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1920

The administrative affiliation of Zangezur became one of the
significant territorial and political issues in the South Caucasus
in the early twentieth century. The developments of the 1920
marked a particularly important stage in this process, as the
establishment of Soviet rule brought substantial changes to the
political and administrative structure of the region. However, the
change in Zangezur’s administrative affiliation cannot be
examined separately from its historical-geographical position
and the political and military developments of the preceding
decades. Therefore, an analysis of the events of 1920 requires
consideration of both the earlier administrative structure of
Zangezur Uyezd and political and legal circumstances that
shaped its subsequent status.
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In 1868, the Elisabethpol Governorate was established. Within
the governorate, Zangezur Uyezd(district), characterized by its
predominantly mountainous terrain, was administratively
divided into four mahals: Meghri, Kapan (Qapan), Zangezur
(Gorus), and Sisyan (Karakilisa). (Ohmadli, 2021, p. 4) These
administrative-territorial characteristics provide an important
historical and geographical framework for understanding the
demographic and political processes that subsequently
developed in Zangezur.

In the 1880s, Zangezur Uyezd was administratively divided into
three sections: Meghri, Zangezur, and Sisian. In terms of judicial
administration, the Uyezd was divided into justice-of-the-peace
districts: Zangezur and Meghri. Having examined the issue from
a historiographical perspective, the authors note that in 1886 the
total area of Zangezur Uyezd of the Elisabethpol Governorate
was 6, 829.7 thousand square versts. (Tarix vo miiasirlik, 2025,
pp. 49-52) Authors also argue according to the Caucasian
Calendar, “in 1890, the uyezd was divided into four police
districts. In Karakilisa, which covered an area 2,050.1km2, there
were 52 villages united into 15 rural communities; in the Digh
district, covering 2,407.46km2, there were 76 villages united
into 22 rural communities; and in Arsevanik, which covered an
area of 1,230.52km2, there were 109 villages united 19 rural
communities” (Tarix vo miiasirlik, 2025, pp. 49-52).

Following the Treaty of Turkmenchay, the settlement of
Armenians in the South Caucasus gradually led to the
displacement of Azerbaijanis from their native lands. Their
primary aim was to remove Western Azerbaijanis from the
region and bring about administrative, political, and cultural
changes. Overall, during the periods of 1905-1906 and 1918-
1920, numerous villages by Azerbaijanis were devastated (Tarix
vo miasirlik, 2025, p. 7). In the early twentieth century, more
specifically in May 1905, Armenians started to organize another
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act of provocation against the Azerbaijani population. One of the
episodes of violence associated with these events occurred in
Zangezur Uyezd (district). The incident entered the historical
record as the “Qatar Tragedy”. The designation derives from the
fact that the massacre took place in July 1906 in the village of
Qatar, located in Zangezur Uyezd (Gapan district). Residents of
several nearby villages, “including Khalaj, Saldashi, Injavar, and
Dashnov, had sought refuge in this village” (Bayramov, 2012,
pp. 167). For nearly two weeks, Armenian forces, with the
support of Russian Cossacks, subjected the village of Qatar to
extensive destruction (Bayramov, 2012, p. 167).

The White Movement remained one of the major threats in the
Caucasus region throughout the Civil War following the
establishment of the ADR. A proponent of the idea of the united
and invisible Russia and Commander- in -Chief of the Armed
Forces of South Russia, Lieutenant General Denikin strongly
opposed the independence of the former imperial borderlands.
(Abdullayev..., 2018, p. 82). The events of 1905-1906
constituted an important stage in the escalation of interethnic
tensions in Zangezur. A new and more intensive phase of
political and military confrontation emerged after the collapse of
the Russian Empire and establishment of independent republics
in the South Caucasus in 1918.

Bayramov emphasizes, “in the report No 3.dated 12 September
1918, the head of Zangezur Uyezd indicated that, under
Andranik’s command, the villages of Rut or Urud, Darabash,
Aghudi, and Vaghudi had been looted, while Erikli,Shukar,
Melikli, Pulkend, Shaki,Gyzyljig, Karakilsa, Ilrik,Pahlili,
Darabas, Kurdlar, Sisian, and Zabazadur had been burned
(Bayramov, 2012, p. 169).

During the First War, “Britain regarded Russia as an allied power
and entered Azerbaijan on the basis of recognizing the region as
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part of the Russian Empire. Thus, in 1918, troops under the
command of General W.Thomson and L.F.Bicherakov entered
Azerbaijan. However, A.l.Denikin failed to establish relations
with them. Notably, a few months later, W.Thomson prohibited
the formation of Russian volunteer units within the British
occupation zone. (Abdullayev..., 2018, p. 82)

Against this broader geopolitical background, Zangezur became
one of the principal areas in which territorial claims, and military
operations intersected. In December 1918, ‘“Armenian
detachments burned the villages of Aldara, Marzagat, Tughut in
the Meghri region. In January 1919, twenty-one Azerbaijani
villages in the Kapan (Gaphan) region were plundered,
including Gushchulu, Ajili, Argez, Afsarli, Shaharchalan,
Achaghuz, Okhchu, Giratagh, Bashbaki, Garabaghi, Mahmudlu,
Keyddashik, Kaghachatu (Hajati), Kurut, Kachyap, Kire (Kirs),
and Ajibaj. (Bayramov, 2012, p. 169)

Thus, the struggle for Azerbaijan’s territorial integrity developed
into an armed conflict in only one direction-in Karabakh,
Zangezur, and Nakhchivan (Abdullayev, 2018, p. 84). The
continuation of armed confrontation and growing importance of
Zangezur for Azerbaijan’s territorial integrity led the ADR
government to undertake military measures aimed at
strengthening its position in the region.

In the autumn of 1919, a 3500 strong Zangezur detachment was
formed under command of Major General A.A.Shikhlinski,
Deputy Minister of War of the ADR. During the active military
operations that began on 5 November 1919, villages such as
Khaznavur, and Bayandur became areas of intense fighting.
Ultimately, both sides returned to the previous status quo.
(Abdullayev..., 2018, p. 84)

According to the Caucasian report, Zangezur Uyezd, which
covered an area of 7,827.38km?2, also contained six obas that did
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not belong to any of its 75 rural communities, comprising 326
villages. After the administration of the Elisapethpol
Governorate completed the new grouping of villages between
1909 and 1920, Zangezur Uyezd had area of 6, 742.92 square
versts (AXC,2014, p.46), second only to Elisabethpol Uyezd
(8,624 square versts) in terms of territorial extent within the
governorate, and was divided into six police districts. (Tarix vo
Miiasirlik, 2025, p. 52)

Following the collapse of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic,
Armenian efforts to separate Zangezur Uyezd from Azerbaijan
intensified. (AXC, 2014, p. 462). The political situation changed
fundamentally in 1920 with the collapse of the ADR and the
establishment of Soviet rule in Azerbaijan. Haji Narimonoglu
notes: “On 19 January 1920, Armenian regular forces, using
artillery and heavy weapons, razed another 15 villages in
Zangezur to the ground”. (Norimanoglu, 2018, p. 181)

Thus, in the 1920s, Zangezur, where Azerbaijanis constituted
more than 70 percent of the population, was Armenianized,
divided into two parts, and annexed to Armenia. As a result,
Azerbaijan’s territorial connection with Nakhchivan was
severed. (Azizova..., 2024, p. 24)

An analysis of the sources indicates that the political and
military developments in Zangezur in the early twentieth century
had a profound impact on the region’s socio-economic life,
resulting in the destruction of settlements and the displacement
of the population. Soviet- era sources particularly emphasize
Zangezur’s economic ties with Azerbaijan, especially its labor
and economic relations with Baku. The sources also highlight
the economic links between Zangezur and the lowland areas, as
well as the important role of the pasture (yaylag) system in the
economic life of the local population. Following the
establishment of Soviet rule in 1920, the return of the refugees,
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the resolution of land issues, and establishment of a new
administrative and political system in the region emerged as key
priorities. Taken together, these demonstrate that Zangezur
during this period was not merely an arena of military and
political confrontation, but also an important region undergoing
complex social, economic, and administrative transformations.
(Dokumenti i materiali, 1989, pp. 35-43)

Solmaz Maharramova takes note, “in 1920, Soviet Azerbaijan
issued an ultimatum to Armenia, declaring Karabakh and
Zangezur integral parts of Armenian forces from these
territories. Failure to comply would be regarded as grounds for
war. (Maharramova, 2025, p. 64) The contrast between Soviet
Azerbaijan’s earlier position on Zangezur and the decisions
adopted toward the end of 1920 is particularly significant for
understanding the transformation of the region’s political status.

The Protocol of the Joint Meeting of the Political Bureau and the
Organizational Bureau of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Azerbaijan (Bolsheviks), held on 30
November 1920, provides important evidence regarding the
political status of Zangezur at the end of 1920. The protocol
stated that there were no borders between Soviet Azerbaijan and
Soviet Armenia and, at the same time, included a separate
provision stipulating that Zangezur would pass to Armenia. The
same decision also provided for granting the mountainous part
of Karabakh the right to self- determination and establishing a
military and economic alliance between the two Soviet
republics. (Dokumenti i materiali, 1989, p. 44)

The analysis demonstrates that the change in Zangezur’s
administrative affiliation in 1920 developed within a complex
historical context shaped by administrative, socio-economic,
demographic, and  military-political ~ processes.  The
establishment of Soviet rule marked a turning point: while
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Azerbaijan initially declared Karabakh and Zangezur integral
parts of Azerbaijan, the protocol of 30 November 1920
contained a provision stating that Zangezur would pass to
Armenia. This shift reflects the rapidly changing political
environment created by the Sovietization of the South Caucasus.
Thus, the study examines the transformation of Zangezur’s
status not as an isolated decision, but within the broader
historical-geographical and political context of the period.

References

Ohmadli, N. (2021). Zongozur qozasmin kameral tosviri. 1874-
cliil. Elm va tohsil.

Abdullaev, Y. S., Lobanov, V. B., & Mikhailov, V. V. (2018).
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic in the fight for the
preservation of territorial integrity in 1918—1920. Modern
Scientific Thought, (6), 81-88.
https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/azerbaydzhanskaya-
demokraticheskaya-respublika-v-borbe-za-sohranenie-
territorialnoy-tselostnosti-v-1918-1920-gg/viewer

Bayramov, 1. (2012). Qorbi Azorbaycan: Tarixi hoqgigotlor vo ya
Ermonistanin etnik tomizloma siyasati.

