beliefs and practices? Analyze the
Commissioner’s decision to delegate the task of removing Okonkwo’s
body and his perspective on the event as material for his book,
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considering the implications for the Igbo people and their representation
in colonial narratives.

Discussion Point. Exploring Themes and Aspects in a Larger
Context. Instructions: Analyze the novel through the lens of historical,
cultural, and sociopolitical contexts, aiming to deepen your understanding
of its significance and relevance.

Themes and Aspects to Discuss:

e Colonialism and Imperialism: Explore how the novel portrays the
impact of European colonialism on traditional African societies,
examining themes of power dynamics, cultural clash, and resistance.

e Cultural Identity and Tradition: Analyze the significance of cultural
identity and tradition in the novel, considering how characters navigate
the tensions between indigenous beliefs and colonial influences.

e Gender Roles and Patriarchy: Discuss the portrayal of gender roles and
patriarchy in “Things Fall Apart”, examining how societal expectations
shape the experiences of male and female characters.

e Change and Modernization: Explore the theme of change and
modernization in the novel, reflecting on the tensions between tradition
and progress within Igbo society.

e Postcolonial Perspectives: Discuss the novel’s reception and legacy
from a postcolonial perspective, considering its influence on African
literature, decolonization movements, and ongoing discussions about
representation and cultural identity.

Vocabulary for Discussion:

Colonialism Cultural relativism
Cultural assimilation Conflict resolution
Cultural imperialism Oral tradition
Traditionalism Socioeconomic disparities
Modernity Hegemony

Cultural identity Marginalization
Patriarchy Resistance

Indigenous beliefs Post-colonialism
Westernization Tradition vs. change
Ethnocentrism Globalization

95



Mahira Hajiyeva

- /M

Enriching Perspectives:

Supporting Sources
/ \
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1. Supplementary Activities

1. Vocabulary Enhancement.
Instructions: Identify and define key terms related to cultural
complexity and multicultural dimensions in literature.

Multiculturalism
Cultural Hybridity
Syncretism

Cultural tapestry
Intercultural Dialogue
Globalization
Cultural identity
Diaspora Literature
Postcolonial Literature
Ethnic Literature
Cultural Relativism
Intersectionality
Cultural Pluralism
Inclusivity
Decolonization

2. Critical Reflection

Instructions: Write a reflective essay on how the exploration of
multicultural dimensions in literature contributes to a deeper
understanding of diverse cultural perspectives.
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Clues:

Cultural Kaleidoscope in Literature:

Literature serves as a kaleidoscope, refracting the myriad colors and
patterns of different cultures. As readers immerse themselves in
multicultural narratives, they encounter a spectrum of traditions, beliefs,
and norms that extend beyond their own familiar landscapes. Each
literary work becomes a portal, inviting readers into worlds shaped by
unique histories, languages, and societal structures.

Empathy and Cultural Empowerment:

One of the paramount contributions of multicultural literature is its
ability to evoke empathy. By delving into the lives of characters from
diverse backgrounds, readers can vicariously experience the challenges,
triumphs, and everyday realities of individuals in cultures distinct from
their own. This vicarious journey fosters a sense of empathy, nurturing an
understanding that transcends the boundaries of one's own cultural frame
of reference.

Moreover, multicultural literature empowers individuals belonging to
underrepresented or marginalized cultures. It provides a platform for their
stories to be heard, acknowledging the richness of their contributions to
the global narrative. In turn, this recognition becomes a catalyst for
societal change, challenging stereotypes and fostering inclusivity.

Breaking Stereotypes and Challenging Assumptions:

Multicultural literature has the power to dismantle stereotypes and
challenge preconceived notions. Through authentic storytelling, it invites
readers to confront and reassess their own biases, fostering a more
nuanced and accurate comprehension of different cultures. As readers
encounter characters who defy stereotypes, they are compelled to
question ingrained prejudices and embrace a more open-minded
perspective.

Cultural Dialogues and Global Connectivity:

Literature acts as a bridge, facilitating cultural dialogues and
connecting individuals across the globe. Multicultural narratives serve as
a shared language, fostering a sense of global community. In an
interconnected world, understanding diverse cultural perspectives
becomes imperative for fostering collaboration, appreciation, and unity
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3. Group Discussion.
Instructions: Exploring Multicultural Dimensions in English
Literature.

Introduction: Begin the discussion by highlighting the increasing
importance of incorporating multicultural dimensions in English
literature. Emphasize the diverse perspectives and narratives that
contribute to a richer and more inclusive literary landscape.

Discussion Questions:

1. Challenges of Representation:

How do you think the lack of diverse representation in literature
impacts readers’ understanding of different cultures?

Can you provide examples of English literature that successfully
addresses this challenge by offering authentic portrayals of diverse
characters and cultures?

2. Stereotypes and Cultural Authenticity:

In what ways can literature perpetuate stereotypes, and how can it be
a powerful tool for dispelling them?

Share examples of literary works that either challenge or reinforce
cultural stereotypes. How does this impact the reader’s perception?

3. Language and Cultural Nuances:

How does the use of language contribute to the authentic portrayal of
diverse cultures in literature?

Are there instances where the cultural nuances in language might pose
challenges for readers? How can these challenges be addressed?

4. Globalization and Cross-Cultural Influences:

Discuss how globalization has influenced the themes and narratives in
English literature from different parts of the world.

How do authors navigate the balance between preserving cultural
authenticity and incorporating global influences in their works?

5. Empathy and Cultural Understanding:

How does reading literature from diverse cultures contribute to
fostering empathy and cultural understanding?

Share personal experiences where literature has broadened your
cultural perspective or challenged preconceived notions.

6. Literature as a Catalyst for Social Change:

Explore examples of literary works that have played a role in
promoting social change by addressing cultural issues.

How can literature be a catalyst for fostering inclusivity and
challenging societal norms?

7.Reader’s Role in Multicultural Literature:
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In what ways can readers actively contribute to promoting and
appreciating multicultural literature?

Share recommendations for fostering a diverse reading culture within
book clubs, educational institutions, or communities.

8. Balancing Universality and Specificity:

Discuss the challenge of balancing universal themes that resonate
across cultures with the specificity needed to authentically represent a
particular cultural context.

How can authors strike this balance, and what are the benefits or
drawbacks of doing so?

4. Cultural Symbolism. (This exercise aims to deepen students’
appreciation for cultural symbolism in literature and enhance their ability to
recognize and interpret these symbols within a broader cultural context.)

Obijective: To identify and analyze cultural symbols in a literary text,
exploring how these symbols convey deeper cultural meanings and enhance
the reader’s understanding of the text.

Instructions:

e Select a Literary Text:
Choose a literary work that richly incorporates cultural symbols. This
could be a novel, short story, poem, or play from any cultural
background.

e Identify Cultural Symbols:
Read the selected text and identify cultural symbols embedded within
the narrative. These symbols can include objects, colors, animals,
rituals, or any recurring elements that hold cultural significance.

e Research Cultural Context:
Conduct research on the cultural context associated with each
identified symbol. Explore the historical, religious, or societal
meanings attributed to these symbols within the specific culture
represented in the text.

e Analyze Symbolic Usage:
Discuss how the author employs these cultural symbols in the text.
Consider their role in character development, plot advancement, or
thematic exploration. Analyze whether the symbols carry both
surface and deeper cultural meanings.

e Reflect on Reader’s Understanding:
Reflect on how these cultural symbols contribute to the reader’s
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understanding of the text. Discuss whether the symbols act as a
bridge to cultural insights, providing readers with a deeper
connection to the narrative.

e Group Discussion:
Facilitate a group discussion where participants share their findings.
Encourage them to explore the emotional and intellectual impact of
these symbols on the reader’s interpretation of the story.

e Creative Expression:
Encourage participants to creatively express their understanding of
the cultural symbols. This could include creating visual
representations, short stories, or poems inspired by the identified
symbols.

e Reflective Writing:
Ask participants to write a reflective piece on how the cultural
symbols in the text have influenced their perception of the story.
Prompt them to consider whether their cultural awareness has been
enriched through this exploration.

e Compare Across Cultures:
For a more comprehensive understanding, compare the use of cultural
symbols in the selected text with works from other cultures. Discuss
similarities and differences in symbolic representations.

e Final Presentation:
Conclude the exercise with a final presentation where participants
showcase their analyses. Emphasize the diversity of cultural symbols
and their role in shaping literary narratives.

5. Author Study. (This exercise provides students with a
comprehensive understanding of an author’s approach to cross-cultural
themes, promoting critical analysis and appreciation for the complexities of
cultural representation in literature.)

Objective: To research and analyze an author known for exploring
cross-cultural themes in their works, understanding how they navigate and
represent cultural diversity.

Instructions:

e Select an Author:
Choose an author renowned for their exploration of cross-cultural
themes. This can include authors from various cultural backgrounds
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who have demonstrated a commitment to representing diverse
perspectives.

Conduct Background Research:

Conduct background research on the selected author. Explore their
biography, cultural background, and any personal experiences that
might influence their approach to cross-cultural themes.

Identify Key Works:

Identify a selection of the author’s works that prominently feature
cross-cultural themes. This could include novels, short stories, essays,
or poems where cultural diversity plays a significant role.

Read and Analyze:

Read the selected works attentively, paying close attention to
instances where cross-cultural themes are explored. Analyze how the
author introduces, develops, and resolves these themes within the
narrative.

Examine Characterization:

Focus on how characters from different cultural backgrounds are
portrayed. Analyze the author’s characterization, considering whether
it reflects nuanced and authentic representations of diverse cultures.
Explore Settings and Contexts:

Examine the settings and contexts within the selected works. Discuss
how the author creates immersive cultural landscapes and integrates
cultural elements into the narrative.

Research Cultural Accuracy:

Research the cultural accuracy of the author's depictions. Evaluate
whether they have taken care to represent cultures respectfully and
authentically, avoiding stereotypes and clichés.

Consider Themes and Motifs:

Identify recurring themes and motifs related to cross-cultural
exploration. Discuss how these themes contribute to the overall
messages or themes of the author's body of work.

Compare Works:

Compare the representation of cross-cultural themes across different
works by the same author. Explore whether there is evolution or
consistency in their approach to cultural diversity.

Group Discussion:

Facilitate a group discussion where participants share their findings.
Discuss the impact of the author’s exploration of cross-cultural
themes on readers and the literary landscape.

101




Mahira Hajiyeva

o Reflective Response:
Ask participants to write a reflective response on what they have
learned from the author study. Encourage them to consider the
significance of cross-cultural representation in literature.

e Presentation:
Conclude the exercise with individual or group presentations
summarizing key insights from the author study. Discuss the author's
contributions to cross-cultural literature and their impact on fostering
cultural understanding.

6. Comparative Study Exercise. (This exercise promotes critical
thinking and a deeper appreciation for how cultural backgrounds shape the
treatment of universal themes in literature.)

Obijective: To analyze and compare how similar themes are treated in
two literary works from different cultural backgrounds, considering cultural
nuances.

Instructions:

e Select Two Literary Works:
Choose two literary works from distinct cultural backgrounds that
address similar themes. These can be novels, short stories, poems, or
plays.

e Identify Common Themes:
Identify the common themes present in both works. Examples could
include themes like identity, love, loss, or societal expectations.
Ensure that the themes are central to the narratives.

e Research Cultural Contexts:
Conduct research on the cultural contexts of each literary work.
Explore historical, social, and cultural aspects that may influence the
treatment of the chosen themes.

e Read and Analyze:
Read both literary works carefully, paying attention to how the
themes are explored and developed. Take note of cultural nuances,
symbols, and references unique to each cultural context.

e Character Comparison:
Compare and contrast how characters from different cultural
backgrounds navigate the chosen themes. Analyze character
motivations, conflicts, and resolutions, considering cultural
influences.
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Setting and Atmosphere:

Examine the settings and atmospheres created in each work. Discuss
how the cultural settings contribute to the overall mood and tone,
influencing the treatment of the themes.

Symbolism and Imagery:

Identify any cultural symbols, imagery, or metaphors used in the
works. Discuss how these elements enhance the exploration of the
themes and whether they differ across cultures.

Narrative Styles:

Analyze the narrative styles employed by the authors. Discuss
whether there are cultural-specific storytelling techniques or literary
devices that impact the portrayal of themes.

Reader's Perspective:

Consider how the reader's perspective might be influenced by
cultural differences. Discuss potential challenges or benefits readers
may experience in understanding and relating to the themes.

Group Discussion:

Facilitate a group discussion where participants share their findings.
Encourage conversations about the impact of cultural nuances on the
interpretation and reception of the themes.

Reflective Response:

Ask participants to write a reflective response on how the
comparative study has deepened their understanding of how cultural
contexts shape the treatment of themes in literature.

Presentation:

Conclude the exercise with individual or group presentations
summarizing key points from the comparative study. Discuss insights
gained and lessons learned about cultural influences on thematic
exploration.

6. Character Exploration. (This exercise encourages participants to

delve into the complexities of character representation in cross-cultural
literature, fostering a deeper appreciation for the role of cultural background
in shaping fictional individuals).