Zongozur: Tarix vo miasirlik:  Elmi-praktik konfransin
materiallart. (2025). Zordabi Nosr MMC.

Mahmudov, Y. (Red.). (2014). Azarbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyati
ensiklopediyas1 (Tokmillosdirilmis 2-ci nosr, Cild 2).
Sorq-Qorb.

Norimanoglu, H. (2018). Zongazur: Kog, deportasiya, soyqirimi,
isgal tarixi. QHT nosriyyati.

Azizova, G., & Yiice, M. (2024). Tiirk dovlatlori agisindan
Zongazur koridorunun 6nomi. Tiirk Diinyast Akademik
Baxis, 4(7), 17-37.
https://dergiler.akademikyorum.com/Makaleler/17776708
48 2.%20Y%c3%9cCE _17-%2037.pdf

11


https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/azerbaydzhanskaya-demokraticheskaya-respublika-v-borbe-za-sohranenie-territorialnoy-tselostnosti-v-1918-1920-gg/viewer
https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/azerbaydzhanskaya-demokraticheskaya-respublika-v-borbe-za-sohranenie-territorialnoy-tselostnosti-v-1918-1920-gg/viewer
https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/azerbaydzhanskaya-demokraticheskaya-respublika-v-borbe-za-sohranenie-territorialnoy-tselostnosti-v-1918-1920-gg/viewer
https://dergiler.akademikyorum.com/Makaleler/1777670848_2.%20Y%c3%9cCE_17-%2037.pdf
https://dergiler.akademikyorum.com/Makaleler/1777670848_2.%20Y%c3%9cCE_17-%2037.pdf

Birja Bayramova

Mbohorromova, S. (2025). Qarabag vo  Zongozurda
etnodemogqrafik voziyyot (XIX—XX osrin ovvallori).
Nosriyyat sobaosi.

K istorii obrazovaniya Nagorno-Karabakhskoy avtonomnoy
oblasti Azerbaydzhanskoy SSR: 1918—1925. Dokumenty i
materialy. (1989).

12



Tarix elmlorindo miiasir taloblar v todgiqatlar 1T Beynalxalq Elmi Konfrans / 15 oktyabr 2026 / 13-17
Modern Requirements and Research in Historical Sciences II International Scientific Conference / 15 october 2026 / 13-17 @
https://doi.org/10.36719/2706-6185/I/TEMTT/BK/QD/2026

Nizami va antik dovr Azarbaycan tarixinin
bazi masalaloring tanqidi baxis
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Nizami yaradiciligi, boyiik sairin zongin badii irsi uzun illordon
bori tadqiq olunmasina baxmayaraq bu giin do 6z aktualligini
itirmomisdir. Nozoro almaq lazimdir ki, tarixi gergokliyo
miiraciat, tarixi hadisolordon va personajlardan istifads olunmast
bir ¢ox klassiklarlo miiqayisade Nizami Goncavi yaradigiliginda
daha zongindir. Bu moenada Nizami Goncavinin “Xomsa”’sino
daxil olan “Iskandornama” poemas1 miistasna shomiyyat kosb
edir. Siibhosiz, Nizami Goncovi bu poemani yazarkon 6z dovrii
lclin Sorq alomine molum olan tarixi monbolori diqgotlo
aragdirmis, Makedoniyali Iskondarin tarixini oks etdiron osarlora
miiraciot etmis, eyni zamanda bdyiik fateh hagqinda Sorqde
dolasan rovayatlari, nagillari - bir s6zlo, sifahi xalq yaradiciligim
da gozdon kecirmisdir. Dahi miitofokkirin “Iskondornamo”
poemasinda vatonimizin antik dovrii ilo baghh maraq doguran
moqamlar sirasma “Makedoniyali Iskendorin Azorbaycana
golisi”, “Bordo hokmdar1 Niisabo ilo goriismosi”, “Dorbond
sohorinin  alo  kecirilmosi” vo  “Dorbond  soddinin
mohkomlondirilmasi” ilo bagli mogamlart aid etmok olar
(Goncovi, 2011, s. 197-215, 224-231).

Mingagevir Dovlat Universiteti, tarix iizro falsafs doktoru, Baki, Azarbaycan
E-pogt: nizami.zeynalov@mdu.edu.az
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Olbotto, “Iskondornamo” poemasmda qeyd olunan bu
mogamlarin heg biri ciddi monbasiinasliq bazasina oasaslanmir vo
birmonali olaraq sairin yaradici toxoyyiillinlin noticosi kimi
gobul edilmalidir.

Lakin toassiiflo geyd edilmoalidir ki, son dovrlordo vaton
tarixsiinashginda  Nizami ~ Goncovinin  “Iskondernams”
poemasinin motivlorino istinad edon vo tarixi realligi oldugu
kimi oks etdirmayan, Azarbaycanin antik tarixi ilo baglt bir ¢ox
moqamlar: tohrif edon osaorlor meydana ¢ixmaqdadir. Bir ¢ox
voton tadgiqatcilart mohz “Iskendornamo” poemasina istinad
edorok Makedoniyali Iskondorin “Azorbaycana galisini” onun
“Alban-Arrana” vo “Sirvana golisi” kimi, “Bordo hdékmdari
Niisabo ilo goriisii”’nu amazonlarla goriisii kimi tofsir etmiglor
(Atosi, 2011; Osadov, 2011; Xalisboayli, 1991; Qabissanli, 2013;
Gasanov, 2017).

Makedoniyali Iskondorin “Azorbaycana golisi” mosalosine
toxunarkon qeyd etmok lazimdir ki, bu, he¢ bir ciddi monba ilo
tosdiq olunmur. Birmonali sokilds geyd etmok istordik ki, boyiik
fatehin ayag1 nainki Azorbaycanin simalina, bazi tadqiqat¢ilarin
geyd etdiyi kimi “Albaniya-Arran” orazilorino, heg
Azorbaycanin conubuna — Atropatenaya da doymomisdir.
Azorbaycanin antik dovr hoékmdarlarimin  “Makedoniyali
Iskondorlo goriisii” mosalesine golinca iso qeyd etmok lazimdir
ki, biliklorimizin hazirki  soviyyesinde homin dovrde
Azorbaycanin simalinda — Albaniyada hanst hdokmdarin
hakimiyyatdo olmasi, onun bdyiik fatehls hansi miinasibatlordo
olmasi haqqinda olimizdo he¢ bir monbo molumati yoxdur.
Atropatin Iskondorlo gériisorok ona “100 amazmn qadini
bagislamas1” haqqinda molumat iso, ehtimal ki, ofsanovi
molumatlarin  tosiri  altinda meydana golmisdir. Ciinki
Makedoniyali Iskondarin real tarixini yazan Flavi Arrian 6zii do
bu molumata siibho ilo yanasir vo bunun Laq oglu Ptolemey vo
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Aristobul torafindon tosdiq edilmadiyini yazir (Arr., Anab., VII,
13,2-3).

Bozi toqdigatcilar Nizami Goncovinin “Iskondornamo”sindo
“Bordo hokmdar1 Niisabonin Iskendorlo gériisii”nii  bdyiik
fatehin amazonlarla goriisii, daha doqiq desok amazon qadin
hokmdar1 Falestris/Talestrislo goriisii kimi irali siiriirlor (Atosi,
2011, s. 40-41; Qasanov, 2017, s. 166-167). Mohz bu hadisonin
motivlori osasinda Makedoniyali Iskondor “Azorbaycana
gotirilir”. Lakin hesab edirik ki, bu hadiso do hec bir ciddi
monbasilinasliq molumatina asaslanmir. Halo antik miislliflors
molum idi ki, “boyiik fatehin amazonlarla goriisii” Onesikritin
sigirdilmis molumatia osaslanir (Plut., Alex., XLVI,1). Bu
molumata tonqidi yanasmadan antik miislliflordon Siciliyali
Diodor vo Kursi Ruf onu 6z osarlorinds oldugu kimi vermislor
(Diod., XVII, 77, 1-3; Curt., VI, 5, 24). Flavi Arrian vo onun
monbolori iso “boyiik fatehin amazonlarla goriisii’nii tosdiq
etmir.

Nizami Goncovinin  “Iskondornama” poemas: osasinda
Makedoniyali Iskondorin “Dorbondo torof horokat etmosi”,
“Darbond kecidinds sodd ¢okdirmasi”, “Darband qapilarmi
mohkomlondirmasi”, bir sozlo bdylik fatehin Qafqazda olmasi
haqqindaki molumatlar da, albatts ki, real tarixi onono ilo bagh
deyil. Mosalo burasmdadir ki, Makedoniyali Iskonderin real
tarixini yazan Flavi Arrian antik cografiyada Parapamis daglari
adlandirilan, oslinds iso miiasir cografi anlamda Hindiqus dag
silsilosi ilo eynilosdirilon daglar1 nozordo tutmus, Iskendarin
Baktriyada mohz bu daglardan ke¢mosi barodo molumat
vermisdir. Makedoniyali Iskondorin yiiriislorini antik gaynagqlar
osasinda ciddi sokildo arasdiran oksor todqiqatcilar da bu
gonaotdodirlor (Rtveladze, 2019, s. 21-22; For, 2011, s. 75;
Saxrmayr, 1997, s. 286; Sifman, 1988, s. 125; Bosworth, 1996,
s. 118; Tarn, 1948, s. 66).
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Beloliklo, Nizami Goncoavinin “Iskandernama” poemasinin bozi
motivlorinin arasdirilmas1 gostorir ki, dahi miitofokkir 6z
dovriinadok movcud olan bir sira gaynaqlardan, sifahi xalq
yaradiciligindan, tarixi rovayot vo ofsanalordon istifade edorok
boyiikk bir s6z xozinosi yaratmigdir. Sair bu sonot osorini
yaratmaq {i¢lin qarsisina qoydugu mogsodlora nail olmusdur.
Lakin boyiikk miitofokkirin bu osorino istinad etmoklo tosvir
edilon dovriin tarixi realliqlarini tonqidi miinasibat baslomodan
gobul etmok, albatto ki, yolverilmozdir. Bu monada Nizami
Goncovi yaradiciliginin tarixi motivlerindon boahrolonarkan,
sairin asorlorindoki tarixi hadiso vo proseslori sorh edorkon,
onlara tonqidi yanasmaq, dovriin tarixi moxazlori ilo miiqayisali
sokildo tutusdurmaq vo obyektiv tarixi noqteyi-nozordon
qiymatlondirmok lazimdir.
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As is well known, Azerbaijan and Iran have shared centuries of
common historical, political, economic, and cultural relations.
Historically, the territory known as Iran was incorporated into
states established and governed by various Turkic dynasties.
Until the early twentieth century, Iran was not modern nation-
state as it is constituted and understood today; rather, the
territories historically associated with Iran constituted a
historical-geographical and cultural-political space that at
different periods, formed part of states established and ruled by
Turkic dynasties. It was only after the Pahlavi dynasty came to
power (1925-1979), particularly from the 1930s, the concept of
“Iran” became increasingly associated with a state-sponsored
conception of national identity centered on Persian historical and
cultural heritage; in 1935, the country officially adopted “Iran”
as its name in international usage.
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In Azerbaijan, the history of Iran from the nineteenth century
through the early twentieth century was largely studied within
the framework of research devoted to the history of Azerbaijan
during the same period, and there were publicated numerous
monographs, dissertations, articles on various aspects of Iran’s
history. Accordingly, in Azerbaijan, the history of Iran from the
nineteenth century through the early twentieth century was
largely studied within the framework of research devoted to the
history of Azerbaijan during the same period, and there were
publicated numerous monographs, dissertations, articles on
various aspects of Iran’s history.

As is well known, Iran was under the rule of the Qajar dynasty
throughout the nineteenth century (1796—1925). Marked by
significant political, socio-economic, and administrative
transformations, this period constitutes an important stage in the
history of Iran. In Azerbaijani historiography, the Qajar era has
been the most extensively researched period of Iranian history,
with studies that primarily focused on Iran’s political history and
foreign policy, the Russo-Iranian Wars, the Qajar system of
governance, prominent statesmen and political figures, socio-
economic relations, modernization reforms, various social and
political movements, and issues relating to South Azerbaijan.
Chronologically, scholarship on these subjects may be divided
into three categories: 1. Early scholarly works produced by
Azerbaijani scholars and intellectuals during the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries, together with articles and other
writings on Iran published in the periodical press; 2. Systematic
research works produced during the Soviet period; 3. Scholarly
works published during the period of independence.

The formation of academic research on Iranian history within
Azerbaijani historical scholarship can be traced back to the early
nineteenth century and is tied to Abbasgulu Aga Bakikhanoff
(1794-1847), a founding figure of Azerbaijani historiography.
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The scholarly study of both Azerbaijani history and, in parallel,
Iranian history began with A.Bakikhanoff’s “Gulistani-Iram”,
which provided the first historical narrative spanning from old
times to the signing of the Treaty of Gulistan in 1813.

Written in Persian on the basis of Arabic and Persian sources, as
well as the works of ancient Greco-Roman authors, “Gulistani-
Iram” consists of a preface and five chapters. The first three
chapters deal with the history of the Shirvanshah state, Dagestan,
and events that took place in Shirvan. Chapter IV covers the
period from the establishment of the Safavid state to the end of
the reign of Nader Shah Afshar; and Chapter V examines events
from Nader Shah’s death to the signing of the Treaty of Gulistan
in 1813. It should be noted that some of the information provided
by A.Bakikhan off is not based on historically evidence and
carry a legendary character.

Another one of the early 19™-century research works was the
study entitled "Bab and the Babis: Religious and Political
Upheavals in Iran in 1848—1852" by Mirza Kazem-Beg (1802—
1870), an enlightener-democrat and Orientalist scholar known
as the “father of Russian Oriental studies”. His work devoted to
the Babi movement that took place in Iran in 1848—1852, and
was a popular uprising directed against feudalism, the arbitrary
rule of the higher clergy, and the growing political and economic
intervention of foreign powers. This work 1is the first
historiographical study of the Babi movement in Azerbaijani
historical science, and Mirza Kazem-Beg may be regarded as the
movement’s first historiographer. It analyzes the nature and
socio-philosophical dimensions of the Babi movement, its
causes, progression, and key figures, also examines Islamic
ideology, its historical emergence and spread, and various sects
and schools of Islam.

20



Farah Karimova

In addition, various aspects of different periods of Iranian
history, including the history of nineteenth-century Iran, were
examined in "Letters of Kamal ud-Dowleh" by Mirza Fatali
Akhundoff (1812-1878), a prominent nineteenth-century
Azerbaijani public enlightener, philosopher, and playwright, as
well as in the Sayehatnameh (Travelogues) of Haji Zeynalabdin
Shirvani (1779-1837), a geographer, traveler, historian, and
ethnographer of 19" century.

As i1s well known, the publication of the newspaper “Akinchi” in
1875 marked the founding of Azerbaijan's national press.
Subsequently, in newspapers and periodicals such as “Akinchi”
(1875-1877), “Ziya”, “Keshkul” (1883-1891), and “Kaspi”
(1881-1919), began to periodically publish articles on different
themes concerning Iran by various authors. Following the
Russian Revolution of 1905, the further development of the
Azerbaijani press and the emergence of new newspapers and
journals such as “Hayat”, “Irshad”, “Fuyuzat”, “Molla
Nasraddin”, “Taraqqi”, and “Achiq Soz”, the Iranian theme
began to receive extensive coverage in the press, and as a result,
there were published numerous materials concerning Iran’s
socio-political condition at that period.

The beginning of the twentieth century may be regarded as an
important stage in the development of Iranian historiography in
Azerbaijan. Following the declaration of Azerbaijani
independence and the establishment of the Azerbaijan
Democratic Republic in 1918, issues relating to Iran began to be
approached within the framework of state policy. From the
beginning of the twentieth century, there were conducted
foundational scientific investigations into various aspects of
Iranian history by prominent figures such as Mammed Amin
Rasulzade, Ahmad bey Aghaoghlu, and Mohammad Agha
Shahtakhtinski, and the findings and results of these
investigations were disseminated primarily through the pages of
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newspapers and periodicals. Notably, M.A.Rasulzade published
"Turks of Iran" in 1912, a collection of articles previously
published in the Istanbul-based journals “Turk yurdu” and
“Sebil-ur-reshad”. This work examined socio-political processes
in Iran from antiquity to the early twentieth century, the
condition of Turkic communities in Iran, the role of Iranian
Turks in the country's socio-political life, and the threats of
assimilation they faced. Must be noted that shortly before this
period, M.A .Rasulzadeh had lived in Tehran from 1909 to 1911,
where he served as editor-in-chief of the newspaper “Iran-e
Now” in Persian language, and closely involved in Iran’s socio-
political life. Overall, during this period, Azerbaijani
intellectuals not only wrote on Iranian affairs, but also in many
cases actively participated in the socio-political processes.

In subsequent years, Ahmad Bey Aghaoghlu’s works, such as
"Iran Between 1500 and 1900" (published in 1934), also
released under the title "Iran and Its Revolution" (published in
1941) played a significant role in the study of 19th-century
Iranian history. Covering the history of Iran from the Safavid
period to the Constitutional Revolution (1905-1911),
A.Aghaoghlu examines periods of rule of Turkic dynasties such
as the Safavids, Afshars, and Qajars, and the socio-political
processes of those periods, also analyzes Safavid religious
policy, Anglo-Russian rivalry for dominance in Iran,
concessions granted to foreign capital by Qajar monarchs across
various sectors, the political and economic conditions of Iran
during the reigns of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar (1848—1896) and
Mozaffar al-Din Shah Qajar (1896—1907).

The systematic study of Iranian history and the production of
academic research in Azerbaijan are closely associated with
Soviet Azerbaijani historiography. Despite the political and
ideological constraints imposed on scholarly research during
this period, such as Marxist-Leninist ideology and the principle
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of class struggle defined by the Soviet regime, Azerbaijani
Iranian studies developed rapidly. It was during this period that
Iranian studies school took shape, and a number of prominent
Iranianist scholars emerged, including Shahin Ibrahimoff,
Shovkat Tagiyeva, Ogtay Melikoff, Abudlhuseyn Agahi,
Hidayat Hatami, Zaker Abdullayev, Ahmad Aminzadeh, Rauf-
beg Seyidoff, Mashallah Rabizadeh, Ali Shamida, and others,
who made significant contributions to the development of
Iranian studies.

One of the principal directions in the study of 19th-century
Iranian history was the examination of Iran's socio-economic
relations, particularly centered on South Azerbaijan. In this
field, the prominent Iranian studies scholars - Sh.Taghiyeva,
through such monographs as "An Outline of the History of South
Azerbaijan (1828—-1917)" (co-authored with Z.Abdullayev and
Sh.Ibrahimoff), "Forms of Land Ownership and Land-Use
Regulations in Iran in the Late 19th and Early 20th Centuries,"
and "The Condition of Iranian Peasants in the Late 19th and
Early 20th Centuries", as well as R.Seyidoff in his work "The
Iranian Bourgeoisie in the Late 19th and Early 20th Centuries",
extensively analyzed agrarian relations in Iran, forms of land
ownership, taxes and obligations, the economic policies of the
Qajar government, peasant-feodal relations and the condition of
the peasantry, the development of crafts and trade, and the
formation of the Iranian bourgeoisie.

Other subjects in Soviet historiography in the study of
nineteenth-century Iranian history were the history of Iran’s
social and political thought, its foreign policy, and relations with
European powers. In this field, there were published scholarly
works including A.Agahi’s "From the History of Social and
Political Thought in Iran (Second Half of the 17th Century —
First Quarter of the 19th Century)", Sh.Ibrahimoff’s "The
Formation and Activity of Political Societies and Organizations
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in Iran (1858-1906)", Rovshan Aslanoff’s "Iranian-Turkish
Relations in the 1820s—1860s," and Nikolai Tikhonoff’s "Ten
Years of Effective Cooperation: On Soviet-Iranian Relations"

After Azerbaijan gained state independence in 1991, a new stage
began in the study of national history, as well as the history of
Iran. This period yielded new conceptual approaches to
historical subjects, there was conducted more objective research
free from ideological constraints. New studies were produced on
such topics as Qajar rule and its place and role in Iranian history,
the domestic and foreign policies of the Qajar government,
Iran’s modernization, as well as the Russo-Iranian wars and the
South Azerbaijan question.