Obijective: To analyze how a character’s cultural background influences

their characterization, motivations, and interactions with other characters in
a cross-cultural literary text.
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Instructions:

e Select a Literary Text: Choose a cross-cultural literary text that
features a character with a distinct cultural background. This can be a
novel, short story, play, or any work where cultural elements play a
significant role.

e Identify the Character: Select a specific character from the chosen text
whose cultural background is central to their identity. Ensure that the
character’s cultural context significantly shapes their portrayal.

e Research Cultural Background: Conduct research on the cultural
background of the selected character. Explore aspects such as
traditions, values, beliefs, and historical context that contribute to
their cultural identity.

e Examine Characterization: Analyze how the author characterizes the
selected individual. Consider physical descriptions, personality traits,
and behaviors that reflect the character’s cultural identity.

e Explore Motivations: Examine the character’s motivations and goals
in the narrative. Discuss how their cultural background influences
their aspirations, desires, and decision-making within the story.

e Interactions with Other Characters: Analyze how the character
interacts with other characters in the text. Pay attention to
relationships, conflicts, and collaborations, and discuss how cultural
differences or similarities impact these interactions.

e Dialogue and Language Use: Consider the character’s dialogue and
language use. Explore whether cultural nuances are reflected in their
speech patterns, expressions, or the languages they use in
communication with other characters.

e Symbolism and Imagery: Identify any cultural symbols, imagery, or
metaphors associated with the character. Discuss how these elements
contribute to the character’s depth and add cultural richness to the
narrative.

e Character Arc: Trace the character’s development throughout the
narrative. Discuss how cultural influences contribute to their character
arc, including any transformations, challenges, or revelations.

e Reader’s Perspective: Consider how readers from different cultural
backgrounds might interpret and relate to the character. Discuss
potential cultural biases or shared cultural understandings that readers
may bring to their interpretation.

e Group Discussion: Facilitate a group discussion where participants
share their analyses of different characters. Discuss the impact of
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cultural background on character portrayal and the role it plays in
advancing the narrative.

Reflective Response: Ask participants to write a reflective response
on how exploring a character’s cultural background enhances their
understanding of the character’s motivations and interactions.
Presentation: Conclude the exercise with individual or group
presentations summarizing key insights from character explorations.
Discuss the importance of cultural context in shaping character
dynamics.

7. Exploring the Role of Language in Shaping Characters’

Cultural Belonging and Societal Identity

Instructions: Examine instances in the novel where language serves

as a marker of belonging or exclusion. How does the character’s
proficiency or use of language influence their acceptance within the

community or their ability to navigate changing circumstances?

Example:

In “Things Fall Apart" by Chinua Achebe, language plays a
crucial role as a marker of belonging and exclusion within the Igho
community. Here are instances where language serves as a significant
factor in determining acceptance or exclusion:

Proverbs and Traditional Language: The proficient use of
proverbs and traditional language is a key marker of belonging within
the Igbo society. Characters like Okonkwo, who can skillfully employ
proverbs in their speech, are regarded with respect. This linguistic
proficiency serves as a connection to the cultural heritage and
traditions of the community.

Language in Rituals and Ceremonies: The participation in
communal rituals and ceremonies requires a command of the
appropriate language and cultural expressions. Characters who exhibit
fluency in the language associated with these rituals are perceived as
integral members of the community. This linguistic competence
strengthens their sense of belonging.

The Impact of the Missionaries: The arrival of Christian
missionaries introduces a new language - English - as a marker of
belonging to a different cultural and religious group. Characters like
Nwoye, who embraces the English language, find themselves
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excluded from their traditional community, highlighting how language
can be a divisive factor in the face of cultural change.

Eloquence in Leadership: Leadership roles in the community often
demand a high level of eloquence and persuasive speech. Okonkwo’s
son, Nwoye, is less proficient in the traditional Igbo rhetoric and
struggles to find acceptance within the community, especially when
compared to his father who excels in expressing himself in the
traditional language.

Oral Storytelling Tradition: The ability to convey stories and
histories through oral tradition is a significant aspect of Igho culture.
Characters who excel in this form of communication, such as the
village storyteller or griot, are respected and play a role in preserving
the community’s collective memory. This proficiency in storytelling is
a marker of belonging.

The Language of Resistance: During moments of conflict and
resistance against colonial forces, characters who resist the imposition
of the English language symbolize a commitment to preserving their
cultural identity. Their refusal to adopt the language of the colonizers
becomes a powerful marker of resistance and a means of asserting
belonging to their traditional way of life.

Loss of Language and Identity: Characters who struggle with the
English language and are unable to express themselves effectively in
the new linguistic and cultural context often experience a sense of
exclusion. This loss of language contributes to a broader loss of
identity, as seen in characters like Okonkwo’s grandson, who
struggles to connect with his heritage.

8. Character Analysis - Belonging Dynamics. (This character
analysis exercise allows students to delve into the complexities of
belonging dynamics, considering how various factors such as personal
choices, societal expectations, and external circumstances influence
characters’ struggles and resolutions in their pursuit of belonging).

Instructions: Choose a novel with characters navigating issues of
belonging. Analyze how different characters in the story perceive and
seek a sense of belonging. What challenges do they face, and how do
they overcome or succumb to them?
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Example:

a. Changez:

Background: Changez is a Pakistani immigrant who attends
Princeton University and later works as a successful financial analyst in
New York City. Despite his professional success, he struggles with his
identity and sense of belonging in America.

Perceptions of belonging: Changez initially embraces American
culture and aspires to assimilate into American society. However, after
experiencing discrimination and witnessing the effects of American
imperialism, he begins to question his allegiance to the United States
and reclaims his Pakistani identity.

Strategies for seeking belonging: Changez initially seeks belonging
by conforming to Western ideals of success and assimilation. However,
as he becomes disillusioned with American values, he rejects societal
expectations and embraces his cultural heritage.

Internal conflicts and resolutions: Changez experiences internal
conflict as he grapples with his dual identity and the tension between
his Pakistani roots and American aspirations.

b. Erica:

Background: Erica is an American woman with whom Changez
becomes romantically involved. She is grieving the death of her
childhood friend and former lover, Chris, and struggles with mental
health issues.

Perceptions of belonging: Erica feels a sense of connection and
belonging with Chris, whose death leaves her feeling lost and
disconnected from the world around her. She longs for the past and
finds solace in memories of her relationship with Chris.

Strategies for seeking belonging: Erica seeks belonging through
her memories of Chris and her relationship with Changez. However,
her inability to move past Chris’s death and her mental health struggles
prevent her from fully engaging with the present.

Internal conflicts and resolutions: Erica experiences internal
conflict as she grapples with grief, depression, and an inability to move
on from Chris’s death. Despite Changez’s efforts to connect with her,
Erica remains emotionally distant and ultimately retreats further into
her memories of Chris.

Influence of External Circumstances: Societal norms and cultural
expectations in America contribute to Changez’s feelings of alienation
and his eventual rejection of Western values. Erica’s mental health
struggles and her inability to move past Chris’s death are external

107




Mahira Hajiyeva

factors that hinder her sense of belonging and emotional connection
with Changez.

Comparison of Experiences: Changez and Erica both seek
belonging through their relationship with each other, but their differing
backgrounds and personal struggles prevent them from fully
connecting.

Themes: The characters’ struggles with belonging intersect with
broader themes of identity, cultural assimilation, and the impact of
external influences on personal identity and relationships.

9. Symbolic Representation Exercise. Instructions: Identify a symbol
in a literary text that represents the theme of belonging. Create visual
representations or artistic interpretations of this symbol, explaining how it
encapsulates the challenges and rewards of belonging.

Example:

Symbol: The Lahore Café in “The Reluctant Fundamentalist”

Visual Representation: The Lahore Cafe, a recurring setting in “The
Reluctant Fundamentalist”, serves as a symbolic representation of
belonging in the novel.

The visual representation of the Lahore Cafe could depict a bustling
scene filled with diverse patrons, each engaged in conversations and
interactions that reflect their sense of belonging. The café’s vibrant
atmosphere, adorned with cultural artifacts and traditional decor, evokes a
sense of warmth and community.

Explanation: The Lahore Cafe symbolizes belonging in multiple ways
throughout the novel. Firstly, it represents a physical space where
individuals from different backgrounds come together, transcending
societal divisions and fostering a sense of unity. The diverse clientele of
the cafe reflects the cosmopolitan nature of Lahore and highlights the
interconnectedness of its inhabitants.

Secondly, the Lahore Cafe serves as a refuge for the protagonist,
Changez, who finds solace and companionship within its walls during his
time in Lahore. As a Pakistani returning from America, Changez grapples
with a sense of displacement and alienation, but the Lahore Cafe provides
him with a sense of familiarity and belonging amidst his inner turmoil.

Furthermore, the Lahore Cafe becomes a symbol of resistance against
external forces that seek to disrupt the fabric of Pakistani society.
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By visually representing the Lahore Cafe, one can capture the essence
of belonging depicted in “The Reluctant Fundamentalist”. The bustling
scene, filled with diverse characters and cultural elements, conveys the
inclusive nature of the cafe and its role in fostering a sense of community
and resilience in times of adversity

2. Fostering Cultural Awareness. Assignments

1. Word Association. Instructions: write down any associations, ideas,
or thoughts that come to mind for each term. Consider how these terms
relate to each other, especially in the context of literature as cultural
artifacts.

Literature Culture Artifacts Representation Identity Influence Society
Tradition Perspective Symbolism

2. Anticipation Guide: Instructions: consider the following

statements. Indicate whether you agree or disagree with each statement.

e Literary texts are timeless and detached from the cultural context in
which they are written.

e Cultural artifacts in literature include only written works, such as novels
and poems.

e Authors intentionally embed cultural elements in their works to convey
specific messages about society.

e Literary texts from different cultures may share common themes and
motifs.

e Cultural artifacts in literature primarily serve as entertainment and have
little impact on societal views.

e Reading literature from diverse cultures enhances cultural
understanding and empathy.

e Authors should prioritize universal themes over culturally specific
elements to appeal to a broader audience.

e The cultural background of an author is irrelevant when analyzing their
literary works.

e Literary texts play a crucial role in preserving and transmitting cultural
heritage across generations.

e Authors have a responsibility to accurately represent the cultural
realities portrayed in their works.
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3. Cultural Context Exploration. This assignment aims to enhance
your understanding of cultural context in literature, focusing on Hanif
Kureishi’s novel, “The Buddha of Suburbia”. Through this exercise, you
will delve into the cultural and social elements depicted in the novel,
gaining insights into how they shape the characters and themes. “The
Buddha of Suburbia” by Hanif Kureishi is a novel that delves into the
cultural and social landscape of 1970s London. The narrative revolves
around Karim Amir, a teenager of mixed English and Indian heritage, as he
navigates his identity and explores the dynamic cultural shifts occurring in
the city. The novel captures the atmosphere of a multicultural society
undergoing significant transformations. Set against the backdrop of a post-
colonial Britain, the story touches upon issues of race, immigration, and the
clash of traditional and modern values. Kureishi skillfully weaves a
narrative that explores the complexities of identity, the search for self-
discovery, and the impact of cultural diversity on individual lives. As
readers engage with “The Buddha of Suburbia”, they are invited to consider
how cultural context shapes characters’ experiences, influences relationships,
and contributes to the overall themes of the novel. This assignment will not
only deepen your comprehension of “The Buddha of Suburbia” but also
enhance your skills in analyzing cultural elements within literary texts.

Instructions:

Background Research: Conduct preliminary research on the cultural and
historical context of 1970s London. Explore key societal changes,
multicultural influences, and post-colonial dynamics during this period.

Identify Cultural Nuances: Read the first few chapters of “The Buddha
of Suburbia”. Identify instances where cultural nuances, traditions, or
societal elements are evident. Pay attention to how characters interact with
their cultural backgrounds.

Highlight Specific Passages: Select at least three passages from the
novel that exemplify cultural influences. These could involve descriptions
of settings, characters' behaviors, or dialogues reflecting cultural diversity.

Analysis and Explanation: For each chosen passage, provide a brief
analysis. Explain how the cultural elements enhance the narrative, shape
characters’ identities, or contribute to the overall themes of the novel.

Reflect on Themes: Reflect on broader themes such as identity,
immigration, and the clash of traditional and modern values. Consider how
these themes are portrayed within the cultural context of the story.
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Discussion Questions: Formulate two discussion questions based on
your analysis. These questions should encourage dialogue about the impact
of cultural context on character development and the overarching narrative.

References: Include references to any external sources you consulted for
background research. Use proper citation formats.

Submission Guidelines: Submit a written document with a minimum of
500 words. Clearly label each section (Background Research, ldentified
Passages, Analysis, Reflection, Discussion Questions, References). Ensure
proper grammar, spelling, and citation formatting.

4. Vocabulary Exercise: Building Language Proficiency.

Instructions: Complete the following exercises to enhance your
understanding of the vocabulary words. Look up definitions, explore word
origins, and consider how these words might be used in different contexts.

Words:

Enigmatic Pernicious Ubiquitous Melancholy Resilient Aesthetic
Conundrum Serendipity Ephemeral Altruistic Ineffable Quixotic
Sagacious Mellifluous Catharsis

A. Match each vocabulary word with its correct definition.

Present, appearing, or found everywhere

Mysterious and puzzling

Harmful or destructive, often in a subtle way

Concerned with beauty or the appreciation of beauty

A feeling of deep sadness or sorrow

Lasting for a very short time

The process of releasing, and thereby providing relief from, strong or

repressed emotions.

A difficult problem or question

9. Showing a selfless concern for others; unselfish

10. The occurrence and development of events by chance in a happy or
beneficial way

11. Capable of withstanding difficult conditions

12. Too great or extreme to be expressed or described in words

13. Extremely idealistic; unrealistic and impractical

14. Pleasing to the ear; smooth and sweet-sounding

15. Having or showing keen mental discernment and good judgment

NoookrwdPE
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B. Create a sentence for each vocabulary word to demonstrate its
usage in context.

5. Word List Compilation. The followings are some key vocabulary
words that you are likely to use analyzing literary text “The Buddha of
Suburbia” by Hanif Kureishi. The words are selected based on their
relevance to the text’s themes, settings, or character interactions.