Notable monographs were produced in this context, such as
Tahire Salmanipur’s “Iran under Qajar Rule”,; Afshan
Shafieva’s “Seyyed Hasan Taqizadeh and the Modernization of
Iran”’; Ramin Mahammadli’s “Diplomatic Relations between
Qajar Iran and the Russian Empire in the Early Nineteenth
Century (Based on Persian-Language Sources)”; Habib
Shirazer’s “The Russo-Iranian Wars during the Qajar Period
(Based on Persian-Language Sources)”; and Karim
Shukuroft’s “Turkmenchay—1828: A Historical Chronicle” and
others. In addition, a number of studies including Gismat
Davudoft’s “Iran—Russia Relations in the First Three Decades
of the Nineteenth Century in Iranian Historiography”; Nushabe
Babayeva’s “From the History of Socio-Political Thought in
South Azerbaijan (Last Quarter of the Nineteenth Century —
Early Twentieth Century)”; and “An Outline History of South
Azerbaijan (1828—1917)” (co-authored by Samed Scheherazade
and Akram Bije), and others devoted specifically to the
historiography of the Russo-Iranian wars and socio-political
developments.
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Furthermore, Vidadi Mustafayev, one of modern Azerbaijan’s
leading scholars of Iranian Studies, has conducted extensive
research on various aspects of Iran’s 19th-20th centuries history,
and its contemporary history, as well as on the study of Southern
Azerbaijan and the national consciousness of Southern
Azerbaijanis. In this field he publicated numerous works such
as “Certain Aspects of the Concept of Nation in Iranian Social
Thought (Late 19th and the First Half of the 20th Century)”;
“The Iranian (Azerbaijani) Army in the 19th Century”; “The
Participation of Azerbaijanis in Iran’s Administrative System in
the Second Half of the 19th and Early 20th Centuries”, “The
Qajars and The Azerbaijanis”, “The Role of Southern
Azerbaijanis in Iran’s Modernization in the 19th and Early 20th
Centuries”, and etc.

Thus, the study of 19th-century Iranian history in Azerbaijan
dates back to the 19th century, when the country was still part of
the Russian Empire, and has continued over a long historical
period. During the Soviet period, an Iranian studies school was
established in Azerbaijan, and despite the limitations and
shortcomings of Soviet-era scholarship, it provided an important
foundation for further studies in Azerbaijani Iranian studies after
the country gained independence.
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The issue of origin and migration has always been one of the
most debated issues in the study of Sumerians and Turks. The
origins of the Sumerians and the manner of their emergence in
the region hold significant importance for anyone researching
the history of ancient Mesopotamia. This thesis examines this
issue within the context of early Turkic migrations, with
attention to historical and geographical parallels. Migrations
give rise to new social relations and new cultural developments
among different societies. Therefore, examining the question of
Sumerians’ origins within the context of migration and
historical-geography offers greater insight into these phenomena.
Perhaps after reading this study, you will not be able to find a
complete answer to your question, but you will think about the
issue from a different perspective. This study does not propose
a direct ethnic and linguistic identity between the Sumerians
and the early Turks, but is based on a comparative and historical
geographical approach, focusing on parallels in the processes of
cultural formation.
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It examines substrate populations, language contact theories,
and migration as a means of cultural diffusion. This thesis
claims that both Sumerian civilization and early Turkic culture
emerged through mutual contact with pre-existing cultural
environments.

Mehmet Mandaloglu noted in his research that a large portion of
the migrations originated from the interior of Asia, and the
region from which these migrations took place is Central Asia,
which is considered the Turkic homeland (Mandaloglu, 2011, p.
32). He also referred to Sumerologist Kramer and noted that the
Sumerians were closely related to the city-state of Aratta, based
on Kramer’s Lugalbanda and Enmerkar epics, and that their
homeland may have been in the territory of Aratta (Mandaloglu,
2011, p. 34).

Kramer's book The Sumerians states that the oldest layers of
Mesopotamia are still inaccessible to archaeological research
due to geological reasons, soil subsidence, and rising water
levels. And the result is that these layers are still submerged and
are waiting to be explored, which takes the Sumerian area to an
earlier period than 4500 BC. Kramer also researched, referring
to Landsberg's work, and concluded that the first people living
in this area were not Sumerians. Because the names of rivers,
cities (Ur, Eredu, Larsa, etc.) and other words were words that
were borrowed into the Sumerian language. Kramer called this
ancient people Proto-Euphrates-Ubaids (Kramer, 1963, p. 40).
This evidence shows us that Sumer had older roots and that it
had formed and developed further in this new area, building on
the existing culture and economy. According to Kramer "The
reason traces of these earliest settlements in Sumer have not as
yet been unearthed, it was argued, may be because the land has
been sinking slowly at the same time that the water table has
been rising. The very lowest level of cultural remains in Sumer
may, therefore, now be under water...If that should prove to be
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true, Sinner's oldest cultural remains are still buried and
untapped, and the date of Sumer's very first settlements may have
to be pushed back a millennium or so.” [Kramer, 1963, p. 40] It is
also clear from this that it gives a scientific justification for the
lack of sufficient archeological sources in the oldest settlements.

German Sumerologist Benno Landsberger, in an article in which
he studied the origin and language of the Sumerians, spoke about
the similarity of some features of the Sumerian language with the
Turkish language. He showed that the most important similarity
was the "complex" sentence structure and the "chaining phrase"
system (Landsberger, 1943, p. 93). He actually emphasized that
there were similarities with the Turkish language in some points,
and then there was still a contradiction. It is possible that the
Sumerian language and the Turkish language were not exactly
related, but they came into contact with each other over time.

Landsberger identifies that the second characteristic is a type of
sentence structure termed “complexive”, and complexive
sentence structure is best exemplified in Turkic languages.
(Landsberger, 1943, p. 94). According to Benno, Sumerian, like
Turkish, is considered to be thought first and spoken later, and
even then, it distinguishes it from the group of Semitic
languages, which he calls the Italic approach, in which thought
is formed during speech. He argues that similarities such as the
Sumerian “e-ta” corresponding to the Turkish “ev-de” (at home)
suggest a loose kinship, another piece of evidence for this loose
relationship is that, in both Sumerian and Turkish, the first
person is indicated by the letter 'M' and the second person by 'S'.
He also noted thatamong the comparisons made by Hommel, the
most compelling is that between the Sumerian “dingir” and the
Old Turkic word “tnri”, however, it must also be taken into
account that this word “dingir” might belong to one of the
substrate languages of the pre-Sumerian peoples. [Landsberger,
1943, p.96] As we can see from this, although he shows the
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similarity of the Sumerian language in terms of personality as a
loose relationship, he still suggests the possibility that it could
come from another substrate language. This is an example of
Benno's scientific reserve. That is, although Benno accepts these
linguistic parallels, he considers more complex models of
historical language admixture.

According to Cartley Findley “the origins of the Turkic peoples
are not well documented. Yet the Turks or their precursors
already had a greater-than-regional role in Eurasian history
before their name appears in historical sources” (Findley, Carter,
2005, p. 21). According to his research, the Saka\Scythian
culture is an environment in which the Turks formed their own
culture entirely on them. Evidence found in the Saka Scythian
culture indicates that this cultural complex spread eastward and
was later absorbed by the Turks and Mongols in the Altai region.
“Whereas the Sakas, or at least their leadership, were Indo-
Iranian, the same culture spread eastward, both among the Altaic
peoples from whom Turks and Mongols would emerge and into
northern China... Scythian military tactics, combining mobility,
skill in mounted archery, and deceptive maneuvers such as
ambushes and feigned retreats, set standards that remained the
key to victory on the steppes until the advent of effective
gunpowder weapons” (Findley, Carter, 2005, p. 25).

From here it becomes clear to us that military and political
practices were created, rather than being recreated, by being
transmitted across borders and cultures, and by establishing
contact. “The carpet was woven with a type of knot that is now
considered distinctively Turkish and is called the Gordes knot,
after a town in Turkey.” (Findley, Carter, 2005, p. 26). This carpet
shows that technological and artistic techniques spread before
the emergence of many Turkic states. This shows us that rather
than a direct ethnic continuity, this evidence points to a
historical and geographical parallel in which Turkic culture
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developed within an already established steppe civilization.
That is, Turkic culture did not emerge in a vacuum and
developed on the basis of Eurasian steppe culture.

Early Turkic migrations should not be seen as mere sudden, mass
movements, but as the result of long-term mobility and political
fragmentation in the Eurasian steppe. According to Golden Peter
“The breakup of the Xiongnu (whose ethno-linguistic
affiliations remain a matter of conjecture) produced the
migrations of Oghuric-Turkic speaking peoples to the
Kazakhstanian and then western Eurasian (Ponto-Caspian)
steppes (4th and 5th centuries AD)” (Golden, 1992, p. 912). This
process is one of the most important factors that shaped Turkic
ethnogenesis. In his study, Golden Peter shows the rise of the
Ashina lineage and the emergence of the Goytiirk identity as a
result of post-Xiongnu migration waves. “Interestingly, none of
the early Turkic Qaghans bear Turkic names” (Golden, 1992, p.
912). These facts show that early Turkic culture did not emerge
in a vacuum, but rather through long-term migration and cultural
transmission processes.

This thesis argues that ancient societies did not emerge suddenly
or in a vacuum, but rather through complex and long-term
historical processes. The evidence in the Sumerian case supports
the existence of earlier populations that were later assimilated
by the Sumerians to form a new culture. Similarly, early Turkic
migrations facilitated the transmission of political structures,
military and cultural traditions, and shaped a Turkic identity
within a broader civilization. The historical and geographical
parallels identified in this study do not claim any direct ethnic
continuity between the Sumerians and the Turks, but rather
present patterns of development shaped by mobility and cultural
interaction.
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Religious worldviews have played a special role in the history
of the peoples of the world. Although the religious views of the
ancient world civilizations were diverse, there were also aspects
that united these religious views. Early religious beliefs, belief
in the sanctity of nature, the sun, the sky, celestial bodies, and
other religious worldview, have played an unparalleled role in
the history of both ancient civilizations-Turkic and Egyptian for
centuries, and their traces have survived to nowadays. In ancient
Egypt, Ra, known as the sun god, was later identified with the
god Amon and called Amon-Ra. Most Egyptian pharaohs called
themselves the son of the sun. We can also find the same
religious-political view in the Far East - in China. In ancient
Egypt, the supreme religious power was Ra, and in ancient
Turkic civilization, Tengrism. In the history of both civilizations
- Ancient Egypt and Turkic civilization - there were various
religious views, including the belief that the sky and its objects
were sacred. Belief in Tengri, the God of the Sky, who was
believed to be the main creative force in ancient Turkic society,
also combined animism and shamanism, which are early Turkic
religious beliefs.
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A comparative analysis of these supreme beliefs allows us to
discover the significance of these religious views in the history
of two different civilizations.

Supreme deity in Egypt: The belief that the sun is sacred is
found in the history of almost all ancient civilizations, most
likely because people considered it a source of life due to the
heat it received from the sun. The cult of the sun was considered
sacred among the societies that inhabited ancient Egypt,
Mesopotamia, the Far East, as well as the territories of present-
day Azerbaijan.

Ra was deified as one of the sun gods among the ancient
Egyptians from the 3rd millennium BC. In the following
millennium, the ideas about the god Amon began to form a unity
with the belief in the sun god Ra, and the ancient Egyptians
began to approach Amon-Ra as the main divine force
(Bunyadov, 2007, p. 232). Depicted in images with a sun disk
and an eagle's head, Ra was the dominant religion in Heliopolis
in the first centuries of its existence, and later spread as the
supreme religion throughout all of ancient Egypt.

Belief in the sun god Ra began to spread widely in ancient Egypt
during the Third Dynasty, and the architect Imhotep built a
magnificent temple in his honor in Heliopolis. Artifacts found in
the step pyramid complex built in honor of the Egyptian king
Netjerikhet (Djoser) indicate that the name of the sun god Ra
was found in the form Hesira - Ra during this period (Wilkinson,
2005, pp. 253-254). The belief system in Ra, considered a
supreme god superior to other ancient Egyptian gods as a
creative force, also influenced the religious views of subsequent
generations. The cult of Atenism, which was first introduced by
Pharaoh Amenhotep IV as the first monotheistic religion in
Egypt, to a society where polytheism had existed for centuries,
also stemmed from the belief in Ra, the sun god.Pharaoh
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Amenhotep canged his name into Akhenaten.In ancient Egypt,
during the religious reforms of the fourth Akhenaten, the god
Aten was depicted in the form of a sun disk in Atenism, where
the influence of the sun god Amon-Ra was felt.

According to Sir Flinders Petrie, Ra became the dominant God
during the Nineteenth Dynasty. He united the Theban gods, such
as Amon Ra, and became the "king of the gods." The belief
system in Ra as the supreme god existed in ancient Egypt for
many centuries, but disappeared by the time of the emergence of
early Christianity (Petrie, 1906, p. 53).

Belief in the sky God -Tengri:

In ancient Mesopotamia, as in Egypt, rulers compared
themselves to the sun, even identified themselves with it. For
example, Hammurabi, in the preamble to his laws, called himself
the sun of Babylon, which sheds light on Sumer and Akkad
(Frankfort, pp. 307-308). This suggests that the deification of the
sun as the main source of power and energy and the rulers
equating themselves with the sun were found not only in the
ancient Egyptian civilization but also in Mesopotamia.However,
among the ancient Turkic peoples, the ruler was not exactly
identified with the supreme god, but was called a chosen person
sent by Tengri. The inscriptions on the Orkhon-Yenisei
monuments also indicate the belief in a supreme god among the
Turks, and that the Turkic rulers were sent by Tengri. Such high
religious beliefs, especially the belief that the sun and fire are
considered sacred, have played an important role in the lives of
Turkic societies, and even today, the cult of the sun and fire,
which are symbols of light and life, is considered sacred in the
lives of Turkic peoples. In the belief system of the ancient Turkic
peoples, belief in a female deity called "Sun Mother", "Gok
Ana", "Kiin Ana", "Yasik Ana" and who resided in the seventh
layer of heaven also existed within the framework of Tengrism
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(Gokalp, 1923, p. 146). The belief in the Sun, which has its roots
mainly in the Altai-Yakut religious system, and its sacredness
has survived to this day. For example, the fact that Azerbaijani
Turks still swear by looking at the Sun and use expressions such
as "May the Sun rise upon you" gives reason to say that these
ancient motifs are still in the memory of the people.

In the Orkhon-Yenisei inscriptions, in the writings of Kultigin,
Bilge Kagan, Tonyukuk and other Turkic khagans, the word
"God" i1s more often mentioned in the form of "Tengri", "Gok
Tengri".In ancient Egypt as well as in Turkish societies,
throughout the history of the world's peoples, people have used
various ways to show their faith in their God and his holiness.For
this, people created various tamghas, signs, and symbols.
‘Tamgha’s also held a special place in Turkish culture,
symbolizing Turkic tribes and God appeared. In ancient Turkic
peoples, the seal of God was mainly in the form of a symbol
known as a swastika and represented the god.Various
architectural examples of Central Asian architecture contain
such siwatik-like symbols. According to some researchers, these
symbols are also considered to represent gods, time, the four
elements, and the wheel of the universe (Aslan, Duran, pp. 1379-
1382).

Research suggests that although the religious views of these two
different world civilizations are different, there are also
similarities between them. The existence of belief in the Sun
Mother within Tengrism has similar features to the Sun cult of
Ancient Egypt, with its motifs of belief in the sun as a protective
force. While the Egyptian God Ra, believed to be the supreme
religious power, was depicted as an eagle-headed man with a sun
disk and identified with the pharaoh, within the framework of
Tengrism, the Sky God was considered sacred as the creative,
life giving, and protective force of the universe among the Turkic
community. While Tengri, as an indescribable divine force, was
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the power that gave power to the Turkic khagans, in Egypt Ra
was considered directly related to the pharaoh.
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The French Revolution of 1789 was a decisive break in the
historical development of European politics, as it shifted the
focus of sovereignty from the dynastic to the “nation”. But the
concept of the nation was not fixed, as revolutionary ideas
spread throughout Central and Southern Europe. This paper
explores the changes in the concept of the “nation” from 1789 to
1870 in France, Germany, and Italy. Moving beyond the
classical descriptive-historical approach, the paper engages in
both a modernist and socio-theoretical analysis of the concept.
By examining how the civic-state model, romantic-cultural
answer, and national unification movements transformed the
concept of the nation from an all-embracing popular principle to
a force of state centralization, this paper demonstrates how the
concept of the nation changed through time with the advent of
new socio-political ideas and institutions.
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The re-evaluation of the 19th-century nation-building in Europe
with an eye on the new theories helps to meet the modem
requirements of non-essentialism analysis of collective identity
building processes (Anderson, 1983).

The revolution of 1789 was a rupture in the historical
development of European politics. Before it, the European state
was primarily based on dynastic foundations, absolute power,
and feudal divisions summed up in the phrase I’état, c’est moi.
The revolution overthrew these principles, proclaiming in its
Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, article 3,
that “the principle of all sovereignty resides essentially in the
nation”. The phrase itself was revolutionary, as it proclaimed the
“nation”, previously a vague term for a geographical or cultural
community, as the new political principle.

But the meaning, boundaries, and value of the concept were far
from fixed, as revolutionary ideas interacted with different local
societies, each with their social structures, historical premises,
and cultural specifics. Between 1789 and the completion of
German and Italian unifications in 1870-1871, the nation
transformed from a revolutionary and civic concept to a set of
different ideological approaches to institutional building in
Western, Central, and Southern Europe (Brubaker, 1996).

Investigating the transformation of the concept of “Nation”
requires transcending the classical political-historical approach,
which considers nations as natural, objective phenomena that
have been given throughout history. Modern historical analysis,
however, requires a conceptual and socio-theoretical approach
(Begriffsgeschichte) to studying political concepts and their
transformation.

To understand the transformation of the concept of the Nation in
19th-century Europe, this paper draws on the classical
historiographical  distinction between Modernism and
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Ethnosymbolism, but ultimately relies on the current rethinking
of the national idea (Gellner, 1983).

Modernism, championed by historians like Ernest Gellner, Eric
Hobsbawm, and Benedict Anderson, views the nation as a
phenomenon of the modern period. According to Modernism,
the nation is not a natural socio-political unity but a product of
the late 18th and 19th centuries’ structural transformations and
the emergence of new institutions. The new nation ideas were
the result of the modern state’s centralization tendencies,
industrialization, print-capitalism, and the top-down “invented
traditions”.

Ethnosymbolism, on the other hand, posits that the modem
nation-building processes were informed by pre-modern roots.
Mainly championed by Anthony D. Smith, Ethnosymbolism
argues that modern nations’ formation relied on existing ethnic
cores (ethnies) and that the distinctive pre-modern symbols,
historical memory, and mythologies were reinterpreted to build
modern nations. Thus, the transformation process of the nation
concept between 1789 and 1870 relied to a significant extent on
politicization and rethinking of existing pre-modern cultural
repositories.

While the dichotomy between Modernism and Ethnosymbolism
informs the discussion on the origins and cultural memory of
nations, both theories, at times, conflate the nation with an
object, a group, or a bounded category (groupism). To nuance
the discussion, this paper employs the recent theorizing of
Rogers Brubaker. Brubaker argues that the nation should not be
considered a real group or a substantial category but rather a
category of institutionalized practice. He advances the
distinction between three main approaches to the concept of the
nation (Smith, 2009):
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An Institution of Political Classification: Legal and political
category administered by states (citizenship, educational
systems, etc.)

Dynamic Field of Practice: Contested language and practice by
political elites and ordinary people to voice claims of rights, and
social reality construction.

A Contingent Event: A sudden crystallization of public opinion
in certain events (revolutionary or not).

These three concepts contribute to a multi-layered analysis of
the transformation of the concept of the nation in 19th-century
Europe. Modernism informs the structural change processes in
the political and economic spheres, while Ethnosymbolism
provides a cultural history of the nation concept transformation.
The account of the nation as an institutional category of practice,
however, provides an opportunity to explore the nation in
Europe between 1789 and 1870 as a contested and dynamic
concept in historical change (Smith, 1986).