Suburbia, Ambivalence, Assimilation, Cultural Hybridity, Alienation,
Bohemian, Multiculturalism, Identity Crisis, Estrangement,
Socioeconomic, Dynamics

Instruction: Explore the meanings, usage, and context of the provided
vocabulary words from the literary text “The Buddha of Suburbia” by
Hanif Kureishi. Use dictionaries, online resources, or the context of the
book to understand each word thoroughly. Once you feel confident about
the meanings, attempt the following exercises:

e Sentence Construction. Create sentences that demonstrate your
understanding of each vocabulary word. Ensure the sentences reflect the
way these words are used in the literary text.

e Cultural Connections. Relate each word to specific cultural elements,
themes, or character interactions in “The Buddha of Suburbia”. Discuss
how these words contribute to the overall cultural and linguistic richness
of the text.

e Synonym Search. Find synonyms for each vocabulary word. Consider
how the choice of synonyms might alter the tone or nuance of the
sentences in which these words appear in the literary work.

e Contextual Analysis. Choose a passage from "The Buddha of Suburbia™
that includes one or more of the listed words. Analyze the context in
which these words are used and discuss their significance in shaping the
narrative.

e Discussion Forum. Engage in a discussion with your peers. Share your
sentences, cultural connections, synonym choices, and contextual
analyses. Explore different perspectives and interpretations of the
vocabulary words.

6. Word List Compilation. Instructions: Explore the meanings,
usage, and context of the provided vocabulary words from the literary
text “Ice Candy man” by Bapsi Sidhwa. Use dictionaries, online
resources, or the context of the book to understand each word
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thoroughly. Once you feel confident about the meanings, attempt the
following exercises:

Partition, Communal, Identity Politics, Bittersweet, Cacophony,
Pluralistic, Mosaic, Patriarchy, Hyphenated Identity, Colonial Legacy

e Sentence Construction. Create sentences that demonstrate your
understanding of each vocabulary word. Ensure the sentences reflect the
way these words are used in the literary text.

e Cultural Connections. Relate each word to specific cultural elements,
themes, or character interactions in “Ice Candy Man”. Discuss how
these words contribute to the overall cultural and linguistic richness of
the text.

e Synonym Search. Find synonyms for each vocabulary word. Consider
how the choice of synonyms might alter the tone or nuance of the
sentences in which these words appear in the literary work.

e Contextual Analysis. Choose a passage from “Ice Candy Man” that
includes one or more of the listed words. Analyze the context in which
these words are used and discuss their significance in shaping the
narrative.

e Discussion Forum. Engage in a discussion with your peers. Share your
sentences, cultural connections, synonym choices, and contextual
analyses. Explore different perspectives and interpretations of the
vocabulary words.

7. Comparative Analysis. Instructions: Explore the meanings, usage,
and context of the provided vocabulary words in the comparative analysis
of “Heart of Darkness” by Joseph Conrad and “Things Fall Apart” by
Chinua Achebe. Use dictionaries, online resources, or the context of the
books to understand each word thoroughly. Once you feel confident about
the meanings, attempt the following exercises:

Word List:

Colonialism, Savagery, Imperialism, Civilization, Orientalism,
Ambiguity Cultural Hegemony, Decolonization, Hubris, Achebe’s
Response
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Exercise 1: Sentence Construction. Create sentences that demonstrate
your understanding of each vocabulary word. Ensure the sentences reflect
the way these words are used in both literary texts.

Exercise 2: Comparative Contextual Analysis. Choose passages from
both “Heart of Darkness” and “Things Fall Apart” that include one or more
of the listed words. Analyze the context in which these words are used and
discuss their significance in shaping the narratives. Compare and contrast
the usage of these words in the two texts.

Exercise 3: Synonym Search. Find synonyms for each vocabulary word.
Consider how the choice of synonyms might alter the tone or nuance of the
sentences in which these words appear in both literary works.

Exercise 4: Discussion Forum. Engage in a discussion with your peers.
Share your sentences, contextual analyses, and comparative insights.
Explore different perspectives and interpretations of the vocabulary words
in the context of colonial and postcolonial literature.

Exercise 5: Reflective Response. Write a reflective response discussing
how the selected vocabulary words contribute to the exploration of themes
such as colonialism, cultural clash, and decolonization in both “Heart of
Darkness” and “Things Fall Apart”.

8. Cultural Connotations in “The Bluest Eye”. Instructions: Explore
the cultural connotations and themes embedded in “The Bluest Eye” by
Toni Morrison through the following vocabulary exercises:

Word List.

White Beauty Standards, Internalized Racism, Colorism, Economic
Struggle, Marginalization, Double Consciousness, ldentity Formation,
Socioeconomic, Disparities, Cultural Assimilation, Community Solidarity

Exercise 1: Sentence Construction. Create sentences that illustrate your
understanding of each vocabulary word. Ensure the sentences reflect the
way these words are used in the context of “The Bluest Eye”.

Exercise 2: Contextual Analysis. ldentify passages in the novel that
involve the listed words. Analyze how these words contribute to the
portrayal of characters, societal structures, and cultural dynamics within the
narrative.

Exercise 3: Synonym Search. Find synonyms for each vocabulary word.
Consider how the choice of synonyms might impact the interpretation of
cultural connotations in the novel.
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Exercise 4: Discussion Forum. Engage in a discussion with your peers.
Share your sentences, contextual analyses, and insights into the cultural
connotations of the selected words in “The Bluest Eye”. Discuss how these
cultural elements contribute to the novel's overarching themes.

Exercise 5: Reflective Response. Write a reflective response discussing
how the vocabulary words are integral to conveying the cultural nuances
and connotations in “The Bluest Eye”. Explore how these elements
contribute to the novel’s exploration of race, identity, and societal
expectations.

9. Cultural Connotations in “Woman at the Edge of Time”.
Instructions: Explore the cultural connotations and themes embedded in
“Woman at the Edge of Time” by Marge Piercy through the following
vocabulary exercises:

Word List.

Gender Roles, Psychiatric Institutionalization, Cultural Relativism,
Matrilineal Societies, Feminist Utopia, Racial Injustice, Egalitarianism,
Temporal Displacement, Intersectionality, Ecofeminism

Exercise 1: Sentence Construction. Create sentences that illustrate your
understanding of each vocabulary word. Ensure the sentences reflect the
way these words are used in the context of “Woman at the Edge of Time”.

Exercise 2: Contextual Analysis. ldentify passages in the novel that
involve the listed words. Analyze how these words contribute to the
portrayal of characters, societal structures, and cultural dynamics within the
narrative.

Exercise 3: Synonym Search. Find synonyms for each vocabulary word.
Consider how the choice of synonyms might impact the interpretation of
cultural connotations in the novel.

Exercise 4: Discussion Forum. Engage in a discussion with your peers.
Share your sentences, contextual analyses, and insights into the cultural
connotations of the selected words in “Woman at the Edge of Time”.
Discuss how these cultural elements contribute to the novel’s overarching
themes.

Exercise 5: Reflective Response. Write a reflective response discussing
how the vocabulary words are integral to conveying the cultural nuances
and connotations in “Woman at the Edge of Time”. Explore how these
elements contribute to the novel's exploration of gender, race, and societal
structures.
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10. KWL Chart. Instructions: In the forthcoming KWL chart, we've
presented illustrations in the K, W, and L sections. Your task is to provide
your responses.

This approach ensures you actively engage with your prior knowledge,
express your curiosity about the topic, and later assess the new
information acquired through reading.

K - What | Know:

What | Know Source/Experience
Cultural awareness is vital in educational Personal experiences in
settings school
Multiculturalism involves recognizing diverse Previous discussions in
cultures class

Knowledge from related
Inclusive education values diverse perspectives courses

W - What | Want to Know:

What | Want to Know Questions | Have

What are the key benefits
of incorporating
How can educators actively cultivate cultural multiculturalism in
awareness? education?

What strategies promote a
Are there specific challenges in implementing truly inclusive educational
multiculturalism in schools? framework?
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L - What | Learned:

What I Learned Source/Experience
Strategies for integrating multiculturalism in education Reading the text
Classroom
The importance of fostering cultural competence in discussions and
students activities
Challenges and solutions in implementing Reading research
multicultural education studies

11. Exploring Multiculturalism and Cultural Diversity Concepts.
Instructions: explore and discuss additional concepts to gain a more
comprehensive view of these intricate topics.

Definition Discussion Questions
Cultural Assimilation - The 1. How does cultural assimilation
process through which individuals | differ from cultural exchange or
or groups from one culture adopt integration?
the customs and practices of 2. What are the potential challenges
another culture. and benefits of cultural assimilation

for individuals and communities?

Cultural Pluralism - The 1.How does cultural pluralism
coexistence of diverse cultural contribute to a vibrant and inclusive
groups within a society, each society?
maintaining their distinct cultural 2.What policies or practices can
identity. support the promotion of cultural

pluralism in various contexts?

Cultural Identity - The feeling of 1. How does cultural identity

belonging to a particular cultural contribute to an individual’s sense of
group and the shared values, self and well-being?

traditions, and experiences 2. Can individuals belong to multiple
associated with that group. cultural identities simultaneously,

and if so, how does this impact their
experiences?

117



Mahira Hajiyeva

12. Vocabulary Matching. Instructions: Match each term with its

correct definition.

e 0 e ~Je Oh e Ul Ne e N)e

10.

Anti-bias:

A. The patterns of daily life learned by a group of people.

Classism:

B. The act of coming to a new country for settlement.

Culture:

C. An inclination that interferes with impartial judgment.

Diversity:

D. A group of people believed to be descended from a common ancestor.
Ethnicity:

E. An active commitment to challenging prejudice and discrimination.
Immigration:

F. A set of negative beliefs generalized about a whole group of people.
Inclusive:

G. Concerns the heritage, character, and experience of people.
Prejudice:

H. The denial of justice and fair treatment by individuals and
institutions.

Tribe:

I. Having a posture of inclusion of diverse others.

Tradition:

J. The handing down of stories, beliefs, and customs from generation to
generation.

13. Vocabulary Fill-in-the-Blanks. Instructions: Fill in the blanks

with the correct terms.

Culture, Diversity, Refugee, Discrimination, Tribe, Ethnicity, Inclusive,
Bias, Prejudice, Tradition

------------ - An or preference either for or against an
individual or group.

------------ : is learned consciously and
unconsciously by a group of people.

------------- : The denial of justice and fair treatment by both individuals
and institutions in many arenas, including employment, education,
housing, and banking, is called
------------ : The population of the United States is made up of people
from races, cultures, and places.
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5. smmmeeeeee- : concerns the heritage, character, and
experlence of people distinguished by political and geographic
boundaries.

6. ---mmmeeee- : Having a posture of of diverse others.

7. e is a set of negative beliefs
generalized about a whole group of people.

8. s : Persons fleeing oppression in other countries and seeking
asylum can be granted status.

I : The handing down of stories, beliefs, customs, and so forth
from generatlon to generation is known as

10. -------mmeee-- : A group of persons believed to be descended from a

common ancestor and forming a closely knit community is called a

Real-world Connections: Research and discuss current events or
historical examples related to immigration, refugees, or classism. How do
these events reflect or challenge the definitions provided?

14. Associations. Instructions: Take a few minutes to brainstorm
associations, ideas, or phrases that come to mind when you think about
the interplay between language and culture in the process of learning and
teaching English. Consider aspects such as cultural influences on
language, the role of cultural awareness in education, and any
preconceptions or expectations you may have. Be ready to share your
thoughts with the class.

Clues:

Cultural Influences on 1. Consider how different cultures may

Language: shape the way English is spoken and
learned.
2. Think about the impact of cultural
backgrounds on vocabulary,
expressions, and communication styles
in English.

Role of Cultural Awareness in | 1. Reflect on the importance of being

Education: culturally aware in an English language
learning environment.
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2. Explore how understanding cultural
nuances can enhance language
comprehension and effective
communication

Expectations in
Linguacultural
Analysis:

1. Identify any preconceptions or
expectations you have regarding the
relationship between language and
culture.

2. Consider how these expectations
might influence your approach to
learning or teaching English.

Multicultural Perspectives:

1. Think about how a multicultural
approach to language education might
enrich the learning experience.

2. Consider the benefits of
incorporating diverse cultural
perspectives in English language
classrooms.

Language Learning
Challenges:

1. Reflect on potential challenges that
may arise when learners and educators
navigate the intersection of language
and culture.

2. Consider how awareness of these
challenges can contribute to a more
inclusive and effective language
learning environment.

Personal Experiences:

1. Draw from your own experiences or
observations of language and culture in
educational settings.

2. Share anecdotes or examples that
illustrate the dynamic relationship
between language and culture.

15. Cultural Expression Word Search. Instructions: Look for the
words horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and backward in the letter grid.
Circle or highlight each word as you find it. Try to find all the words as
quickly as possible. After finding all the words, reflect on their meanings
in the context of cultural expression and language use. Discuss the
significance of each word in the context of cultural awareness and

communication.
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ULRGESTURISMOL
CHERISHLESRPIGQ
RESPECTLTNSIESP
IVECOMMUNICATE
LILOIREATURALRIJ
TESTERELATEHITI
AARTIOYCULTUREV
ROLOAISPACEKIYN
LANGUAGEXHCAGHS
EMPATHYYANOEDNRQ
SELFRELIANCEATE
AEYRSLVMMAYOUPI
LNOITALIVSEUGEH
WORLDVIEWTLRGHO
TNECIVONISITADO
OEXPRESSIONCYAS
RECOGNITIONIOIE
DIVERSITYYQOICL

Cultural
Respect
Communicate
Tolerance
Cultivate
Relate
Expression
Empathy
Worldview
Diversity
Language
Space
Symbol
Cherish
Self-reliance

16. Matching Exercise. Instructions: Match each symbol with its

meaning or origin.

1. Henna 2. Yin and Yang 3. Shamrock 4. Fleur-de-lis 5. Maasai
Beadwork 6. Inukshuk 7. Om 8. Kokopelli 9. Adinkra Symbols
10. Matryoshka Doll 11. Dreamcatcher 12. Hanbok 13. Zia Sun Symbol

14. Celtic Knot 15. Eye of Horus

A. Sacred sound and a spiritual icon in Hinduism, Buddhism, and

Jainism.

B. Stone landmark built by the Inuit people, often used for navigation.
C. West African symbols representing concepts or aphorisms.

D. Lily flower symbol associated with royalty and various cultures.

E. Traditional craft of the Maasai people in East Africa, often used in

jewelry.

F. Intricate interwoven design with no beginning or end, often seen in

Celtic culture.