Between 1789 and 1870, the concept of the “Nation” underwent
a fundamental transformation throughout Europe. It began in
France as a revolutionary principle that sought to replace the
dynastic foundations of the Old Regime with a new popular
sovereignty. As it crossed borders and interacted with different
societies, its meaning, boundaries, and value shifted, informing
different ideological approaches to nation-building. In Germany,
the nation transformed into an organic and ethno-cultural
concept that sought to gain political expression in the form of a
modern state. The concept of the nation in Italy, however, acted
as a socio-political principle that sought to unify different
regional identities under one political and cultural idea
(Hobsbawm, 1990).
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Applying contemporary non-essentialist theoretical approaches
to the study of the nation allows historical science to avoid the
trap of anachronisms and recognize the nation-building
processes as dynamic and multi-layered. Rethinking the 19th-
century nation-building processes with an eye on the new socio-
theoretical approaches fulfills the requirements of modemn
historical analysis and helps to provide an objective and critical
assessment of political identity-building processes of the era.
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When we attempt to answer the question of the nature of the
discipline of history through its practical benefits, we encounter
the fact that the degree of precision possessed by the natural
sciences is not possible in history in the same way. Although
history, as the collective memory of humanity, enables us to
make predictions about the future on the basis of past
experiences, this cannot be done with mathematical precision.
Historical experience only improves our ability to make
estimations. On the other hand, one of the areas in which history
has a stronger practical impact is politics. However, its
appropriation for political purposes may, regardless of the
outcome, lead to the distortion of truth (Toynbee, 1963, pp. 94—
95). This problem manifests itself particularly clearly in studies
of the history of political thought. Addressing the question
“What is liberalism?”, Duncan Bell points out that the term is
understood in widely divergent, and often mutually
incompatible, ways. Approaches to its origins have also differed
across different periods.
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In this respect, while liberalism was associated with the
revolutions of the eighteenth century and capitalism in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, at the beginning of the
twenty-first century it came to be associated with the Revolution
of 1688 and, particularly, with the name of John Locke. The
acceptance of John Locke as a foundational figure for liberalism
itself emerged as a result of the influence of the Cold War in the
1950s (Bell, 2014, pp. 682-84, 696—99). This means that the
concept of liberalism was reshaped on foundations that were not
originally historical to it. Helena Rosenblatt’s research also
shows that for centuries liberalism had been formed as a concept
associated more with moral duties and the common good than
with individual rights; its contemporary focus on individual
rights, however, took shape in the mid-twentieth century, during
the Cold War (Rosenblatt, 2018, pp. 4-8, 265-274).

This reshaping was not limited merely to the subsequent
elevation of Locke as a foundational figure. Liberalism is
usually associated with state-subject relations, individual
freedom, and private property. Yet these descriptions are
seriously incomplete, and this incompleteness becomes more
apparent in historical manifestations. The participation of
liberals such as Mill and Tocqueville in colonial governance is
a striking example. Their arguments concerning the necessity of
governance were not contrary to their liberalism; on the
contrary, these arguments were an integral part of their
liberalism. This is because liberalism is not merely a theory that
defends individual freedom. Also a logic of governance that
determines who is to be governed through freedom and who is
to be governed by other means (Hindess, n.d., pp. 6-9). This
demonstrates that liberalism was formed through particular
historical choices, was intertwined with phenomena such as
imperialism. That its hegemonic position today is not natural but
the result of historical processes.
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Quentin Skinner, a representative of the Cambridge School,
explains this problem through our expectation that classical
works should provide answers to questions that are timeless and
valid for all periods. The researcher’s approach to the past on the
basis of doctrines that exist today and their attempt to find traces
of these doctrines in the past undermines their neutrality. As a
result, rather than what the author was trying to say, our pre-
existing concepts and expectations determine how we read the
author’s text (Skinner, 1969, pp. 3—10).

The problem is not only the search for modern doctrine in the
past. Also the reading of a past author within the “canon of
classics” that was formed later. At this point, the historian should
not be satisfied with what classical texts say but should analyse
them within a broader context. For every text emerges within a
particular political language, an environment of debate, and a
strategy of legitimation, and it acquires its true meaning only
within this context. From this perspective, the task of the
intellectual historian is to demonstrate that our values today and
our ways of thinking about them originate in choices made
among different possibilities available at different periods
(Skinner, 1998, pp. 101-5, 116-117).

However, this problem manifests itself not only in approaching
the past but also in approaching contemporary concepts.
Although historians read past texts carefully, they do not
demonstrate the same degree of sensitivity when they turn to
contemporary debates; as a result, their analysis remains weak
because contemporary literature and concepts are not studied
sufficiently. If a historian is speaking about the present, then
they must also think, to some extent, as a political theorist or
philosopher—because just as history is difficult, political
science and philosophy are equally difficult (Blau, 2023, pp.
267-68). This demonstrates that methodological neutrality is
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required not only in relation to the past but also in relation to the
present.

This means that the past is not merely a mirror that confirms our
contemporary concepts; it is also a space that reveals alternative
possibilities (Skinner, 1998, p. 117). On this basis, it would be
incorrect to claim that liberalism possesses an absolute reality,
that it has remained unchanged since the period in which it
emerged. That its original form was understood in the same way
as it is in the modern period.
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This study examines the military and diplomatic factors that
conditioned the consolidation of Soviet positions in the Balkan
Peninsula during World War II. The paper demonstrates that the
post-war political landscape of the region was not confined
solely to the October 1944 Moscow Talks. Instead, it was a direct
continuation of the military decisions reached at the 1943 Tehran
Conference.

The text analyzes strategic frictions between the Western Allies,
specifically contrasting Winston Churchill's soft underbelly
strategy of advancing through the Balkans with Franklin D.
Roosevelt's insistence on Operation Overlord in Northern
Europe, alongside the geopolitical vacuum this divergence
created. Furthermore, it examines the inner workings of the
Percentages Agreement concluded between Joseph Stalin and
Winston Churchill, tracing its records in diplomatic visitor logs
as well as the strategic memorandums drafted by Ivan Maisky
and Maxim Litvinov during the conflict.
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The mechanism behind dividing spheres of influence is
evaluated comparatively using Greece, Romania, Bulgaria, and
Yugoslavia as key case studies. The study relies on primary
archival documentation and established historiography.

The military-strategic foundations of expanding Soviet
influence in the Balkans were established at the 1943 Tehran
Conference. Franklin D. Roosevelt's address regarding the
opening of the Second Front played a decisive role in shaping
the fate of this region. When addressing the logistical challenges
of Operation Overlord planned across the English Channel in
Northern Europe, Roosevelt noted that launching large-scale
amphibious operations in the Mediterranean would delay the
cross-Channel expedition by two or three months. This approach
relegated Winston Churchill's Mediterranean strategy, which
favored an advance into Europe through the Balkans, to a
secondary priority. Consequently, the decision by the Western
Allies to abandon the Balkan direction due to resource
constraints in the Mediterranean basin left the liberation of the
region almost entirely to the Red Army. This created ideal
conditions for Stalin's subsequent strategy of Sovietization
across the region. (Progress Publishers, 1969, pp. 11)

Even during the course of the war, deep conceptual divergences
existed between the British and American leadership regarding
the military fate of the Balkans. Winston Churchill persistently
advocated an offensive through the region, famously describing
the Balkans and Southern Europe as the "soft underbelly" of the
Axis powers. His primary objective was less about immediate
tactical gains and more about geographically curbing post-war
Soviet influence. However, Franklin D. Roosevelt rejected the
Balkan landing plan, opposing Churchill's strategy of
geopolitical hedging. This American stance created a military
vacuum in the region, providing Joseph Stalin the opportunity to
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establish a sphere of influence reminiscent of the expansion axes
he had proposed to Hitler in 1940 (Kissinger, 2007, p. 700).

The strategy established at the Tehran Conference directly
influenced the trajectory of subsequent political developments
and shifted the regional balance of power during the October
1944 Moscow talks. The division of the Balkan Peninsula into
spheres of influence during these negotiations remains one of the
most widely debated episodes in the history of international
relations. At this juncture, the participating powers reached an
informal understanding on the percentage-based division of
influence to outline the future political landscape of the region.
Archival documentation confirms that the Percentages
Agreement was formalized during these historic meetings
between Winston Churchill, Anthony Eden, Joseph Stalin, and
Vyacheslav Molotov (Posetiteli Kremlevskogo kabineta I.V.
Stalina, 1996, p. 87). Proposed by Churchill and grounded in
actual Soviet military dominance on the ground, this partition
scheme served as a mutual recognition of strategic interests. As
a bilateral arrangement dictated by wartime necessity, the
agreement defined the boundaries separating Western and Soviet
spheres of influence in the Balkans. To minimize the long-term
geopolitical fallout of the 1944 Moscow Agreement, Churchill
framed the document not as a permanent commitment but
merely as a practical guide for the interim period preceding an
eventual peace conference (Churchill, 1953, p. 232).

In the end, the Percentages Agreement reached during the
Moscow negotiations was in line with Stalin's broader strategic
vision, even though at first it seemed to be Churchill's tactical
move to defend Greece, a vital hub for British marine lines. As
historian Geoffrey Roberts notes, Stalin had no intention of
aiding the Greek communists and was fully willing to cede
control of Greece to London as part of a larger plan to split
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Europe into separate areas of influence, given Britain's crucial
interests in the region (Roberts, 2002, p. 8).

Building on this mutual understanding, the Kremlin was able to
transform these diplomatic concessions into complete military
and political power over the remaining Balkans. The USSR
acquired a 50/50 split in Yugoslavia and Hungary, a 90% stake
in Romania (with 10% going to the West), and a 75% share in
Bulgaria (with 25% going to the West). Despite Churchill's
efforts to pitch these percentages to US President Roosevelt as a
short-term wartime solution to prevent regional civil unrest,
Soviet foreign policy considered this division as the inevitable
culmination of a long-term strategy started early in the struggle
(Roberts, 2002, p. 2).

In covert memos sent to Stalin as early as 1943—-1944, Soviet
diplomats Ivan Maisky and Maxim Litvinov had already
outlined Europe's post-war geopolitical structure, so this long-
term goal was anything but accidental. Maisky envisioned only
two superpowers controlling post-war Europe: Great Britain as
the dominant naval power and the USSR as the dominating land
power. Maisky insisted on establishing military bases in
Bulgaria and Romania while purposefully leaving Poland,
Hungary, and Turkey in a weak state in order to ensure complete
Soviet dominance over the Black Sea (Radchenko, 2024, p. 23).

The Western Allies' abandonment of the Balkan vector at the
Tehran Conference, together with the ensuing Percentages
Agreement, gave Stalin maximum operational independence in
the region, thus fulfilling the strategic basis established by these
early documents. Stalin was strategically cautious to avoid
upsetting London immediately following the summit in Moscow
(Roberts, 2006, p. 217). He most famously suppressed Josip
Broz Tito's desire to create a Yugoslav-Bulgarian federation, a
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possible "miniature Soviet Union" that may pose a threat to
Moscow as a separate regional powerhouse. In order to maintain
direct control over the rate of Sovietization, Stalin advised the
Yugoslav delegation on January 9, 1945, to avoid giving the
impression that they were absorbing Bulgaria. Instead, he
advocated for a dualist structure (Djilas, 1962, pp. 102—105).

This delicate balance quickly broke down, despite Stalin's initial
caution, as the agreement's hidden reality caused considerable
concern in London near the conclusion of the war. Churchill
bemoaned the Soviets' use of force and deceit to create a
minority communist dictatorship in Romania in a telegraph
issued on March 8, 1945 (Foreign Relations of the United States,
1945, p. 505). Churchill admitted that, despite Stalin's
displeasure, Moscow had completely adhered to the deal by
granting Britain complete flexibility to save Greece during the
30-day conflict with ELAS in Athens. But in exchange, Stalin
was now flagrantly breaking the Yalta Declaration in Bulgaria
and RomaniaStalin's counterargument, "I did not interfere with
your operations in Greece; why do you not give me the same
freedom in Romania?" prevented Churchill from starting an
open conflict. In the end, the British leadership decided to use
diplomatic pressure through the United States instead of facing
the purging of anti-communist elements in Romania under the
guise of "anti-fascism" in order to save the considerably more
important Polish issue. (Barker, 1976, pp. 222-225).

In summary, this study demonstrates that the shift of military
priorities toward Northern Europe at the 1943 Tehran
Conference and the Percentages Agreement reached during the
1944  Moscow talks secured absolute geopolitical
maneuverability for the USSR in the Balkans. Armed with the
freedom of action derived from the Moscow agreement, Joseph
Stalin not only consolidated total control over Romania and
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Bulgaria but also prevented the emergence of any regional
power center independent of Moscow. Consequently, this
geostrategic trajectory, laid down at Tehran and formalized in
Moscow, became the decisive factor locking the Balkan
Peninsula behind the Iron Curtain for decades to come.
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“fki millat” nazoriyyasindan islamlasdirma
siyasatind Pakistanin ictimai-siyasi hayatinda
Islam dininin rolu
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Pakistan 14 avqust 1947-ci ildo Britaniya Hindistaninin
boliinmasi naticesindo miisalman siyasi millatciliyinin dovlot
formasini aldi. Yaranma asaslandirmasi “iki millot” nozariyyasi
idi: hindu vo miisalman icmalar1 tokco dini comiyyatlor deyil,
ayrt moadoniyyat, hiiquq veo siyasi iradoyo malik iki millot
sayilirdi. Tezisin mogsadi bu ideyanin miistomloko dovriindoki
tosokkiiliindon Ziya iil-Haqqin islamlagdirma siyasotino qodor
islamin ictimai-siyasi rolunun doyismosini gostormokdir. Masalo
Asiya vo Afrika olkelori tarixinde din—millot—ordu iicbucagi
baximindan aktualdir vo tarixi-miiqayisoli iisulla, asas sonadlor
vo elmi odobiyyat osasinda nozordon kegirilir (Jalal, 1985;
Talbot, 1998; Haqqani, 2005; Jaffrelot, 2015).

“fki millot” nazariyyasinin ideya koklori

Nozoriyyonin erkon zomini 1857-ci il iisyanindan sonra
miisalman elitasinin siyasi movqeyinin zoiflomasi ilo baglhdir.
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Sir Seyid ©hmod Xan hindu-miisalman siyasi raqabatini agiq
dilo gotirdi; ©ligxar harokati ayri tohsil vo tomsilgilik tolobini
mohkomlatdi. 1906-c1ildo Umumbhindistan Miiselman Liqasinin
yaranmasi forqliliyi institusional soviyyaya ¢ixardi. Mahommad
Igbal 1930-cu il Allahabad ¢ixisinda simal-qorb Hindistanda
miisolman oyalatlorinin muxtar birliyini toklif etmaoklo islami
ayrica siyasi comiyyatin asast kimi toqdim etdi. 1933-cii ildo
Coudhri Rohmot Oli “Pakistan” adini irali siirdii. Cinnah 1937—
1940-cu1illords Ligan1 kiitlovi togkilata ¢cevirarok arqumenti segki
vo danisiq miibarizesinin morkozina yerlosdirdi (Jalal, 1985, s.
52-70).

23 mart 1940-c1 il Lahor gotnamosi miisalman ¢oxluqlu
orazilordo miistoqil dovlatlor tolobini rosmilogdirdi. 1947-ci ildo
Pakistan Dominionu yarandi. Osas ziddiyyet onda idi ki, Cinnah
11 avqust 1947-ci ildo Tesis Maclisinds dinin soxsi vicdan
mosalosi oldugunu, hindu vo miisolmanin votondas olaraq
borabor olacagini vurguladi. Millst arqumenti islam kimliyina
sOykonsa do, elan edilon model holo teokratik deyildi. Sonraki
onilliklorin siyasi savasi mohz miisalman g¢oxluqlu votondas
dovlati ils islam nizami ideyasi arasinda getdi (Haqqani, 2005,
s. 10-25).

Konstitusiya prosesi va 1971-ci il sarsintisi

12 mart 1949-cu il Moagsadlor gotnamosi suverenliyin Allahda
oldugunu, hakimiyyatin iso xalq torofindon omanst kimi hoyata
kecirildiyini elan etdi vo qanunlarin Quran vo Siinnays zidd
olmamasini siyasi prinsipa cevirdi. 1956-c1 il Konstitusiyasi
olkoni “Pakistan Islam Respublikasi” adlandirdi; 1962-ci il
Oyyub Xan Konstitusiyas1 Islami Ideologiya Surasmi yaratdi.
1973-cii il Konstitusiyasi islami1 dovlot dini etdi (madds 2),
dovlat bascilarinin miisolman olmasini sort qoydu. 1974-cii ildo
Ikinci diizolislo ohmodilor geyri-miisolman elan olundu.
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Beloliklo, “iki millot” ideyas1 daxilds do sorhad ¢okmaya basladi
(Nasr, 1994; Jaftrelot, 2015).

1971-ci ildo Sorqi Pakistanin Banglades kimi ayrilmasi
nozariyysnin on agir smagi oldu: dil, etnik kimlik vo iqtisadi
adalot islam timumi kimliyindon giiclii ¢ixdi. Qarbi Pakistanda
oks reaksiya ideoloji islam vurgusunu sixlagdirdi. Ziya iil-
Haqqin sonraki siyasati bu boslugu “islam olmasa, Hindistandan
ayrilmagin manasi qalmaz” mantiqi ilo doldurmaq iddiasi dasidi
(Talbot, 1998, s. 245-260).

Ziya iil-Haqqn islamlasdirma siyasati (1977-1988)

5 1yul 1977-ci ildo hakimiyyoto golon general Mohammad Ziya
iil-Haqq rejimini “Nizam-e-Mustafa” siiar1 ilo legitimlosdirdi.
Islamlasdirma tokco dini islahat deyil, miixalifoto gars1 ideoloji
sofarbarlik vo ordu-ulema ittifaqi idi; hiiquqi doyisikliklor ¢ox
vaxt simvolik-siyasi xarakter dasiyirdi (Kennedy, 1990). 1979-
cu il Hiidud formanlar1 ogurluq, zina, icki vo qazf lizro soriot
cozalarmi cinayat hiiququna daxil etdi. 1980-ci ildo Zokat vo Usr
forman1 qobul olundu, Federal Soriot Mohkomasi yaradildi.
1984-cii il Qanun-e-Sahadot qadin sahidliyini bir sira hallarda
kisininkinin yaris1 qoder saydi. Kiifr maddasleri (295-B, 295-C)
sortlogdirildi. 1985-ci ildo Magsadlar gotnamasi Konstitusiyanin
2-A maddaosi ilo maddi hissayo ¢evrildi.

Tohsildo islamiat mocburi fonn oldu, dorsliklordo “Pakistan
ideologiyas1” islam morkozli yenidon yazildi, Cinnahin 11
avqust nitqi rosmi diskursdan sixisdirildi. 1979-cu il Ofganistan
miiharibasi, ABS vo Soudiyyo dostoyi modraso sobokosini
genislondirdi. iran Islam ingilabs sio siyasi siiurunu giiclondirdi;
macburi zokatin silinni figh osasinda totbiqi 1980-ci ildo sio
etirazina sobob oldu. Dovlatin “vahid islam” layihosi beloaliklo
mozhaob roqgabotini kaskinlosdirdi (Ahmad, 1996; Haqqani,
2005).
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Islamin ictimai-siyasi funksiyasi va natica

Pakistanin ictimai-siyasi hoyatinda islam {i¢ soviyyado oxunur.
Kimlik soviyyasindo din hindistanli “o biri”ndon forqlonmonin
va daxilda pancab, sindhi, pustun, baluc kimliklorini istolomayo
calisan {ist-millot bagmin vasitosidir. Institut soviyyesindo
konstitusiya miiddoalari, soriot mohkomalori, Islami ideologiya
Surasi, zokat biirokratiyas1 vo mocburi dini tohsil dini normani
dovlot aparatina yerlosdirir. Legitimlik soviyyasinds iso hom
se¢ilmis hokumaotlor, hom horbi rejimlor islam ritorikasindan
itaot vo beynolxalq miisalman homrayliyi ligiin istifads etmislor.

Bu funksiyalarin sosial qiymoti yiliksok olmusdur: Hiidudun
gadinlara qars1 totbiqi, azliglarin (xristian, hindu, ohmaodi)
hiiquqi miidafiosizliyi, kiifr maddslorinin siyasi aloto ¢evrilmasi
vo 1980-ci illordon siinni-sio zorakiligmmin kok atmasi Ziya
irsinin naticoloridir. 2006-c1 il Qadinlarin miidafiosi ganunu
Hiidudu qismon yumsatsa da, kiifr qanunvericiliyi vo ideoloji
dorslik diskursu osason qalmigdir. Beloliklo, islamlasdirma
Cinnahin vatondas boraborliyi vurgusundan uzaqlasaraq “iki
millot” ideyasini daxilde do iyerarxik dini sarhads ¢evirmisdir
(Kennedy, 1990; Jaffrelot, 2015).