G. Body art and dye associated with celebrations and rituals in various

cultures.
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H. Humpbacked flute player, a symbol of fertility in Native American
cultures.

I. Native American talisman to protect against bad dreams.

J. Symbol on the flag of New Mexico, representing the sun.

K. Three-leafed clover, a symbol of Ireland and luck.

L. Ancient Egyptian symbol of protection and royal power.

M. Nested dolls, a symbol of Russian culture and motherhood.

N. Symbol representing the balance of opposites, such as light and dark.
O. Traditional Korean clothing.

17. Word Association. Instructions: To initiate our exploration of
multicultural and linguacultural analyses in literary texts, let's engage in
a word association activity. Below is a list of terms related to this theme.
Please write down your associations or ideas that come to mind for each
term. Afterward, we'll discuss these associations as a class, fostering an
understanding of the concepts that will be explored in the upcoming
chapter.

Words Associations/ldeas
Multiculturalism
Linguacultural Analysis
Literary Texts
Cultural Context
Diversity
Language and Culture
Global Citizenship
Inclusivity
Representation
Empathy

18. Cultural Context Analysis. Instructions: Choose a literary text
that is rich in cultural elements. This could be a novel, short story, play, or
poem. Ensure that the text offers significant insights into the cultural
context it represents. The objective of this assignment is to explore the
influence of cultural elements on a literary text, understanding how they
shape characters, settings, and plot dynamics, and to discuss the overall
impact of cultural nuances on the narrative. Here are a few other short
story options that are rich in cultural elements and offer significant
insights into the cultural context they represent:
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e “A Temporary Matter” by Jhumpa Labhiri.

Cultural Elements: Explores the cultural dynamics within a Indian-

American couple’s relationship.

Synopsis: Set against the backdrop of power outages in their

neighborhood, the story delves into the complexities of grief,

communication, and cultural identity.
e “The Things They Carried” by Tim O’Brien

Cultural Elements: Provides a glimpse into the cultural experiences of

soldiers during the Vietnam War.

Synopsis: Through the items carried by soldiers, O’Brien explores the

burdens of war, touching on themes of memory, storytelling, and the

human cost of conflict.
e “Everyday Use” by Alice Walker

Cultural Elements: Examines African-American heritage and the clash

between traditional and modern values.

Synopsis: The story revolves around a family heirloom, an old quilt, and

the different perspectives of two sisters on its significance, reflecting

broader cultural themes.
e “Interpreter of Maladies” by Jhumpa Lahiri

Cultural Elements: Explores the cultural nuances within an Indian-

American family and the dynamics between an interpreter and a tourist.

Synopsis: Lahiri’s narrative delves into communication, assimilation,

and the challenges of navigating cultural identity in a foreign land.
e “The Dead” by James Joyce

Cultural Elements: Provides a glimpse into Irish culture and societal

expectations during a festive gathering.

Synopsis: The story unfolds during a Christmas celebration, exploring
themes of life, death, and the impact of the past on the present within an
Irish context.

Analysis Points:

Character Analysis: Identify key characters in the selected text. Analyze
how their personalities, behaviors, and motivations are influenced by the
cultural context. Consider aspects such as cultural norms, traditions, and
societal expectations.

Setting Exploration: Examine the settings portrayed in the text. Discuss
how the physical and cultural environments contribute to the overall
atmosphere and tone. Pay attention to details that reflect the time period,
geographical location, and cultural backdrop.

Plot Dynamics: Investigate how cultural elements drive the plot forward.
Explore how conflicts, resolutions, and character developments are shaped
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by cultural nuances. Consider the role of cultural traditions, rituals, or
historical events in influencing the narrative.

Language and Dialogue: Analyze the language used in the text,
including dialogue. Discuss how linguistic choices reflect cultural norms
and expressions. Pay attention to any use of idioms, proverbs, or language
specific to the cultural context.

Impact on Narrative: Reflect on the overall impact of cultural elements
on the narrative. Discuss how cultural nuances contribute to the uniqueness
of the story and enhance its authenticity. Consider whether cultural context
adds layers of meaning to the text.

3. Sample Lesson Plans Integrating Multicultural Literary
Analysis

Exploring Cultural and Linguistic Perspectives in “lce Candy Man”
by Bapsi Sidhwa

Objective: Students will analyze and understand the cultural and
linguistic aspects depicted in Bapsi Sidhwa's novel “lce Candy Man”,
gaining insights into the diverse perspectives and experiences of characters
within the cultural landscape.

Materials: Copies of the novel “Ice Candy Man” by Bapsi Sidhwa.
Whiteboard and markers. Audiovisual equipment (optional for multimedia
resources).

Introduction (15 minutes): Begin with a brief discussion on the
significance of cultural and linguistic perspectives in literature. Introduce
the novel “lce Candy Man” and provide some background information on
the author, Bapsi Sidhwa. Highlight the cultural and linguistic diversity in
the context of the novel, set in pre-partition India.

Reading and Vocabulary Activity (45 minutes): Assign specific chapters
or excerpts for reading. Identify key vocabulary related to cultural and
linguistic themes present in the assigned reading. Provide students with
vocabulary cards containing these words along with their definitions. As
students read, instruct them to pay attention to the usage of these words in
the context of the novel.

Class Discussion (30 minutes): Facilitate a whole-class discussion
based on the small-group findings. Explore how the characters’ cultural
backgrounds and linguistic choices contribute to the overall narrative.
Connect the discussion to historical and social contexts, considering the
impact of partition on culture and language.
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Vocabulary Expansion Activity (30 minutes): Have students work in
pairs or small groups to create sentences using the new vocabulary in
different contexts. Encourage creativity and exploration of various sentence
structures. Groups can share their sentences with the class, promoting active
vocabulary usage.

Activity - Cultural & Linguistic Exploration (30 minutes): First divide
the class into small groups. Then assign each group a specific cultural or
linguistic aspect from the novel. Ask them to research and prepare a short
presentation on how that element influences the characters and the story.
Encourage creative presentations, such as skits, posters, or multimedia
presentations.

Reflection and Homework (15 minutes): Have students reflect on what
they've learned about cultural and linguistic perspectives in “lce Candy
Man”. Assign a reflective essay or journal entry as homework, asking
students to connect their understanding to real-world cultural and linguistic
dynamics.

Assessment: Participation in class discussions and group activities.
Quality of analysis in the reflective essay or journal entry. Creativity and
depth in group presentations.

Exploring Cultural and Linguistic Perspectives in
“The Reluctant Fundamentalist” by Mohsin Hamid

Objective: Students will analyze cultural and linguistic perspectives in
“The Reluctant Fundamentalist” by Mohsin Hamid, develop vocabulary
related to multicultural themes, and enhance English language proficiency
through discussion and written exercises.

Materials: Copies of “The Reluctant Fundamentalist” by Mohsin Hamid
(or digital access). Whiteboard and markers. Vocabulary worksheets.
Discussion questions handout. Writing materials

Lesson Plan:

Introduction (15 minutes): Begin by discussing the importance of
multicultural literature in understanding diverse perspectives and cultures.
Introduce the novel “The Reluctant Fundamentalist” by Mohsin Hamid,
providing a brief overview of the author’s background and the themes of the
book. Explain that students will explore cultural and linguistic perspectives
in the novel to deepen their understanding of multicultural themes.

Vocabulary Exercise (20 minutes): Distribute vocabulary worksheets
containing words relevant to multicultural themes and language proficiency,

2% ¢¢

such as “assimilation”, “identity”, “cultural clash”, “diaspora”, etc. Review
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the pronunciation and meaning of each word as a class, providing examples
and encouraging students to use the words in sentences. Engage students in
a vocabulary game or activity to reinforce understanding, such as a
matching exercise or word association game.

Reading and Analysis (30 minutes): Assign a portion of the novel for
students to read independently or in small groups, providing bilingual
dictionaries or glossaries if needed. Encourage students to highlight or
underline passages that reflect cultural or linguistic perspectives, discussing
their observations with their peers. Facilitate a class discussion using guided
questions:

e How do the characters’ cultural backgrounds influence their actions and
beliefs?

e What role does language play in the novel, and how does it reflect
cultural identity?

e Are there instances of cultural misunderstanding or conflict in the text?

How are they resolved or addressed?

e How can understanding cultural and linguistic perspectives enhance our
appreciation of the novel?

Group Activity: Cultural Perspective Analysis (25 minutes): Divide
students into small groups and assign each group a specific cultural
perspective represented in the novel (e.g., Pakistani, American, immigrant).
In their groups, students should analyze how characters from their assigned
cultural perspective are portrayed in the text, focusing on language use,
values, and behaviors. Each group presents their analysis to the class,
discussing key insights and examples from the novel while also practicing
English language skills.

Writing Response (20 minutes): Have students individually write a short
response reflecting on the cultural and linguistic perspectives explored in the
novel.

Prompts may include:

e How does “The Reluctant Fundamentalist” challenge stereotypes or
assumptions about different cultures?

e Discuss a moment in the novel where language barriers or cultural
differences impact the characters’ relationships or decisions.

e What can readers learn about cultural identity and belonging from the
novel?

Conclusion (10 minutes): Wrap up the lesson by inviting volunteers to
share their writing responses with the class. Summarize the key themes and
insights explored during the lesson, emphasizing the importance of
multicultural literary analysis in language learning. Encourage students to
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continue exploring multicultural literature to broaden their understanding of
different cultures and perspectives.

Assessment: Assess students’ understanding through participation in
discussions, completion of vocabulary exercises, and the quality of their
writing responses. Evaluate group presentations for depth of analysis and
integration of language skills. Provide constructive feedback to support
students’ language development and engagement with multicultural
literature.

Exploring Cultural and Linguistic Perspectives in “Burnt Shadows”
by Kamila Shamsie

Obijective: Students will explore cultural and linguistic perspectives in
“Burnt Shadows” by Kamila Shamsie, develop vocabulary related to
multicultural themes, and enhance communication skills through
discussions and activities.

Materials: Copies of “Burnt Shadows” by Kamila Shamsie (or digital
access). Whiteboard and markers. Vocabulary worksheets. Discussion
questions handout. Communication exercises handout. Writing materials.

Lesson Plan:

Introduction (15 minutes): Start the lesson by discussing the importance
of cultural and linguistic perspectives in literature and how they contribute
to our understanding of different societies and cultures. Introduce the novel
“Burnt Shadows” by Kamila Shamsie, providing a brief overview of the
author’s background and the themes of the book, including the exploration
of cultural identities, historical events, and language use. Explain that
students will explore these themes through discussions, vocabulary
exercises, and communication activities.

Vocabulary Exercise (20 minutes): Distribute vocabulary worksheets
containing words relevant to multicultural themes, historical events, and
language proficiency, such as “colonialism”, “identity”, “cultural
assimilation”, “linguistic diversity”, etc. Review the pronunciation and
meaning of each word as a class, providing examples and encouraging
students to use the words in sentences. Engage students in a vocabulary
game or activity, such as a crossword puzzle or word association game, to
reinforce understanding and retention.

Reading and Analysis (30 minutes): Assign a portion of the novel
“Burnt Shadows” for students to read independently or in small groups,
providing bilingual dictionaries or glossaries if needed. Encourage students
to highlight or underline passages that reflect cultural or linguistic
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perspectives, discussing their observations with their peers. Facilitate a class

discussion using guided questions:

e How do the characters’ cultural backgrounds influence their actions and
relationships?

e In what ways does language play a role in shaping the characters’
identities and interactions?

e How does the novel depict historical events and cultural shifts, and how
do they impact the characters’ experiences?

e What can we learn about cultural diversity and communication from the
novel?

Communication Exercises (25 minutes): Divide students into pairs or
small groups and provide them with scenarios or role-plays based on scenes
from the novel that involve cultural or linguistic misunderstandings.
Encourage students to act out the scenarios, focusing on effective
communication strategies to resolve conflicts or bridge cultural differences.
After the role-plays, facilitate a class discussion on the communication
strategies used by the characters and how they relate to real-life situations.

Writing Response (20 minutes): Have students individually write a short
reflection on a cultural or linguistic aspect of the novel that resonated with
them. Prompts may include:

e Discuss a moment in “Burnt Shadows” where language barriers or
cultural differences impact the characters’relationships or decisions.

e How does the novel portray the complexities of cultural identity and
belonging?

e Reflect on your own experiences with multiculturalism and language
diversity, drawing parallels to the themes in the novel.

Conclusion (10 minutes): Wrap up the lesson by inviting volunteers to
share their reflections with the class. Summarize the key themes and
insights explored during the lesson, emphasizing the importance of
understanding cultural and linguistic perspectives in literature and real-life
contexts. Encourage students to continue exploring multicultural literature
and practicing communication skills to foster greater understanding and
empathy.

Assessment: Assess students’ understanding through participation in
discussions, completion of vocabulary exercises, and the quality of their
writing responses. Evaluate communication exercises based on students’
ability to effectively convey ideas, negotiate cultural differences, and
engage in collaborative problem-solving. Provide constructive feedback to
support students’ language development, critical thinking skills, and cultural
awareness.
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Exploring Cultural and Linguistic Perspectives in “Things Fall Apart”
by Chinua Achebe

Obijective:

e Students will analyze the cultural perspectives presented in Chinua
Achebe’s "Things Fall Apart."

e Students will explore the impact of cultural clash and colonialism on
traditional societies.

e Students will connect the themes of the novel to real-world implications

of cultural exchange and assimilation.

Materials:

Copies of “Things Fall Apart” by Chinua Achebe.

Whiteboard and markers.

Multimedia resources for visuals and additional context.

Chart paper and markers.

Introduction (15 minutes):

e Background Knowledge Activation: Begin with a brief discussion about
the students’ knowledge of African cultures, colonialism, and the effects
of cultural contact.

e Author Background: Provide a brief overview of Chinua Achebe and
the historical context in which “Things Fall Apart” was written.