Yekun olaraq, islam Pakistanda statik “dovlot dini” olmamisdir.
“Iki millot” nozoriyyesi onu ayri siyasi millotin osas1 etdi;
konstitusiya prosesi rosmi ideologiyaya ¢evirdi; 1971-ci il
parcalanmasi ideoloji sixlagsmaya yol a¢di; Ziya iil-Haqq iso
islam1  hiiquq vo tohsilo miidaxilo edon yuxaridan-asagi
programla horbi hakimiyyati miiqaddaslosdirdi. Tocriibe gostorir
ki, dinin birlosdirici iddias1 ¢oxetnik vo coxmazhobli comiyyatdo
avtomatik vohdot yaratmir; tok sorh iizorindon dovlot
islamlasdirmasi daxili sarhadlori sortlosdirir.
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Indoneziyanin Morkozi Sulavesi oyalotindoki Poso miinaqisosini
miisolman—xristian garsidurmast kimi adlandirmaq onun
sabablorini tam agiglamir. Yerli hakimiyyat vo torpaq ugrunda
roqabatin 1998-2001-ci illords dini icmalar arasinda zorakiliga
cevrilmasi homin maraqlarin neca slagolondiyini arasdirmagi
tolob edir. Fikrimizco, dini mansubiyyatin soforbarlikdoki rolu
siyasi tomsilgilik vo resurslara ¢ixis miinasibotlori daxilinds
aydinlasir. Malino I Boyannamasinin miinaqisonin sobabloring
no dorocodo cavab verdiyi do bu olagolor osasinda
qiymotlondirile bilor.

Siyasi tamsilcilik vo resurs bélgiisii: H. Biliyiikbas vo A. N. B.
Armin 1998-ci ildo baslanan Reformasi dévriinii Indoneziyanin
siyasi qurulusundaki doyisikliklorlo slagelondirirlor (Biiytikbas
vo Armin, 2025, s. 649). Desentralizasiya qanunlari iso 1999-cu
ildo gobul edilmis, tatbigino 2001-ci ildo baslanmisdi (Diprose,
2007, s. 3).
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Bu ardicilliq qanunlarin hoyata kegirilmosini 1998-ci ilda
baslayan zorakiligin ilkin sobobi kimi toqdim etmoyo imkan
vermir. Posoda raqaboti giiclondiron yerli miinasibatlorin bir
hissasi homin islahatlardan avval formalasmisdi.

L. Aragon 1997-ci il iqtisadi bohranindan sonra Conubi
Sulavesidon galon miqrantlarin kakao yetisdirmak ii¢lin Posoda
torpaq aldiglarin1 qeyd edir. Homin tohlildo Suharto dévriiniin
sonunda Pamona gonclorinin bir hissasinin torpaqsiz vo issiz
gqalmasi da gostorilir (Aragon, 2001, s. 56). Aragonun geyd
etdiyi bu hallar torpaq ugrunda rogabatin yerli ohalinin dolanisiq
imkanlari ilo bagl oldugunu gostorir.

R. Diprosenin 2005-2006-c1 illordo apardigi miisahibalordo
1998-ci ilin qarsidurmasi ils slagolondirilon naraziliqlardan biri
rayon rohborliyinin miisalman vo xristianlar arasinda qeyri-
rosmi ndvbalogsmasi qaydasinin pozulmasi idi. Miisahiba
istirak¢ilart  dovlst qulluguna toyinatlara vo  hokumat
layiholorinin boélgilisiine noazarat edon vazifolordon miioyyon
gruplarin konarlagdirildigini da bildirirdilor (Diprose, 2007, s.
14—15). Sonradan toplanmis bu ifadslor homin dovriin resurs
bolgiistinii doqiq Olgmoass do, siyasi konarlasdirilmanin dini
icmanin manafeyi baximindan qavranildigini gostorir.

Aragon yerli rohborlorin icmalarma iqtisadi imkanlar tomin
etmosini  Poso  administrasiyasinda  tomsil  olunmagqla
olagolondirir (Aragon, 2001, s. 77). Bu miisahido Diprosenin
tosvir etdiyi vozifo bélgiisii naraziliglarinin iqtisadi torofini
aydinlasdirir.

Etnik monsubiyyat vo dini soforborlik: Miinaqgisodoki dini
gruplart sabit “yerli—golmo” bolgiisii ilo eynilogsdirmok ¢otindir.
Diprose bolgads bir neco nasil yasayan Bugis vo Yava mongoli
miisolmanlarin da “golms” adlandirildigint qeyd edir. Pamona
vo Napu qruplari 6zlorini bolgonin yerli ohalisi sayir vo bu asasla
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digar qruplardan daha ¢ox hiiquqa malik olmali olduqlarini irali
stiriirdilor. Miiollif bozi miisalman qruplarimin  «golmoy»
adlandirilmasini da bu mévqe ilo alagolondirir (Diprose, 2007,
s. 14-15). Beloliklo, “golma” anlayis1 moskunlagsma tarixindon
olavo, yerli imkanlara kimin daha ¢ox haqqi olmasi barodo
miibahisoni do ifads edirdi.

Diprosenin miisahibalorinds vozifo vo resurs bolglisii barods
naraziliglar dini mansubiyyat asasinda ifads olunurdu (Diprose,
2007, s. 14-15). Aragon boazi miisolman qag¢qmnlarin hadisalori
0z dini icmalarina qars1 tohliiko kimi qobul etdiyini, bazi
protestantlarin iso qisas1 dini motnlorlo osaslandirdigini geyd
edir (Aragon, 2001, s. 74-75). Fikrimizco, bu ciir izahlar yerli
naraziliglart icmanin midafiesi ilo olagolondirmoklo forqli
maragqlar1 olan insanlarin birgs harokatino sorait yaradird.

Dini homroyliyin toskilati dayaqlar1 da vardi. Aragonun
tosvirindo Poso sohorindoki Pamona liderlori Tentenadaki
Morkozi Sulavesi Protestant Kilsosinin (GKST) tizvlorindon
dostok alir, sahilyan1 miisolman icmalarinda iso Al-Khaira’at
sobakasinin olagalaorinden istifade olunurdu (Aragon, 2001, s.
77-78). Bu olagalor garsidurmanin 2000-ci ilin mayindan kond
orazilorino yayilmasini izah edon amillordan idi (Aragon, 2001,
s.47,77).

Tohliikosizlik  qurumlarinin movqgeyi  do  icmalarin
miinasibotlorino  tosir edirdi. Aragon ordu vo polis
omokdasglarinin torofli istiraki barodo sahid molumatlarina
istinad edir, lakin miinaqisonin dovlst torafindon birbasa toskil
edildiyino dair siibut olmadigini da vurgulayir (Aragon, 2001, s.
50). Buna gors homin moalumatlar dovlotin vahid miinaqise torafi
olmasi iddiasindan daha ¢ox, onun qorozsiz tohliikasizlik
tominatcist kimi qobul edilmosindaki ¢otinliyi anlamaga imkan
verir.
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Malino I Boyannamoasinin imkanlar: vo moahdudiyyatlori:
19-20 dekabr 2001-ci ildo Jusuf Kallanin vasitogiliyi ilo
kegirilon danisiglar Malino I Boyannamasinin imzalanmasi ilo
noticolondi (Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia, 2001). D. N.
Ristanti danisiglarin  hazirlanmasimi yerli xristian liderinin
morkazi hokumoto miiracisti vo icma nlimayaondslari ilo ilkin
tomaslarin qurulmast ilo slagslondirir (Ristanti, 2022, s. 36-37).
Ristantinin gqeyd etdiyi bu togobbiis gostorir ki, danisiqlarin
baslanmasinda yerli dini liderlorin da rolu olmusdu.

Boyannamenin altinct bondi yerli adotloro hormatlo biitiin
Indoneziya votondaslarinin Posoda dinc yasamaq hiiququnu
tantyirdi. Diprosenin tohlil etdiyi “yerli—golmo” miibahisasi
baximindan bu miiddoan1 yerli monsoyo osaslanan {istiinliik
iddialarina cavab kimi qiymatlondirmok olar. Yeddinci vo
sokkizinci bondlor miilkiyyatin gaytarilmasini vo macburi
kockiinlorin  geri  doniislinii, doqquzuncu bond iso iqtisadi
borpani nozords tuturdu (Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia,
2001). Lakin miilkiyystin ovvalki sahibino gaytarilmasi torpaq
bolgiisiiniin yenidon nozordon kegirilmasi 6hdosliyi deyildi.

Ucgiincii bonddo dovlotin qanunu pozanlara qarsi qorozsiz
todbirlor goérmosi tolob olunurdu. Aragonun tohliikasizlik
qilivvalori barado geydlori bu miiddeanin etimad problemi ilo
olagosini gostorir. Bununla bels, Malino I Aragon vo Diprosenin
0na ¢okdiyi siyasi tomsilgilik vo resurs bolgiisti masalalori iigiin
otrafli qaydalar miioyyonlosdirmirdi. Hiiquq v asayis, eloco do
sosial-igtisadi masalalor iizro birgs komissiyalar nozords tutulsa
da, vozifoloro vo dovlet miigavilolorine ¢ixisla bagh
naraziliglarin neco holl edilacoyi agiglanmirdi (Embassy of the
Republic of Indonesia, 2001).

Sofirliyin yaydigrt motn razilasmanin qobul edildiyi anda
toroflorin  hans1 6hdsliklori gotiirdliylinii  gdstorir. Homin
6hdoliklorin ~ davamli  icrast  isa  sonadin  Oziindon
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miioyyonlogdirilo bilmoaz. Buna goéra 2001-ci ilin sonunda
boyannamonin imzalanmasmi davamli siilhiin artiq tomin
olunmasi kimi qiymotlondirmak osasli olmazdi.

Poso miinaqisesinds torpaq vo yerli hakimiyyot ugrunda rogabot
dini icmalarin maraqlar ilo oslagslendirilirdi. Dini kimlik yerli
siyasi-iqtisadi naraziliglari icmanin miidafiosi ilo
olagolondirorok soforborliyin genigslonmosino sorait yaradirdi.
Malino I tohliikesizlik, miilkiyyot vo moskunlagma iizro ortaq
ohdoliklor yaratdi. Lakin tomsilgilik vo resurs bolgiisi
miinasibatlorinin yenidon tonzimlonmosi sonaddo otrafli oks
olunmadigindan, razilasmanin ohomiyyati ilk ndvbado
zorakiligin dayandirilmasi vo birgo yasayisin barpasi tigiin gobul
edilmis prinsiplordo idi.
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