Reading and Analysis (45 minutes):

Reading Assignment: Assign a specific section of the novel for students
to read before class. Encourage them to note cultural practices, societal
structures, and character interactions.

Literary Elements Discussion: Facilitate a discussion about the literary
elements used by Achebe, focusing on language, symbolism, and
storytelling techniques.

Cultural Perspectives Chart: Create a chart on the whiteboard or using
chart paper. Ask students to contribute key cultural elements they observe in
the reading, categorizing them under headings such as traditions, gender
roles, spirituality, and social structure.

Language Exercise (20 minutes):

Vocabulary Exploration: Provide a list of key terms and phrases from
“Things Fall Apart” that are culturally significant or specific to the Igbo
society depicted in the novel. Ask students to define these terms based on
the context in which they appear in the book.

Contextual Usage: Have students choose a few terms from the list and
use them in sentences that reflect their understanding of the cultural context.
Encourage creativity and accuracy in usage.
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Discussion on Language Choices: Engage the class in a discussion
about Chinua Achebe's language choices in the novel. How does he use
language to convey cultural nuances, and what impact does this have on the
reader's understanding?

Comparative Language Analysis: Provide excerpts from the novel that
showcase both formal and informal language. Ask students to compare and
contrast the language used in different contexts, considering how it reflects
relationships, power dynamics, and cultural traditions.

Creative Writing Exercise: Assign a short creative writing exercise
where students imagine a scene from “Things Fall Apart” from the
perspective of a different character. Encourage them to emulate Achebe’s
style and incorporate culturally significant language.

Peer Review: Have students exchange their creative writing pieces and
provide feedback on how well their peers captured the cultural nuances
through language.

Integration with Main Activity: Ask students to consider how the
language choices in the novel contribute to their understanding of cultural
perspectives. How does Achebe's use of language enhance the portrayal of
traditions, values, and societal dynamics?

Assessment: Assess students based on their participation in the
vocabulary exploration, the accuracy of contextual usage, their contributions
to the discussion on language choices, and the creativity displayed in the
creative writing exercise.

Group Activity (30 minutes):

Cultural Collage Project: Divide students into small groups and assign
each group a specific cultural aspect from the novel. Provide art supplies
and have each group create a visual representation (collage) of their
assigned cultural element. Groups should explain their choices based on
textual evidence.

Class Discussion (15 minutes): Gallery Walk: Have each group present
their cultural collage to the class. After each presentation, facilitate a class
discussion on the significance of the cultural elements and how they
contribute to the overall understanding of the novel.

Reflection and Connection (15 minutes): Reflective Writing: Ask
students to write a reflection on how their understanding of the cultural
perspectives in “Things Fall Apart” has evolved. Prompt them to consider
the impact of cultural exchange and colonialism on the characters and
society.

Homework/Extended Activity: Research Assignment: Assign a research
project where students investigate the historical context of Nigeria during
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the time period depicted in the novel, exploring the effects of colonialism on
African cultures.

Assessment: Individual Reflection and Presentation: Evaluate students
based on their individual reflections, group presentations, and participation
in the class discussion.

Extension (Optional): Guest Speaker or Multimedia Presentation: If
possible, invite a guest speaker with expertise in African history, culture, or
literature, or use multimedia resources to provide additional context and
perspectives on the themes explored in “Things Fall Apart”.

Exploring Cultural and Linguistic Perspectives through Comparative
Multicultural Literary Analysis

Obijective: Students will explore cultural and linguistic perspectives by
comparing and analyzing themes in two multicultural literary works,
“Buddha of Suburbia” and “Maps for Lost Lovers”. Vocabulary activities
will enhance understanding of the texts.

Materials: Copies of “Buddha of Suburbia”’by Hanif Kureishi. Copies
of “Maps for Lost Lovers” by Nadeem Aslam. Whiteboard and markers.
Vocabulary worksheets. Projector and screen

Introduction (15 minutes): Begin with a brief discussion on the
importance of understanding diverse cultures and perspectives in literature.
Introduce the two novels, “Buddha of Suburbia” and “Maps for Lost
Lovers”, highlighting the cultural backgrounds and linguistic elements in
each.

Reading and Analysis (30 minutes): Individual Reading: Allow students
time to read selected passages from both novels independently.

Group Discussion: Form small groups and have students discuss
cultural and linguistic elements they identify in the readings.

Comparative Analysis: Guide students in comparing the themes,
characters, and cultural nuances present in both novels.

Vocabulary Activities (30 minutes):

Word Exploration: Introduce key vocabulary words from the novels that
are related to cultural and linguistic elements.

Contextual Usage: Have students create sentences using the new
vocabulary words to demonstrate understanding.

Vocabulary Games: Engage students in vocabulary games such as
crossword puzzles or word matching to reinforce the learned words.

Comparative Literary Analysis (30 minutes):
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Group Presentations: Each group presents their findings on the cultural
and linguistic elements in the novels.

Class Discussion: Facilitate a class discussion on the similarities and
differences between the two works, emphasizing the multicultural aspects.

Critical Thinking: Encourage students to think critically about how
cultural and linguistic perspectives shape the narrative and characters.

Homework Assignment (15 minutes): Assign a reflective essay where
students analyze how the cultural and linguistic perspectives presented in
“Buddha of Suburbia” and “Maps for Lost Lovers” contribute to their
understanding of multicultural literature.

Assessment: Evaluate students based on their participation in group
discussions, vocabulary activities, and the quality of their reflective essays.

Extension Activity: Invite a guest speaker or conduct a virtual discussion
with the authors, if possible, to provide additional insights into their works
and multicultural perspectives.

4. Solutions and Explanations

Interactive Classroom Activities for Language and Cultural Learning.
“Ice Candy Man” by Bapsi Sidhwa

Vocabulary Matching.

1. Baraat: (noun) A traditional Indian wedding procession, typically
involving the groom’s party traveling to the bride’s family home or
wedding venue, accompanied by music, dancing, and celebration.

2. Lungi: (noun) A traditional garment worn by men in South Asia,
consisting of a long piece of cloth wrapped around the waist and tied.

3. Sehra: (noun) A decorative headgear worn by the groom in traditional
Indian weddings, consisting of strings of flowers or beads that cover the
face.

4. Entourage: (noun) A group of people accompanying an important
person, typically a celebrity or dignitary, often including family
members, friends, or supporters.

5. Musicians: (noun) Individuals who play musical instruments or sing,
often hired to provide entertainment at events such as weddings, parties,
or festivals.

6. Tonga: (noun) A traditional horse-drawn carriage used for
transportation in South Asia, typically consisting of a wooden cart with
two large wheels.
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7.

10.

Garlands: (noun) Decorative wreaths or necklaces made from flowers,
leaves, or other materials, often exchanged as a symbol of affection or
respect in various cultural ceremonies.

Kulah: (noun) A traditional headgear or cap worn in South Asia,
typically made of cloth and often decorated with embroidery or
embellishments.

Marigolds: (noun) A type of flowering plant with bright yellow or
orange flowers, commonly used in decorations, religious ceremonies,
and cultural celebrations in South Asia.

One-rupee notes: (noun) Currency notes with a denomination of one
rupee, the basic unit of currency in India and several other South Asian
countries.

2. Connotations.

a) Baraat - Neutral d) Distraught - Negative
b) Brassy - Negative e) Frightening — Negative
c) Bristling - Neutral
Passage 2.
1. Matching.
a (Sanctum) f (Malida)
b (Froth) g (Tongs)
c (Starched) h (Frankincense)
d (Spittle) i (Inner)
e (Altar) J (Kneel)
2. Connotations.
1. b (Medical practices) 7. a (Family relationships)
2. a (Cultural offerings) 8. ¢ (Metaphorical imagery)
3. a (Exclusive sacred space) 9. a (Reverence and respect)
4. c (Culinary traditions) 10.a (Balance between
5. a (Spiritual significance) religious practice and worldly
6. b (Utilization of traditional obligations)
tools)
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Passage 3.

1. Matching.

Baisakhi —c Procession - f
Zemindar —h  Puggaree - a
Ghadka — d Churidar - e
Pakoras — | Jalebis -
Ferris-wheel — b Attendants - g

2. Cultural Connotations.

1. b (Sikh traditions) 6. b (Amusement park culture)
2. a (Religious tolerance) 7. a (Festive desserts)

3. a (Martial arts) 8. b (Physical agility)

4. a (Culinary diversity) 9. ¢ (Social bonding)

5. a (Western entertainment) 10.a (Familial responsibility)
Passage 4.

1. Vocabulary Matching.

1. d (Rioting) 6. a (Chaudhry)

2. e (Baton charges) 7. b (Mandi)

3. f(Stunt) 8. h (Peasant)

4. c (Racial) 9. i(Calmer)

5. g (Tumult) 10.j (Mullah)

. Cultural Connotations.
. b (Ethnic conflict)
. a (Communal unity)

2

1 a (Loyalty and solidarity)
2

3. a(Religious leaders)

4

5

a (Trust and integrity)

a (Peaceful coexistence)
b (Religious diversity)
0 a (Rural innocence)

. a (Market dynamics)
. a (Religious devotion)

'—‘“390.\‘.07

Passage 5.

. Vocabulary Matching.
. e (Turbans)
. d (Chaudhry)

1

1 g (Intolerable)
2

3. ¢ (Puggaree)

4

5

a (Disarmed)
h (Mutilating)
f (Shrieks)

0 b (Embedded)

. ] (Marauding)
.1 (Monsoon)

'—‘“3.00.\'.0’
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SR

. Analysis.
¢ (Concealment) 6. b (Despair)
b (Resignation) 7. a (Assistance)
b (Despair) 8. b (Desparation)
b (Chaos) 9. a(Sorrow)
c (Realism) 10.a (Connection)

“The Reluctant Fundamentalist” by Mohsin Hamid

e (Alarmed) g (Mission) b (Assistance) h (Complexions) c (Vent) i
(Bench-presses) a (Bearing) f (Upholstered) d (Intermittent) j (Substantial)

2. Analysis.

1. c. The protagonist's posture reveals his level of confidence.

2. b. To provide context for the protagonist's visit.

3. a. The narrator is genuinely helpful and hospitable.

4. a. The protagonist's search for comfort and familiarity.

5. c¢. To imply that the protagonist is overly formal or reserved.

6. a. The narrator's attempt to establish credibility with the protagonist.
7. a. To provide context for his familiarity with American culture.
8. a. The narrator's keen perception and intuition.

Passage 2.

1. Vocabulary.

1. f (Perched) 6. e (Disparity)

2. ¢ (Achievements) 7. b (Orientation)

3. d (Civilization) 8. a (Ethos)

4. h (Resentful) 9. g (Trainee)

5. i (Barbarians) 10.j (Gleaming)

2. Analysis.

1

. ¢. The narrator feels ashamed of Pakistan’s current state compared to

its past glory.
2.b. The narrator’s identification with his professional role.
3. a. The narrator’s longing for Pakistan’s ancient glory.
4. a. The narrator’s desire for familial approval and recognition.
5. b. The narrator feels a sense of belonging to the global community.
6. c. The narrator’s recognition of America’s economic power.
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7. c. The narrator prioritizes his professional identity over his national
identity.

8. ¢. The narrator sees his role at Underwood Samson as a source of
pride and purpose.

9. c. The narrator feels a sense of cultural betrayal.

10. c. The narrator’s realization of the global impact of American
civilization.

Passage 3-5.

1. Vocabulary. Matching.

1. Accreted - e. Accumulated 9. g. Emotional

2. Broach - d. Bring up 10. j. Dwelling

3. Sophisticated - c. Elegant 11. 0. Remarkably

4. Permitted - b. Allowed 12. m. Acknowledged
5. Hesitated - a. Paused 13. 1. Pleasure

6. 1. City 14. n. Fantastic

7. h. Range 15. k. Obtain

8. f. Exactly

2. Analysis.

1. b. The interviewer is trying to assess the student’s resourcefulness
and determination.

2. . The interviewer doubts the student’s ability to succeed without
financial assistance.

3. b. The student feels uncomfortable and hesitant to discuss their
financial background.

4. c. The interviewer appreciates the diversity and sophistication the
student brings.

5. a. It underscores the student’s competitive nature and determination
to succeed.

6. c. There is a suggestion that the design of urban spaces reflects social
hierarchies and historical influences.

7. b. The narrator feels a strong emotional connection to New York,
considering it akin to coming home.

8. ¢. The narrator finds similarities between Lahore and New York,
indicating a seamless transition between the two cities.

9. b. The passage suggests that the narrator’s skin color allows them to
blend in with the diverse population of New York.
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10. b. The passage indicates that the narrator’s fondness for New York
remains despite their eventual departure from the city.

11. b. There is a suggestion that Princeton played a significant role in
the narrator’s personal and academic development.

12. a. The passage hints at a sense of displacement and longing for
familiar comforts, suggesting a struggle with identity and a feeling of
alienation at Princeton.

Passage 6-7.

1. Matching.

1. e. irritated 7. k. Comfort
2. d. Malpractice 8. b. Frolicked
3. ¢. Upper class 9.1. Calm

4. a. Extremism. 10. g. Heard
5. f. clearly 11. 1. Fury

6. h. harmony 12. j. Always
2. Analysis.

1. a. The passage suggests a sense of cultural superiority and arrogance
prevalent in American attitudes towards other nations.

2. b. It indicates that the narrator chooses to respond politely, despite
feeling offended, in order to maintain a sense of decorum and avoid
escalating the conversation.

3. €. The passage highlights the struggle of maintaining a balance
between cultural identity and assimilation into a new society, as the narrator
adopts his father’s views to cope with the tension.

4. a. The passage suggests that the narrator dismisses the rumors
because he believes they only affect lower-class individuals, not someone of
his status as a Princeton graduate.

Passage 8.

1. Matching.

1. b.Modifications 6. i. Persistent

2. e. Dilapidated 7. a.Admiring

3. g.Recognizable 8. c.Naive

4. j. Enraged 9. f.Peculiar

5. d. Magnificence 10. h.Significance
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2. Analysis.

1. a. The passage suggests that the narrator initially views his house
through the lens of American standards of wealth and luxury, leading to
feelings of shame and embarrassment.

2. a. The passage suggests that the narrator's initial judgment of his
house was rooted in superficial values, whereas his later appreciation
highlights a shift towards recognizing the richness of his cultural heritage.

3. a. The passage suggests that the narrator's decision to confront their
biases and prejudices reflects a willingness to confront uncomfortable truths
and embrace cultural diversity.

Passage 9.

1. Matching.

1. e. strolled 4. d. overstatement
2. a. distressed 5. b. disturbance

3. C. private

2. Analysis.

1. a. The passage suggests that the narrator, like the janissaries, feels
torn between loyalty to their adopted country and compassion for their
homeland, highlighting the complexities of cultural and national allegiance.

2. c. The passage implies that the narrator grapples with ethical
questions surrounding their involvement in actions that may harm others for
the benefit of a larger entity, highlighting the moral complexities of modern
society.

Passage 10-11.

1. Matching.

1. d. Incomprehensible 6. k. Stern

2. b. Startlingly 7. f. Awkwardly

3. ¢. Robber 8. g. Mistrust

4. a. Stared 9. i. Accompany

5. e. Hostile 10. j. Scrutiny

2. Analysis.

1. a. He felt instantly threatened and prepared to defend himself.
2. a. Racial discrimination and xenophobia.

3. b. The inconvenience and humiliation of racial profiling.

4.a. The protagonist’s sense of isolation, alienation and loneliness
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“Maps for Lost Lovers” by Nadeem Aslam
Passage 1.

1. Vocabulary Expansion

Word Synonyms Antonyms
Dark-skinned Black, swarthy, dusky | Fair-skinned, light-
skinned, pale

Migrant Immigrant, wanderer, | Resident, native, settler
nomad

Lonely Isolated, solitary, Sociable,
desolate companionable, crowded

Tenderness Affection, compassion, | Indifference, coldness,
fondness harshness

Repatriation Return, restoration, Exile, deportation,
resettlement banishment

Attitude Perspective, viewpoint, | Apathy, indifference,
outlook disinterest

Socializing Mingling, interacting, | Isolating, secluding,
fraternizing segregating

Ban Prohibition, embargo, | Permission, allowance,
restriction approval

immigrant Migrant, newcomer, Native, citizen, resident
settler

Focus Center, focal point, Distraction, diversion,
core scattering

2. Analysis.

1. The description of the little boy reflects the theme of identity and
belonging by highlighting his mixed heritage and the challenges he faces in
navigating his identity within a society that may view him differently based
on his ethnicity.

2. The evolving attitude of white people towards dark-skinned
foreigners reveals the gradual shift from outright discrimination to more
subtle forms of prejudice, reflecting broader societal changes in perceptions
of race and ethnicity.
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3. The author uses language and imagery to vividly depict the isolation
and vulnerability of immigrant families, as well as the changing dynamics
of racial tensions within communities.

4. Historical context plays a significant role in shaping the attitudes and
behaviors described in the passage by providing insight into the social and
political climate of England during the time period, including the impact of

immigration policies and societal norms on immigrant communities.

Passage 2.

1. Vocabulary Expansion.

Word Synonyms Antonyms
Ostentatiously Showily Modestly
Passengers Commuters Pedestrians
Restless Agitated Calm
Shrubs Bushes Trees
Humiliation Disgrace Dignity
Asylum Refuge Exclusion
lllegal Unlawful Legal
Halt Stops Continues
Lashing out Reacting Controlling

2. Analysis of the Passage.

1. The bus driver’s refusal to engage with the man’s demands and
subsequent exit from the bus heightens the tension and uncertainty among
the passengers.

2. The man’s derogatory remarks towards the individual he addresses
as “Gupta” or “Abdul-Patel” illustrate the pervasive prejudice and hostility
towards immigrants and asylum seekers.

3. Chanda’s mother expresses empathy and concern for the bus driver’s
potential response to humiliation, reflecting a sense of compassion towards
others in distress.

4. The bus driver’s withdrawal from the bus and his avoidance of eye
contact with passengers suggest a possible state of distress or shame
following the confrontation.

5. The restlessness of the passengers indicates their growing discomfort
and impatience with the unfolding situation, highlighting the palpable
tension in the atmosphere.
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6. The author uses the scene to shed light on societal issues such as
racism, discrimination, and xenophobia, underscoring the challenges faced
by marginalized communities in the face of prejudice.

7. The passage emphasizes themes of empathy and compassion through
Chanda’s mother’s concern for the bus driver’s potential emotional distress
and the passengers’reaction to the unfolding situation.

8. Different passengers may perceive the situation differently based on
their own backgrounds, beliefs, and experiences, influencing their levels of
empathy, understanding, or indifference.

9. Bystanders play a crucial role in either perpetuating or challenging
instances of discrimination and mistreatment. Their intervention or lack
thereof can significantly impact the outcome of such situations.

10. Addressing and preventing similar incidents require collective
efforts, including education, awareness campaigns, advocacy for policy
changes, and fostering a culture of inclusivity and respect for diversity.

Passage 3-4.

1. Vocabulary Expansion.

Word Synonyms Antonyms
Improvements Enhancements Deteriorations
Temporary Transient Permanent
Accommodation Lodging Displacement
Irritation Annoyance Pleasure
Economized Saved Squandered
Transformation Metamorphosis Stagnation
Dumbfounded Astounded Unaffected
Loathe Abhor Adore
Accursed Cursed Blessed
Strangeness Oddity Familiarity
Recognize Identify Disregard
Punishing Penalizing Rewarding

2. Passage analysis.

1. The passages explore themes such as identity, belonging, cultural

displacement, migration, and the search for home.

2. In Passage 3, the author portrays home as a transient concept
influenced by cultural and familial ties, emphasizing the struggle to find a
sense of belonging in a foreign land.
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3. The daughter’s irritation with her surroundings highlights the tension
between cultural adaptation and preservation, reflecting generational
differences in attitudes towards assimilation.

4. The mother’s agreement to transform their home signifies her
willingness to accommodate her daughter’s desires while also grappling
with her own sense of displacement and nostalgia for Pakistan.

5. The narrator expresses intense dislike for their current country of
residence, juxtaposing it with the desire to remain close to their children.

6. Migration and cultural displacement disrupt family cohesion, leading
to a loss of familiarity and connection between parents and children.

7. Religion serves as a source of solace and explanation for the
mother’s struggles, reflecting a deeper existential crisis rooted in cultural
dislocation.

8. While both passages explore themes of identity and cultural
assimilation, Passage 3 focuses more on the challenges of adaptation,
whereas Passage 4 delves into the emotional toll of displacement and loss.

9. The author uses vivid language and poignant imagery to evoke the
characters’ internal conflicts and the complexities of their experiences as
migrants.

10.The endings of the passages leave the characters in states of
uncertainty and disillusionment, underscoring the ongoing struggle to
reconcile their cultural heritage with their present circumstances.

“Burnt Shadows” by Kamila Shamsie
Passage 1.

1. Vocabulary Expansion.

Word Definition Sentence
Hyperbole Exaggerated statements | The politician’s
or claims not meant to speech was filled with
be taken literally. hyperbole, making

grand promises that
seemed impossible to

fulfill.
Patronizing Displaying an attitude The teacher’s
of superiority, patronizing tone
condescension, or towards her students

disdain towards others. | only served to
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discourage them from
participating in class
discussions.

Conjecture A conclusion or opinion | Without any evidence
based on incomplete to support his
information or conjecture, the
guesswork. detective’s theory

about the crime fell
flat.

Preside To be in charge of a The chairman will

meeting or event,
typically by directing its
proceedings.

preside over today’s
board meeting to
ensure that all agenda
items are addressed.

Indifference

Lack of interest,
concern, or sympathy
towards something or
someone.

Despite the urgency of
the situation, he faced
it with an air of
indifference, refusing
to take any action.

2. Passage Analysis.

1. Ahmad Ali’s “Twilight in Delhi” is referenced as a book of
significance, representing Indian literature during the colonial era.
2. James initially dismisses the book as “overblown” and criticizes it as

“nonsense” when compared to English literature. He doesn’t understand
Sajjad’s admiration for it.

3. Sajjad sees “Twilight in Delhi” as a masterpiece and tries to share its
beauty with James by quoting passages from it, hoping to change James’
perception.

4. The conversation between James and Sajjad highlights their
contrasting views on literature and cultural exchange. James is dismissive of
non-English literature, while Sajjad values the beauty and significance of
Urdu literature.

5. James believes that an Englishman will never write a masterpiece in
Urdu, reflecting a colonial mindset that places English literature above all
others. This highlights cultural biases and barriers to cross-cultural
understanding.

6. Sajjad’s indifference towards the creation of Pakistan suggests a
strong attachment to his homeland of Dilli (Delhi) regardless of political
boundaries, emphasizing his sense of belonging and identity.
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7. The passage delves into themes of cultural superiority, colonial
influence on literature, and the complexities of identity and belonging in a
changing geopolitical landscape. It highlights the clash between Western

and Eastern perspectives on literature and culture.

Passages 2-3.

1. Vocabulary Expansion.

Word Definition

Sentence

Disgust A feeling of intense
dislike or revulsion.

His mother looked at
the modern artwork
with disgust, finding it
incomprehensible.

Absurd Extremely
unreasonable, illogical,
or incongruous.

The idea that cats can
fly is utterly absurd and
impossible.

Insulting Causing offense or
injury to someone’s

dignity or pride.

His rude comments
were insulting and
hurtful to her feelings.

Modernism A cultural movement
that emphasizes
innovation,
experimentation, and
the rejection of
traditional forms and
values.

The modernism
movement in literature
challenged
conventional
storytelling techniques.

Invader A person or group that
enters a country or
region by force and
occupies it.

The invaders plundered
the village and seized
control of the land

Ruins The remains of a
building, city, or other
structure that has been
destroyed or decayed
over time.

The ancient ruins of the
Mayan civilization
attract tourists from
around the world.

Picnic ground An outdoor area where
people can gather to
have a picnic or outdoor
meal.

The local park serves as
a popular picnic ground
for families during the
summer months.
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Wryness A dry, ironic, or His wryness often
sarcastic quality in masked his true
speech or expression. feelings, leaving others

uncertain of his
intentions.

Accusation A charge or claim that | The police arrested him
someone has done based on the accusation
something wrong or of theft made by his
illegal. neighbor.

2. Passage analysis.

1. The mother’s reaction to the word “modern” reflects her disdain for
concepts that she believes disconnect individuals from their cultural heritage.
It underscores the theme of cultural identity and the tension between
modernity and tradition.

2. Sajjad’s rejection of the idea reflects his deep attachment to his
homeland and his resistance to anything that threatens his sense of
belonging. It highlights his pride in his cultural identity and his
determination to maintain his connection to his roots.

3. Sajjad’s realization underscores his sense of ownership over his
country’s history and his belief that it belongs to him and his fellow Indians,
rather than to the English colonizers. It reflects his assertion of cultural
sovereignty and resistance to colonial narratives.

4. Elizabeth’s response with a smile indicates her acknowledgment of
the underlying irony in Sajjad’s comment and her willingness to engage
with him on a level of mutual understanding and respect. It demonstrates a
moment of connection and empathy between the characters despite their
differences in cultural backgrounds.

Passages 4-5.

1. Vocabulary Expansion.

Word Definition Sentence
Conqueror A person who Throughout history,
successfully overcomes | conquerors from
a place or people by various regions have
force. sought to expand their
empires through
military conquest.
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Tightening The act of becoming or | The tightening of the
making something rope around his wrists
tighter or more made it difficult for
constricted. him to escape.

Sentimental Characterized by or She kept her
showing feelings of grandmother’s old
tenderness, sadness, or | necklace for its
nostalgia. sentimental value,

despite its lack of
monetary worth.

Brittle Easily broken or The old book’s pages
shattered, fragile. had become brittle

with age, crumbling at
the slightest touch.

Cacophony A harsh, discordant The cacophony of car
mixture of sounds. horns and shouting in

the city streets made it
difficult to
concentrate.

Hubbub A loud, confused noise, | The hubbub of voices
especially caused by a | in the crowded
large group of people. marketplace made it

hard to hear oneself
think.

Fluttering Moving quickly and The butterflies
lightly in an irregular fluttered around the
motion. flowers in the garden,

adding a splash of
color to the scene.

Frantic Wildly excited or She made frantic calls
anxious, frenzied. to the airline when she

realized she had
missed her flight.

Ghazal A form of poetry with | The poet recited a

rhyming couplets and a
refrain, often dealing
with themes of love and
loss.

beautiful ghazal at the
poetry reading,
captivating the
audience with its
emotional depth.
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Muezzin A person who calls The muezzin’s call to
Muslims to prayer from | prayer echoed through
the minaret of a the city streets,
mosque. signaling the time for

evening prayers.

2. Passage Analysis.

1. Sajjad’s reaction to the news about leaving India in Passage 4
reveals his deep emotional attachment to his homeland and the devastation
he feels at the prospect of being forced to leave. It underscores his sense of
identity and belonging rooted in his cultural heritage.

2. The conversation between Sajjad and Elizabeth in Passage 4 reveals
their contrasting perspectives on cultural identity. While Sajjad emphasizes
the importance of embracing one’s heritage and roots, Elizabeth’s comment
about India and its invaders reflects a more detached and dismissive attitude
towards the complexities of cultural identity.

3. In Passage 6, the use of sensory imagery, such as the cacophony of
sounds and the fluttering of pigeons, conveys Sajjad’s emotional turmoil.
The repetition of phrases like “his frantic heartbeat” and “the fluttering of
pigeons” emphasizes the intensity of his emotions and the overwhelming
nature of his surroundings.

4. The setting in Passage 6, with its bustling city streets and diverse
array of sounds, contributes to the atmosphere of chaos and confusion. It
reflects Sajjad’s inner turmoil and sense of disorientation as he grapples
with the news of being unable to return to his homeland.

5. The themes of identity, belonging, and cultural heritage are explored
in both Passage 4 and Passage 5. In Passage 4, Sajjad’s confrontation with
the idea of leaving India highlights the complexities of cultural identity and
the impact of historical legacies. In Passage 5, Sajjad’s emotional reaction to
the news underscores the profound sense of loss and displacement
experienced by individuals caught between multiple cultural identities.

Passage 6.

1. Vocabulary Expansion.

Word Definition Sentence
Descended To come from a She is descended from
particular ancestor or a long line of
ancestry. musicians, with both
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her parents being
talented singers.

Features Distinctive attributes or | The baby had her
characteristics of a father’s features, with
person's face or body. the same deep blue

eyes and curly hair.

Dismissively In a manner that She waved her hand
indicates a lack of dismissively when her
interest or friend suggested a
consideration. different restaurant.

Refugee Camps Temporary settlements | The government
for people who have provided shelter and
been forced to leave basic amenities in
their homes due to refugee camps for
conflict or persecution. | those fleeing the war-

torn region.

Culpable Deserving blame or The company was
censure; responsible for | found culpable for the
wrongdoing. environmental damage

caused by its negligent
practices.

Partition The action or state of The partition of the
dividing or being country into two
divided into parts. separate states led to

widespread violence
and displacement.

2. Passage Analysis.

1. Sajjad’s explanation of Karachi’s history highlights the city’s
diverse origins and population, emphasizing themes of migration and
cultural exchange. By pointing out the Makranis’ African descent and
referencing the city’s role as a refuge for Afghan migrants, Sajjad
underscores Karachi’s status as a melting pot of different cultures and
peoples.

2. Sajjad’s reaction to Harry’s question about his brothers’
whereabouts reveals a complex mix of emotions, including grief, guilt, and
resignation. His cheerful demeanor while discussing his family’s tragedies
suggests a coping mechanism to mask his pain and protect himself from
further emotional distress.
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3. The passage explores the themes of belonging and displacement
through Sajjad’s narrative of loss and longing. His attachment to Delhi as
his “first love” and his reluctance to leave it voluntarily highlight the deep
sense of rootedness and belonging he feels towards his homeland. However,
the tragedies suffered by his family members, including the death of his
brother and the displacement of others, illustrate the harsh realities of forced
migration and the loss of home and identity.

4. Harry’s observation about migrants’ survival strategies reflects the
resilience and adaptability of individuals faced with challenging
circumstances. Sajjad’s ability to maintain a cheerful demeanor despite the
hardships endured by his family members suggests a capacity for emotional
resilience and a determination to persevere in the face of adversity.

5. The dialogue between Sajjad and Harry contributes to our
understanding of cultural identity and heritage by highlighting the
complexities of belonging in a multicultural society. Sajjad’s deep
emotional attachment to Delhi and his family’s experiences of displacement
underscore the importance of roots and heritage in shaping individual
identity, while Harry’s outsider perspective provides a contrast and prompts
reflection on the universal themes of loss, resilience, and belonging.

Passages 7-8.

1. Vocabulary Expansion.

Word Synonym Antonym
Recognize Acknowledge Ignore
Loss Deprivation Gain
Mired Entangled Freed
Foreigner Outsider Native
Belonging Affiliation Exclusion
Flinched Winced Stood firm

2. Passage Analysis.

1. The main theme conveyed in the passages is the exploration of
identity, belonging, and loss, particularly through the experiences of the
character Raza.

2. In the first passage, the author characterizes Raza as someone who
remains mired in loss despite his potential for forward movement inherited
from his parents.
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3. The author mentions Nagasaki and Partition to highlight pivotal
historical events that have shaped the characters’ identities and experiences.
These events serve as catalysts for introspection and personal growth.

4. In the second passage, the author presents a perspective on
belonging that challenges conventional notions of national identity. The
protagonist rejects the idea of belonging to a nation while acknowledging
the impact of societal perceptions on individuals.

5. The author uses language and imagery to depict the characters’
internal struggles and conflicting emotions. Through vivid descriptions and
subtle cues, the reader gains insight into the characters’ psyches and
motivations.

6. Cultural and national identity play significant roles in shaping the
characters’ perceptions and experiences, influencing their sense of
belonging and self-identity.

7. The author’s choice of words, such as “loss” and “foreigner”, evokes
strong emotional responses and adds depth to the narrative by highlighting
the characters’ internal conflicts and external challenges.

8. The passages contribute to the overall thematic development of the
novel by delving into complex themes of identity, belonging, and loss, while
also shedding light on the characters’ inner turmoil and external struggles.

Fostering Cultural Awaraness: Key Concepts

1. Word Association.
Here are some associations, ideas, or thoughts for each term in the
context of literature as cultural artifacts:
Literature: Written or spoken works expressing ideas, emotions, and
stories.
e Diverse genres such as fiction, poetry, drama, and non-fiction.
e A medium for storytelling and communication.
e Reflection of societal values, norms, and beliefs.
e Historical documentation of cultures and eras.
Culture: Shared beliefs, customs, arts, and social practices of a
particular group.
Shapes individuals’ worldview and influences their behavior.
Provides a context for interpreting literature.
Can be expressed and transmitted through literature.
Literature as a mirror and a lens for cultural understanding.
Artifacts: Physical objects or items with cultural or historical
significance.
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Literature as a form of cultural artifact.

May include manuscripts, books, or literary devices.

Conveys cultural values and traditions across generations.

Preserves and reflects the identity of a society.

Representation: The act of depicting or portraying something in a
particular way.

Literature as a tool for representing diverse perspectives and
experiences.

Examines how different groups are portrayed in texts.

The power of literature to shape public opinion through representation.
Can influence societal attitudes towards certain identities.

Identity: The qualities, beliefs, and characteristics that define an
individual or group.

Literature as a means of exploring and expressing personal and cultural
identity.

Representation of diverse identities in literature.

The impact of literature on shaping individual and collective identities.
Cultural identity as a recurring theme in literary works.

Influence: The capacity to shape or affect someone or something.
Literature as a powerful influencer of thought and behavior.

How cultural and societal influences manifest in literature.

The reciprocal relationship between literature and society.

Examining the ways in which literature shapes public discourse.
Society: A group of individuals living together in a community.
Literature as a reflection of societal norms, values, and conflicts.
Influence of societal structures on literary themes and narratives.
Literature’s role in critiquing or challenging societal norms.

How literature engages with social issues and impacts society.
Tradition: The transmission of customs or beliefs from generation to
generation.

Literature as a carrier of cultural traditions and heritage.

Exploration of traditional values and rituals in literary works.

The tension between tradition and innovation in literature.

The role of literature in preserving or subverting traditional narratives.
Perspective: A particular attitude or way of viewing things.

The importance of diverse perspectives in literature.

How an author’s perspective shapes the narrative.

Reader's interpretation and the influence of individual perspectives.
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e Literature as a tool for empathy and understanding different viewpoints.
Symbolism: The use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities.

e Symbolism in literature as a way to convey deeper meanings.

e Cultural symbols and their significance in literary works.

e How authors employ symbols to convey cultural or societal concepts.

e The interpretative nature of symbolism in literature.

4. Vocabulary Exercise.
A.

a. Enigmatic b. Pernicious c. Ubiquitous d. Melancholy e. Resilient
f. Aesthetic g. Conundrum h. Serendipity i. Ephemeral j. Altruistic
k. Ineffable I. Quixotic m. Sagacious n. Mellifluous o. Catharsis

a. Mysterious and puzzling

b. Harmful or destructive, often in a subtle way

c. Present, appearing, or found everywhere

d. A feeling of deep sadness or sorrow

e. Capable of withstanding difficult conditions

f. Concerned with beauty or the appreciation of beauty

g. A difficult problem or question

h. The occurrence and development of events by chance in a happy or
beneficial way

I. Lasting for a very short time

j. Showing a selfless concern for others; unselfish

k. Too great or extreme to be expressed or described in words

I. Extremely idealistic; unrealistic and impractical

m. Having or showing keen mental discernment and good judgment

n. Pleasing to the ear; smooth and sweet-sounding

0. The process of releasing, and thereby providing relief from, strong or
repressed emotions.

B. Here are examples:

a - Enigmatic: The Mona Lisa’s smile has been described as enigmatic,
leaving art enthusiasts intrigued.

b - Pernicious: Gossip can be pernicious, causing harm to reputations
and relationships.

¢ - Ubiquitous: Smartphones have become ubiquitous, being found in
the hands of people worldwide.
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d - Melancholy: The melancholy music echoed the protagonist’s
feelings of loss and nostalgia.

e - Resilient: Despite facing numerous challenges, the community
proved resilient in rebuilding after the disaster.

f - Aesthetic: The interior design of the museum reflected a modern and
minimalist aesthetic.

g - Conundrum: Solving the puzzle proved to be a conundrum that
required both logic and creativity.

h - Serendipity: Their unexpected encounter at the café was a
serendipity that changed their lives.

i - Ephemeral: The beauty of cherry blossoms is ephemeral, lasting only
a brief period each spring.

J - Altruistic: Her altruistic efforts to help the homeless demonstrated
genuine compassion.

k - Ineffable: The breathtaking sunset over the ocean left them in awe,
as its beauty seemed ineffable.

| - Quixotic: Pursuing a career as a poet in the modern business world
might be considered quixotic.

m - Sagacious: The sagacious elder offered valuable advice based on
years of wisdom.

n - Mellifluous: The singer’s mellifluous voice captivated the audience
during the concert.

0 - Catharsis: Writing in her journal provided catharsis, helping her
process and release pent-up emotions.

5. Word List Completion.

Suburbia.

Meaning and Usage: Refers to residential areas on the outskirts of a city,
typically characterized by a homogeneous and middle-class population.
Context in the Novel: The protagonist, Karim, navigates life in the
London suburbs, providing a lens to examine the clash between
traditional and suburban values.

Ambivalence.

Meaning and Usage: The state of having mixed feelings or contradictory
attitudes towards something.

Context in the Novel: Karim experiences ambivalence in his
relationships, cultural identity, and aspirations, reflecting the uncertainty
of suburban life.
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Assimilation.

e Meaning and Usage: The process of adapting and integrating into a new
culture or society.

e Context in the Novel: Characters grapple with assimilating into British
society while retaining their cultural roots, highlighting the challenges
of cultural adaptation.

Cultural Hybridity.

e Meaning and Usage: The blending and mixing of different cultural
elements to create a new, hybrid culture.

e Context in the Novel: Karim embodies cultural hybridity as he navigates
between his British and Indian identities, exemplifying the complexities
of multiculturalism.

Alienation.

e Meaning and Usage: Feeling isolated or estranged from one’s
surroundings or society.

e Context in the Novel: Characters, including Karim, experience a sense
of alienation as they grapple with their identities and struggle to find
belonging in the suburban landscape.

Bohemian.

e Meaning and Usage: Refers to unconventional, artistic, and free-spirited
lifestyles.

e Context in the Novel: The novel explores bohemian characters who
challenge societal norms, providing a contrast to the more conservative
suburban environment.

Multiculturalism:

e Meaning and Usage: The coexistence and celebration of multiple
cultural identities within a society.

e Context in the Novel: “The Buddha of Suburbia” portrays a
multicultural society, emphasizing the diversity of characters and their
interactions in the suburban setting.

Identity Crisis.

e Meaning and Usage: A period of uncertainty and confusion regarding
one’s self-identity.

e Context in the Novel: Karim undergoes an identity crisis as he grapples
with his mixed heritage, sexuality, and aspirations, reflecting the
broader theme of identity exploration.

Estrangement.

e Meaning and Usage: The state of being separated or distanced, often

emotionally, from something or someone.
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Context in the Novel: Characters experience estrangement from their
families, cultures, and surroundings, contributing to the overall theme of
disconnection.

Socioeconomic Dynamics.

Meaning and Usage: The interaction and interdependence of social and
economic factors within a society.

Context in the Novel: The novel explores the socioeconomic dynamics
of suburban life, highlighting how economic status and social
expectations influence characters’ experiences and choices.

6. Word List Compilation.

Partition.

Meaning and Usage: The division or separation of a region, usually
along political or geographical lines.

Context in the Novel: The central theme of “Ice Candy Man” revolves
around the partition of India, exploring its impact on individuals,
communities, and the nation as a whole.

Communal.

Meaning and Usage: Pertaining to a community or group with shared
characteristics or interests.

Context in the Novel: The novel delves into the communal tensions
between Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs during the partition, portraying the
religious and cultural divisions.

Identity Politics.

Meaning and Usage: Political activities or movements based on the
interests and perspectives of specific social, ethnic, or cultural groups.
Context in the Novel: “Ice Candy Man” reflects identity politics as
characters grapple with their religious and cultural identities amid the
turmoil of partition.

Bittersweet.

Meaning and Usage: Having a mixture of both positive and negative
emotions or experiences.

Context in the Novel: The characters in the novel often experience
bittersweet moments, given the simultaneous joy and pain associated
with the events of partition.

Cacophony.

Meaning and Usage: A harsh, discordant mixture of sounds.
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Context in the Novel: The partition era is characterized by cacophony as
the novel portrays the chaos, violence, and dissonance resulting from
political upheavals.

Pluralistic.

Meaning and Usage: Characterized by the coexistence of diverse ethnic,
religious, or cultural groups.

Context in the Novel: The novel depicts a pluralistic society in India
before the partition, emphasizing the richness and diversity of the
cultural tapestry.

Mosaic.

Meaning and Usage: A picture or pattern produced by arranging
together small, diverse elements.

Context in the Novel: The novel paints a mosaic of characters and
communities, reflecting the diversity of pre-partition India and the
intricate relationships between them.

Patriarchy.

Meaning and Usage: A social system where men hold primary power
and dominate roles in political, social, and economic spheres.

Context in the Novel: The novel explores the patriarchal structures
within families and communities, influencing characters’ lives and
decisions.

Hyphenated Identity.

Meaning and Usage: The concept of a dual or composite identity, often
formed by the combination of two cultural or ethnic identities.

Context in the Novel: Characters in the novel grapple with hyphenated
identities, especially as the partition forces them to confront and
negotiate their dual affiliations.

Colonial Legacy.

Meaning and Usage: The long-lasting impact of colonial rule on the
culture, politics, and society of a colonized region.

Context in the Novel: The novel explores the colonial legacy in India
and its role in shaping the socio-political landscape, contributing to the
tensions that lead to partition.

7. Comparative Analysis.

Colonialism.

Meaning and Usage: The policy or practice of acquiring and
maintaining control over other territories, often involving the
exploitation and domination of indigenous peoples.
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Context in the Novels:

“Heart of Darkness”: Conrad’s work explores the impact of European
colonialism in Africa, depicting the exploitation and brutality of the
colonizers.

“Things Fall Apart”: Achebe’s novel critiques the destructive
consequences of European colonialism on traditional Igbo society in
Nigeria.

Savagery.

Meaning and Usage: The state of being wild, uncivilized, or brutal,
often associated with primitive societies.

Context in the Novels:

“Heart of Darkness”: Conrad’s narrative suggests a Eurocentric view of
African cultures as inherently savage, reinforcing colonial prejudices.
“Things Fall Apart”: Achebe challenges the notion of African savagery,
presenting the complexity and sophistication of Igbo society disrupted
by colonial intrusion.

Imperialism.

Meaning and Usage: A policy of extending a country’s power and
influence through diplomacy or military force.

Context in the Novels:

“Heart of Darkness”: Conrad's narrative reflects the dark consequences
of European imperialism in Africa, emphasizing the exploitation and
dehumanization of the native populations.

“Things Fall Apart”: Achebe critiques British imperialism, illustrating
the disruptive impact on indigenous cultures and the ensuing clash of
values.

Civilization.

Meaning and Usage: An advanced stage of social and cultural
development marked by order, education, and government.

Context in the Novels:

“Heart of Darkness”: Conrad's narrative questions the European claim
of bringing civilization to Africa, exposing the moral decay of the
colonial enterprise.

“Things Fall Apart”: Achebe presents the complexities of Igbo
civilization disrupted by colonial intrusion, challenging the Eurocentric
notion of African inferiority.

Orientalism.

Meaning and Usage: A Western perspective that portrays Eastern
cultures as exotic, mysterious, or inferior.

Context in the Novels:
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“Heart of Darkness”: Conrad’s portrayal of Africa is influenced by
Orientalist perspectives, perpetuating stereotypes and misrepresent-
tations.

“Things Fall Apart”: Achebe confronts and challenges Orientalist
depictions, offering a nuanced and authentic portrayal of African culture.
Ambiguity.

e Meaning and Usage: The quality of being open to more than one
interpretation or having uncertain significance.

e Context in the Novels:

“Heart of Darkness”: Conrad’s narrative is marked by ambiguity,
leaving readers to interpret the darkness as a symbol of colonialism’s
moral ambiguity or human nature’s darkness.

“Things Fall Apart”: Achebe introduces ambiguity in characters’
motivations and cultural clashes, encouraging readers to question
simplistic views of the colonial encounter.

Cultural Hegemony.

e Meaning and Usage: The dominance or control of one cultural group
over others, often achieved through political or economic means.

e Context in the Novels:

“Heart of Darkness”: The European colonial powers exercise cultural
hegemony over African societies, imposing their values and norms.
“Things Fall Apart”: Achebe illustrates the resistance to cultural
hegemony as the Igbo culture faces the encroachment of European
values.

Decolonization.

e Meaning and Usage: The process of undoing or reversing the effects of
colonization, often involving the reclamation of cultural and political
autonomy.

e Context in the Novels:

“Heart of Darkness”: The novel indirectly raises questions about the
consequences and need for decolonization, as it portrays the detrimental
effects of imperialism.

“Things Fall Apart”: Achebe’s work engages with the theme of
decolonization, portraying the struggle for independence and the
aftermath of colonial rule.

Hubris.

e Meaning and Usage: Excessive pride or self-confidence, often leading
to downfall or overestimation of one’s abilities.

e Context in the Novels:
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“Heart of Darkness”: The arrogance and hubris of European colonizers
contribute to their moral degradation and the exploitation of African
societies.

“Things Fall Apart”: Achebe critiques the hubris of colonial powers,
illustrating the consequences of underestimating and dismissing
indigenous cultures.

Achebe’s Response:

e Meaning and Usage: Refers to Chinua Achebe’s literary response to the
Eurocentric and colonial perspectives found in works like “Heart of
Darkness”.

e Context in the Novels:

Achebe’s response involves challenging the Eurocentric portrayal of
Africa in “Heart of Darkness” and providing a counter-narrative that
humanizes African cultures, addresses stereotypes, and critiques the
impact of colonialism on indigenous societies.

8. Cultural Connotations in “The Bluest Eye”.

White Beauty Standards: In “The Bluest Eye”, the characters grapple
with the societal imposition of white beauty standards. The narrative delves
into how these standards impact the characters’ self-esteem and perceptions
of beauty, particularly in relation to skin color and physical features.

Internalized Racism: The novel delves into the psychological effects of
racism, showcasing how characters internalize societal prejudices. Pecola
Breedlove, the protagonist, internalizes racist beliefs and develops a desire
for blue eyes and lighter skin, highlighting the destructive impact of
internalized racism on one’s sense of self-worth.

Colorism: The book explores colorism within the African American
community, revealing how lighter skin is often associated with beauty and
privilege. The characters’ experiences reflect the pervasive nature of
colorism and its detrimental effects on individuals with darker skin tones.

Economic Struggle: “The Bluest Eye” paints a vivid picture of
economic struggles faced by African American families, particularly at the
end of the Great Depression. Poverty and financial instability add layers of
complexity to the characters’ lives, influencing their choices and
opportunities.

Marginalization: The characters in the novel experience marginalization
on multiple levels, be it due to their race, socioeconomic status, or physical
appearance. The narrative explores how these intersecting factors contribute
to their marginalized positions within society.
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Double Consciousness: The concept of double consciousness, coined by
W.E.B. Du Bois, is evident in the characters’ internal conflicts. They
navigate their identities with an awareness of how society perceives them,
leading to a constant negotiation between self-perception and societal
expectations.

Identity Formation: The novel explores how the characters, particularly
Pecola Breedlove, form their identities in a society that idolizes white
features. Pecola’s desire for blue eyes represents a yearning for acceptance
and love within a community that devalues her own characteristics.

Socioeconomic Disparities: Morrison vividly depicts the economic
struggles of African American families in the novel. These disparities affect
the characters in various ways, influencing their actions, their status within
the community, and their self-perception.

Cultural Assimilation: The book delves into the pressure the characters
face to assimilate into the dominant culture. Pecola’s obsession with having
blue eyes is a harrowing example of internalizing the beauty standards of
white American culture at the cost of her own racial and cultural identity.

Community Solidarity: While the novel portrays a community that is
often fragmented by internalized racism and classism, there are moments
where community members come together in support of each other. These
instances provide a counter-narrative to the isolation and highlight the
potential for collective healing and support.

9. Cultural Connotations in “Woman at the Edge of Time”.

Gender Roles: The novel challenges traditional gender roles by
depicting a future society where roles are not determined by gender and
where individuals are free to express their identities without societal
constraints.

Psychiatric Institutionalization: Piercy critiques the psychiatric system
through the protagonist, Connie Ramos, who is unjustly committed to a
mental institution, questioning the ethics and practices of psychiatric
treatment, especially regarding marginalized individuals.

Cultural Relativism: The contrast between Connie’s reality and the
future utopia she visits reflects cultural relativism, as the norms and values
differ significantly, and what is considered “normal” or “ethical” is shown
to be dependent on cultural context.

Matrilineal Societies: The future society in the novel features
matrilineal elements, with heritage and family structures traced through the
mother’s line, challenging patriarchal family structures.
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Feminist Utopia: Piercy presents a vision of a feminist utopia where
gender equality is the norm, and the oppressive societal structures that
perpetuate discrimination are dismantled.

Racial Injustice: The protagonist’s background and experiences
highlight racial injustices, reflecting the intersection of racism and sexism in
society and its impact on individuals.

Egalitarianism: The future society values egalitarian principles, with an
emphasis on equal rights and opportunities for all, regardless of gender, race,
or background.

Temporal Displacement: Connie’s ability to communicate with the
future and the shifting timelines serve as a narrative device to explore the
concept of temporal displacement, challenging the linear perception of time
and history.

Intersectionality: The novel acknowledges the interconnected nature of
social categorizations such as race, class, and gender, which can compound
to create overlapping systems of discrimination or disadvantage.

Ecofeminism: The harmonious relationship between humans and the
environment in the future society reflects ecofeminist ideals, suggesting a
link between the oppression of women and the exploitation of nature, and
advocating for a more sustainable and respectful way of living with the earth.

12. Vocabulary Matching.

Anti-bias: E. An active commitment to challenging prejudice and
discrimination.

Classism: H. The denial of justice and fair treatment by individuals and
institutions.

Culture: G. Concerns the heritage, character, and experience of people.
Diversity: I. Having a posture of inclusion of diverse others.

Ethnicity: D. A group of people believed to be descended from a
common ancestor.

Immigration: B. The act of coming to a new country for settlement.
Inclusive: I. Having a posture of inclusion of diverse others.

Prejudice: F. A set of negative beliefs generalized about a whole group
of people.

Tribe: D. A group of people believed to be descended from a common
ancestor.

Tradition: J. The handing down of stories, beliefs, and customs from
generation to generation.
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10.

13. Vocabulary Fill-in-the-Blanks.

Bias: An inclination or preference either for or against an individual or
group.

Culture: Culture is learned consciously and unconsciously by a group of
people.

Discrimination: The denial of justice and fair treatment by both
individuals and institutions in many arenas, including employment,
education, housing, and banking, is called discrimination.

Diversity: The population of the United States is made up of people
from diverse races, cultures, and places.

Ethnicity: Ethnicity concerns the heritage, character, and experience of
people distinguished by political and geographic boundaries.

Inclusive: Having a posture of inclusion of diverse others.

Prejudice: Prejudice is a set of negative beliefs generalized about a
whole group of people.

Refugee: Persons fleeing oppression in other countries and seeking
asylum can be granted refugee status.

Tradition: The handing down of stories, beliefs, customs, and so forth
from generation to generation is known as tradition.

Tribe: A group of persons believed to be descended from a common
ancestor and forming a closely knit community is called a tribe.

16. Matching Exercise.

Henna: Body art and dye associated with celebrations and rituals in
various cultures.

Yin and Yang: Symbol representing the balance of opposites, such as
light and dark.

Shamrock: Three-leafed clover, a symbol of Ireland and luck.
Fleur-de-lis: Lily flower symbol associated with royalty and various
cultures.

Maasai Beadwork: Traditional craft of the Maasai people in East Africa,
often used in jewelry.

Inukshuk : Stone landmark built by the Inuit people, often used for
navigation.

Om: Sacred sound and a spiritual icon in Hinduism, Buddhism, and
Jainism.

Kokopelli: Humpbacked flute player, a symbol of fertility in Native
American cultures.

Adinkra Symbols: West African symbols representing concepts or
aphorisms.
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10. Matryoshka Doll: Nested dolls, a symbol of Russian culture and
motherhood.

11. Dreamcatcher: Native American talisman to protect against bad dreams.

12. Hanbok: Traditional Korean clothing.

13. Zia Sun Symbol: Symbol on the flag of New Mexico, representing the
sun.

14. Celtic Knot:Intricate interwoven design with no beginning or end, often
seen in Celtic culture.

15. Eye of Horus: Ancient Egyptian symbol of protection and royal power.

5. Glossary of Terms

Multicultural Literature: Literary works that represent the experiences,
perspectives, and cultures of various ethnic, racial, religious, and linguistic
groups.

Cultural Diversity: The existence of a variety of cultural groups within
a society, encompassing differences in ethnicity, race, language, religion,
customs, and traditions.

Cultural Competence: The ability to effectively interact and
communicate with individuals from diverse cultural backgrounds, including
understanding and respecting their beliefs, values, and practices.

Cross-Cultural Understanding: The ability to recognize, appreciate, and
empathize with cultural differences and similarities across different cultural
groups.

Cultural Awareness: The recognition and understanding of one’s own
cultural identity as well as the awareness of other cultures, including their
customs, traditions, and values.

Literary Analysis: The examination and interpretation of literary works,
including elements such as plot, character development, setting, themes,
symbolism, and narrative techniques.

Textual Interpretation: The process of analyzing and interpreting
written texts, including identifying key themes, symbols, and literary
devices to gain deeper insights into the meaning and message of the text.

Cultural Representation: The portrayal of diverse cultural identities,
experiences, and perspectives in literature, media, and other forms of
cultural expression.

Identity Formation: The development of an individual’s sense of self,
including aspects such as cultural, ethnic, racial, gender, and national
identity.

163



Mahira Hajiyeva

Language Acquisition: The process of learning and acquiring a new
language, including listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.

Cultural Assimilation: The process by which individuals adopt the
cultural norms, values, and practices of the dominant culture, often as a
result of migration or exposure to new cultural environments.

Cultural Hybridity: The blending and integration of elements from
multiple cultural traditions, resulting in the creation of new cultural forms,
identities, and expressions.

Social Justice: The pursuit of equality, fairness, and equity in society,
including addressing issues of discrimination, marginalization, and
oppression based on race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, religion, and other
factors.

Global Citizenship: The recognition of one’s membership in a global
community and the responsibility to contribute to positive social change and
environmental sustainability on a global scale.

Inclusive Pedagogy: Teaching approaches and practices that promote
diversity, equity, and inclusion in education, including creating inclusive
learning environments and incorporating diverse perspectives and voices
into the curriculum.
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